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The Tennessee Valley Mediation 
Association on September 20, 2016, 
at the Middlebrook Pike Mediation 
and Training Center in Knoxville, TN 
will present “Child Inclusive 
Mediation:  Introducing the Child’s 
Voice in the Divorce Process”.   
 
Michael Sanders, PhD, is a Clinical 
Psychologist and Rule 31 Listed 
Family Mediator Specially Trained in 
Domestic Violence.   
 
Our state’s Child Custody Law 
(Tennessee Code Annotated 36-6-
106) mandates that any proceeding 
requiring the Court to make a custody 
determination regarding a minor child 
be made on the basis of the “best 
interest of the child.”  As Family 
Mediators, how can we know the best 
interest of the child if we haven’t 

General Mediation 
Issues, General 
Continuing 
Education 
Family Law 

6:00pm 7:00pm 1.0 Hour 
General 
Mediation 
Issues or Family 
Law 
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heard the child’s voice?  Two hybrid 
forms of Child Inclusive Mediation will 
be reviewed.  Each methodology has 
been found to reduce parental conflict 
and improve the emotional lives of 
children caught up in the divorce 
process. 
 
This one-hour session from 6:00 pm 
7:00 pm will be focused on family law 
and general continuing education.  
The session will be beneficial to 
attorneys, teachers, social workers, 
psychologists, executives, ministers, 
law enforcement officers or anyone 
else dealing with conflict resolution.  
 
Dr. Sanders has had a private 
practice in Child and Family Clinical 
and Forensic Psychology since 1984.  
He is a founding member of the East 
Tennessee Collaborative Alliance 
serving as a Divorce Coach and Child 
Specialist in collaborative divorce 
cases.  For more information click on 
www.drmichaelsanders.com. 
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