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THE TOP TEN 
TENNESSEE TRIALS

STATE V. MAGNESS

1810
FRANKLIN

John Haywood
For the Defense 

John Overton 
For the Prosecution

Felix Grundy 
For the Defense

1010

Thomas Hart Benton
For the Prosecution

Andrew Jackson
Prosecution Witness

STATE V. MITCHELL

Luke E. Wright 
For the Defense

1892
99

Old Shelby County Courthouse

MEMPHIS

Judge Julius 
DuBose

TIE

1

2
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THE LAWYER WHO 
SAVED MEMPHIS

1878

LUKE EDWARD WRIGHT

1893

STATE V. DUBOSE

Luke Wright
For the 

Prosecution 

1893

JudgeJudge
Julius J. DuBose
The Defendant

99 NASHVILLE

Holmes 
Cummins

For the Defense

TIE

4

5
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STATE V. SNODGRASS

Chief  Justice David  
Snodgrass, Defendant

John Beasley
Victim 

The Dome 
Building

Chattanooga

88 1896

Luke Wright
For the Defense

Judge John 
Austin Moon

CHATTANOOGA

THE CIVIL WAR

1861-1865

“The courts were swept away.”

“ALL TENNESSEE WAS A BATTLEFIELD”

U.S. V. DAVIS 

John Hallum
For the Defense

Gen. Thomas Browne
Judge

Infamous Irving Block 
Prison, Memphis

Gen. Napoleon 
J. T. Dana“Bootless Dick Davis is Captured!”

77 1864
MEMPHIS

7

8

9
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T H E  G H O S T  O F  B O O T L E S S  D I C K  D A V I S

STATE V. TROXDALE 
66 1848

LIVINGSTON

“A devise of  freedom is a substantive thing, whether 
the state recognizes it or not.”  –Judge Turley

“THE GOLDEN AGE OF TENNESSEE JURISPRUDENCE”

Rights of  
Women

Rights of  the 
Enslaved

Judge William B. Turley
1800-1851

Supreme Court
1835-1850

Rights of  
Free Blacks

Rights of  
Children

10

11

12
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THOMPSON V. CRUMP 

Shelby County Courthouse
Built 1909

“Without Fear or Favor”

Francis “Frank” 
Fentress
1873-1930

Chancellor
1910-1917

Justice, Tennessee 
Supreme Court

1918

Boss E. H. 
Crump
1874-1954

Memphis Mayor
1910-1915; 1940

55 1916

Luke Wright

MEMPHIS

Chancellor 
F. H. Heiskell 

TIE

U.S. V. BLANTON
55 1981

NASHVILLE

RAY BLANTON
1930-1996

Governor
1975-1979

First Day of  Trial

TIE

13

14

15
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STATE V. MURRELL 
“The Great Western Land Pirate”

John Murrell
1806-1844

Milton Brown
1804-1883

44
1834

JACKSON

“Jesse James was a retail rascal; Murrell was wholesale.” –Mark Twain

J O H N  M U R R E L L ’ S  T R E A S U R E

Denmark, Tennessee

W E L L S  V .  C H E S A P E A K E ,  O H I O  &  
S O U T H W E S T E R N  R . R .  

Chief  Justice 
Peter Turney

Ida B. Wells
1862-1931

“The court cast a blind eye 
on discriminatory practices 
and the absence of  first-
class facilities for black 
passengers.” –James Greer

“We think it is evident that 
the purpose of  [Wells] . . . 
was to harass with a view to 
this suit.”                             
–Chief  Justice Turney

“O God . . .Thou hast always fought the battles of  the weak and 
oppressed. Come to my aid at this moment and teach me what 
to do, for I am sorely, bitterly disappointed.” –Ida B. Wells

Holmes 
Cummins

James 
Greer

Thomas 
Cassels

“The Mother of  the 
Civil Rights Movement”

1884

33
MEMPHIS

TIE
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17
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EDWARD WARD CARMACK

Carmack
“The way to right wrongs 
is to turn the light of truth 
upon them.” – Ida B. Wells

SENATOR
EDWARD WARD CARMACK

MEMPHIS NASHVILLE

Gov. Patterson

Carmack
1858-1908

November 9, 1908

Duncan Cooper
“Baldheaded 

Dunc”
Robin 

Cooper

19

20

21
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CIRCUIT COURTDAVIDSON COUNTY 

1909

STATE V. COOPER 
33

Duncan 
Cooper

Robin 
Cooper

Gov. Malcolm 
R. Patterson

Luke Wright
For the DefenseOld Davidson County Courthouse

NASHVILLE
TIE

CHIEF JUSTICE 
W. D. BEARD

“A Free and Untrammeled 
Judiciary”

William Dwight Beard
1835-1910

22

23

24



5/29/2025

9

LUKE WRIGHT
1846-1922

Boss E. H. CrumpTheodore Roosevelt Shelby County Courthouse

U.S. V. HOFFA 
22

James F. Neal
Judge Frank W. 

Wilson

Jimmy Hoffa

1964
CHATTANOOGA

25

26

27
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STATE V. SCOPES 

John Scopes William 
Jennings Bryan 

Clarence Darrow and Bryan

1925

Rhea County Courthouse

DAYTON11

THE 
RULE OF LAW

28

29


