LOCAL RULES OF PRACTICE
TWENTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
HICKMAN, LEWIS, PERRY AND WILLIAMSON COUNTIES

RULES OF THE CIRCUIT AND CHANCERY COURTS
FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Adopted Effective September 1, 2004
As Amended Through September 1, 2017
And Further Amended March 1, 2019
INTRODUCTION

JUDGES. The 21® Judicial District embraces Hickman, Lewis, Perry, and Williamson Counties.
All Judges of the 21" Judicial District have full civil and criminal jurisdiction therein and are assigned
areas of responsibility by the Presiding Judge.

CLERKS. Each county within the District has a Circuit Court Clerk and a Clerk and Master with
powers and duties prescribed by statute for such offices generally. The Clerk and Master is also clerk
of the Probate Division of the Chancery Court.

The clerks are expected to perform all of the acts, including the issuance of writs of
attachment, and fixing bonds therefor, which the Clerks are authorized to perform under the
applicable statutes.

As used in these Rules, “CLERK" includes the Circuit Court Clerk and/or the Chancery Clerk
and Master.

GRANDJURIES will be empanelled as follows:
WILLIAMSON COUNTY-First Monday in January and July.

When the first Monday in January is January 1, the Grand Jury will be empanelled on January

When the first Monday in July is July 4, the Grand Jury will be empanelled on July 5.
HICKMAN COUNTY-First Wednesday in February and August.
LEWIS COUNTY-First Monday in February and August.

If the first Monday is a holiday, the Grand Jury will be empanelled on the next Tuesday
following.

PERRY COUNTY-Fourth Monday in February and August.
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If the fourth Monday is a holiday, the Grand Jury will be empanelled on the next Wednesday
following.

[Adopted effective September 1, 2004; Amended Effective December 1, 2014]

WHEREAS: Effective December 1, 2014, the Circuit and Chancery Courts for the Twenty-First
Judicial District (the “District”), adopted a comprehensive restatement of the Local Rules of Practice
for Civil and Criminal Cases pending in the District (the “Local Rules”); and

WHEREAS: The Local Rules have promoted the efficient and cost-effective resolution and
disposition of cases brought in the District; and

WHEREAS: Experience gained through enforcing and adhering to the Local Rules has revealed the
need to adopt certain amendments to clarify the intention of the courts and provide guidance to
litigants, the general public, and the practicing bar.

THEREFORE, the following Local Rules are amended and restated as set out herein, and all Local
Rules not hereby amended shall remain in full force and effect. For ease of reference, where the
substance of an amendment is to add language to an existing Local Rule, the new language is set out
in italics. Where the substance of an amendment is to replace existing language and substitute new
language, an explanatory note to that effect is set out in brackets.

[Adopted Effective September 1, 2004; Amended December 1, 2014; Further Amended Effective
September 1, 2017].

CIVIL RULES

Rule 1. General Rules Not Abrogated

The Tennessee Rules of Civil, Criminal and Appellate Procedure, of Evidence, and the Rules
of Professional Conduct and Judicial Conduct, will take precedence over these Rules.

[Adopted Effective September 1, 2004; Amended Effective December 1, 2014].

Rule 2. Filing and Serving of Papers

Section 2.01. Filing with the Clerk

All pleadings, motions, proposed judgments and orders shall be filed with or submitted to the
Clerk. Briefs shall be lodged with the Clerk who will deliver the same to the Judge.

Section 2.02. Certificate of Service

All papers must contain a certificate of service to opposing party's(ies’)/counsel which must
contain the date of service, the name of the person or persons served, and the method of service.
The Clerk may refuse to file papers not having a certificate which complies with these rules and all
applicable rules of Civil, Criminal or Appellate Procedure. (For the Rule as to appealable orders or
decrees, see Rules 5 and 11.01).
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[Adopted Effective September 1, 2004, Amended Effective September 1, 2010].

Rule 3. Jury Trial

Section 3.01. Peremptory Challenge Procedure

At trial, peremptory challenges will be written on a sheet of paper provided the respective
attorneys for that purpose. Any objection with regard to a challenge based upon systematic racial or
sexual discrimination will be made by any party at this time. The failure to object when returning the
opponent’s challenge sheet to the court officer constitutes a waiver of such objection.

[Adopted Effective September 1, 2004; Amended Effective September 1, 2010; Further
Amended Effective December 1, 2014].

Rule 4. Trial and Motion Schedules and Calendars

Section 4.01. Trial and Motion Schedules and Calendars

The Presiding Judge will prepare and deliver to the Clerks a master schedule designating days
for motions, non-jury trials and jury trials for each Judge. Individual trial and motion calendars will be
prepared by the Clerk.
[Adopted Effective September 1, 2004. Amended Effective September 1, 2010].

Rule 5. Pretrial Motions

Section 5.01. General

All pretrial motions must be filed and scheduled for hearing no later than the court's last regular
motion day before the scheduled trial date. No motions, including motions in limine to exclude
testimony, will be heard on the day of trial.

Section 5.02. Content of Motions

Motions and written oppositions to motions may contain legal analysis or argument designated
as such, or may be accompanied by a separate memorandum of law. In the event a party relies upon
legal authority other than published cases decided by Tennessee appellate courts, a copy of the
authority on which the party relies shall be filed as an appendix to the party’s written legal argument.

Section 5.03. 14-Day Rule

(a)  All motions, other than motions for summary judgment, together with all affidavits, sworn
income and expense statements, depositions, briefs and other matters presented in support of the
motion, must be filed and served by personal delivery at least fourteen (14) days prior to the date set
for the hearing on the motion. Notice of the hearing date shall be either set out conspicuously in the
motion or in a separate writing filed with the clerk and served on all parties at least fourteen (14) days
prior to the hearing date.
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(b)  Motions for summary judgment must be scheduled to be heard at least thirty (30) days
before the scheduled trial date, unless the court orders otherwise. A motion for summary judgment
cannot be heard until at least thirty-seven (37) days after the motion and all matters presented in
support of the motion are filed and served, unless the court orders otherwise. Motions for summary
judgment will be set for hearing upon contacting the court’s judicial legal assistant for dates and times
and by order of the court using the form in Appendix A attached hereto.

[Adopted Effective September 1, 2004; Amended Effective September 1, 2017].

(c) If a motion is opposed, a written response to the motion must be filed and served on all
parties. Responses to motions, including counter-affidavits, sworn income and expense statements,
depositions, briefs or any other matters presented in opposition to the motion, must be filed and
served by personal delivery. For motions set to be heard in Williamson County, service must be
accomplished no later than close of business three (3) business days prior to the day on which the
motion is set to be heard. For motions set to be heard in either Hickman, Lewis, or Perry Counties,
such service shall be accomplished not later than the close of business four (4) business days prior to
the date on which the motion is set to be heard. There shall be no reply to a response. In the event
no written response is filed in opposition to a motion, the counsel for the moving party need not
appear on the date set for hearing. Rather, counsel for the moving party may serve and submit an
order to be signed by the Judge which order shall be treated as an order not approved for entry by all
parties, in accordance with Rule 11.01 of these Local Rules. The Circuit Court Clerk and the Clerk &
Master shall establish a “no response” docket which reflects the date and time when a motion is filed
and the fact that no response was timely filed.

[Adopted Effective September 1, 2004; Amended Effective September 1, 2017; Further Amended
Effective March 1, 2019].

(d) If, at the time a motion is filed the moving party sets the motion to be heard, the motion
shall conspicuously state the date and time of the hearing and shall advise the non-moving party that
the failure to file and serve a written response may result in the motion being granted without further
hearing. The following text, if used by the moving party, shall be deemed in compliance with this rule:

“THIS MOTION IS SET TO BE HEARD ON (date) AT (time)
O'CLOCK, A.M./P.M. ON THE (CIRCUIT) (CHANCERY) COURT MOTION DOCKET HEARD AT
THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE. IF NO WRITTEN RESPONSE

TO THIS MOTION IS FILED AND SERVED IN THE TIME SET BY THE LOCAL RULES OF
PRACTICE, THE MOTION MAY BE GRANTED WITHOUT A HEARING.”

(e) If, at the time a motion is filed, the moving party does not set the motion to be heard, the
motion shall conspicuously advise the non-moving party that the motion has not been set for a
hearing. Thereafter, the moving party, or the parties by agreement, shall, by written notice timely
served on all parties, set the motion to be heard within the time constraints established by these
rules.

)] For purposes of this Local Rule, service by personal delivery of a motion or of a written

response in opposition to a motion means: (i) physical delivery, or (ii) electronic delivery via email in
accordance with Rule 5.02(2), Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure.
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Section 5.04 Motion to Compel/Efforts to Resolve Discovery Conflicts

The Court will refuse to rule on any motion related to discovery, including a motion to compel
for failure to timely respond, unless the motion contains a statement which certifies the lawyer for the
moving party, or the moving party when said party is self-represented, has conferred with opposing
counsel, or party, in a good faith effort to resolve the matters alleged in the motion and that the effort
has not been successful. Such good faith effort shall, at a minimum, be evidenced by a writing from
the moving party to the non-moving party describing the alleged deficiencies in discovery.

[Adopted Effective September 1, 2004; Further Amended Effective September 1, 2017].

Section 5.05. Chambers’ Copies of Motions and Memoranda

Parties have leave to submit to the courts’ chambers an additional copy of all potentially
dispositive motions and supporting memoranda of law [e.g. motions to dismiss, judgment on the
pleadings, summary judgment] and motions and supporting memoranda of law for class certification.
Such submission may be by email to the respective judge’s assistant attaching a portable data file. A
chambers’ copy of supporting evidentiary material is not required nor encouraged. A party submitting
a chambers’ copy of any motion and/or memorandum shall serve a full and complete copy on the
adverse party. Orders are not to be submitted directly to chambers, unless specifically requested by
the court. All originals must be filed with the clerk.

[Adopted Effective September 1, 2004; Amended Effective September 1, 2010; Further Amended
Effective December 1, 2014].

Rule 6. Post-Trial Motions and Motions in Hickman, Lewis, and Perry
Counties
Section 6.01 Motions for New Trial, Motions for Judgment N.O.V. and

Motions to Alter or Amend

Motions for new trial, motions for judgment n.o.v. and motions to alter or amend will not be set
for hearing except upon direction of the Judge. Such motions should be accompanied by any citation
of authorities and written argument which the moving party wishes the Judge to consider. No such
motion will be sustained by the Judge without affording the adverse parties an opportunity either to
file responsive briefs and written argument or to be heard in oral argument.

Section 6.02. Setting of Motions in Hickman, Lewis, or Perry County

(a) Motions in all civil cases pending in either Hickman, Lewis, or Perry County may be
heard on the regular circuit or chancery motion dockets of any of those counties irrespective of the
county where the case[s] may be pending. Counsel for a party wishing to have a motion heard in a
county other than the county where the case is pending shall give fourteen (14) days notice to
adversary counsel and the court of the setting for the hearing and shall be responsible for obtaining
the record from the Circuit Clerk or Clerk & Master where the case is pending, delivering the record to
the court on the day of the hearing and, following the hearing, promptly returning the record to the
Circuit Clerk or Clerk & Master where the case is pending.
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(b)  The provisions of this Section are applicable only to cases pending in either Hickman,
Lewis, or Perry counties, shall not apply to cases pending in Wiliamson County and does not
authorize the setting of any pretrial motions for hearing in Williamson County without prior leave of
court.

(c) Notwithstanding the foregoing, no party proceeding pro se shall be permitted to set a
pretrial motion for hearing in any county other than the county in which the case is pending.

[Adopted Effective September 1, 2004; Amended September 1, 2010; Further Amended Effective
December 1, 2014].

Rule 7. Setting Cases for Trial and Continuances

Section 7.01. Setting Cases for Trial

Except for divorce and parenting plan actions and cases anticipated to take longer than 3 days
to try, cases shall be set for trial in one of the following ways:

(a) By agreement of counsel after consultation with the Judges’ Administrative Assistant,
such agreement to be evidenced by a court order;

(b) By motion; and
() By the court with notice to counsel.

Non-jury trials which are anticipated to require 2 hours or less may be set by agreed order on
the regularly scheduled non-jury days. Cases requiring longer than 2 hours, but not longer than one
(1) day, may be set by agreement after consultation with the Judges’ Office. Domestic cases will be
set in accordance with Rule 12 of these Local Rules.

Court schedules shall be prepared, released, posted in the clerk’s offices and distributed to the
attorneys quarterly for the following six- month period. Attorneys may request electronic mail of the
court's schedule by providing their electronic mail address to the judge’'s office. Cases shall be
docketed in the order that the Order setting the case for trial is presented to the clerk of the court.

All motions to set and orders setting a case for trial will include a statement of how long the

attorney anticipates the case will take for trial. Any case that the attorney or attorneys anticipate will
take longer than three days will be set by motion only.

Section 7.02. Certifying Cases Ready When Set

(@) When a case is set by agreement or by motion without objection, all counsel are
certifying that they, their clients, and their necessary witnesses will be available for trial on the trial
date and that all discovery has been completed or will be completed prior to the selected trial date.
Where a case is set by the court or by motion over the objection of one or more of the parties, the
court will specify a reasonable time within which discovery is to be completed and specify a trial date
which falls at least fifteen (15) days thereafter. The failure to have completed discovery, inability to
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take a deposition, or failure to have completed any other trial preparation will not be grounds for a
continuance.

(b)  In accordance with Rule 5, all pretrial motions, including motions to exclude evidence,
must be filed in time to permit oral argument not later than the last regular motion day before the
scheduled trial date. No motions will be argued on the morning of trial.

(c) Atthe time a case is set for trial, counsel will provide their best, good-faith estimate of
the number of trial days reasonably likely to be required to try the case.

(d) For all cases to be tried to a jury, and all non-jury cases where counsel for at least one
party estimates the trial to require two or more days to try, the order setting the case for trial shall
comply with the provisions of Rule 9 of these Local Rules.

(e) Mediation is a proven and effective method of alternative dispute resolution. Engaging
in mediation promotes settlement and enhances the just and efficient resolution of civil litigation.
Accordingly, unless approved by the court, no civil action shall be set for trial unless the parties have
(i) engaged in good faith mediation without success, or have either, (ii) a firm date set for a mediation,
(iii) a deadline pursuant to a scheduling order for completion of mediation, or (iv) an order of the court
relieving the parties from the requirements of this rule, at the time they seek to have a case set for
trial. This rule does not apply to the following classes of cases: (i) appeals from judgments in the
general session court or juvenile court, and (ii) cases seeking termination of parental rights.

[Adopted Effective September 1, 2004; Amended September 1, 2010; Further Amended Effective
December 1, 2014].

Section 7.03. Continuances

Cases may be continued only by leave of court. Motions and agreements for continuance
must be supported by sworn affidavit and either be signed by the party or signed by the attorney and
contain a certificate that a copy of the motion has been mailed to the party or parties whom a signing
attorney represents.

[Adopted Effective September 1, 2004; Amended Effective September 1, 2010].

Rule 8. General Sessions Appeals

All General Sessions appeals will be set for trial by order of the Court. The Clerk will notify the
parties of the trial date.

[Adopted Effective September 1, 2004; Amended Effective September 1, 2010; Further Amended
Effective December 1, 2014].

Rule 9. Pre-Trial Procedure in Civil Cases
Section 9.01. Non-Jury Cases Requiring No More Than One Trial Day
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In all civil actions set for trial on the merits where all counsel for the parties estimate in good
faith that no more than one day will be required to try the case, at least seventy-two (72) hours
(excluding weekends) prior to the date set for trial:

(@) The names and addresses of all withesses shall be furnished to opposing counsel,

(b)  Copies of all exhibits which are proposed to be offered shall be furnished to opposing
counsel. When it is impractical to copy exhibits, the proposed exhibits shall be made available for
inspection upon reasonable notice; and

(c) In a divorce hearing, either final or temporary, involving alimony and/or child support
issues, a property, income, and expense statement in the form attached as Appendix B as
appropriate, shall be filed with the Clerk and a copy furnished to opposing counsel. The parties may
also include a proposed division of property and indebtednesses.

A violation of the above may be grounds for exclusion of the evidence.

Section 9.02. Jury Trials and Non-Jury Cases Requiring Two or More Trial Days

In all civil actions set for trial by jury and all non-jury cases where counsel for the parties
estimate in good faith that two or more days will be required to try the case, the following procedures
shall apply:

(@)  Not less than twenty-eight (28) days prior to the trial date, each party shall supplement
all prior written discovery responses to the fullest extent required by Rule 26.05(3) of the Tennessee
Rules of Civil Procedure. Nothing in this Section shall be construed to relieve any party of the duty
seasonably to supplement the party’s responses to discovery otherwise required by Rules 26.05(1)
and (2).

(b) In cases to be tried to a jury, not less than twenty-eight (28) days prior to the trial date,
each party shall file and serve proposed jury instructions and requested verdict form and provide a
bench copy to the court. A party requesting an instruction contained in the “then-most-current-edition”
of the Tennessee Patterned Jury Instructions (Civil), may comply with this rule by citing to the number
of the pattern instruction. A party requesting an instruction not contained in the pattern instructions
shall provide the full text of the requested instruction together with appropriate citation to legal
authority for the proposed instruction.

(c) Not less than seven (7) days prior to the trial date, the parties shall jointly file a pre-trial
statement setting out the following information:

(i) The name of each witness to be called by each party during the presentation of
that party’s case-in-chief, either in person or by deposition, together with a designation of
whether the witness is offered as an expert;

(i) A designation by page and line number of all deposition excerpts to be offered

into evidence in lieu of the live testimony of the deponent witness pursuant to Rules 32.01 (2)
and (3) of the Tennessee Rule of Civil Procedure and any objection to such designation,
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(iiy A list of all exhibits to be offered by each party into evidence during the
presentation of that party’s case-in-chief, together with a designation of which exhibits, if any,
have been stipulated by the parties to be either authentic and/or admissible in evidence; and

(iv) A concise statement of each party’s claims and defenses.
(d) Not less than seven (7) days prior to a non-jury trial, each party shall separately file and
serve on all other parties by personal delivery, a pre-trial brief setting forth the party’s position and

legal argument with respect to the issues to be tried. A party may choose to comply with this Section
by filing proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law.

Section 9.03. Customized Case Management

(@) The purpose of customized case management is to provide mandatory, court-
supervised case management tailored to the individual needs of appropriate cases. Management of
cases is primarily and ultimately the responsibility of the lawyers acting in the best interests of their
clients. Customized case management brings to bear the attention and resources of the court to
assist the parties in achieving the most efficient planning, scheduling, and progression of the case in
order to facilitate the just, speedy, and less costly disposition of civil actions in the 21% Judicial
District. Cases appropriate for customized case management are those that present inherent factual,
legal, or procedural complexity such that the efficient administration of justice and the interests of the
parties will benefit from a greater degree of pre-trial case management.

(b)  After the filing of an initial responsive pleading, counsel for either party may, by motion,
request that a case be subject to the pre-trial procedures in this Section. The court may, on its own
motion, likewise determine that a case be subject to the procedures in this Section. Because the
benefits of customized case management are diminished the longer a case is pending, the court will
give great weight to the length of time a case has been pending in determining whether the case is
appropriate for the procedures of this Section.

() A case selected for customized case management will be promptly set for an Initial
Case Management Conference which, at the court's discretion, may be held in person with counsel
for the parties or by a scheduled telephone conference call. The Initial Case Management
Conference shall be conducted in accordance with Rule 26.06 of the Tennessee Rules of Civil
Procedure. Prior to the Initial Case Management Conference, counsel for all parties shall, at the
initiative of plaintiff's counsel, prepare a proposed case management order that includes to the extent
practicable the following elements:

(i) Whether the court’s jurisdiction and the venue of the action are
disputed;

(i) The parties’ theories of the case and their claims and defenses;
() A proposed discovery plan. In the event the parties are unable to reasonably

agree on a proposed discovery plan, each party shall submit the party’s own proposed
discovery plan; and
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(iv)  The identification of any legal issues, the resolution of which may substantially
shorten the litigation or length of trial.

(d)  The court, on its own motion or the parties by agreement or motion, may schedule
subsequent case management conferences as appropriate and necessary for the efficient conduct of
the case.

(e) The provisions of Section 9.02 shall apply to all cases subject to this Section.

[Adopted effective September 1, 2004; Amended effective September 1, 2010;
Further amended effective December 1, 2014].

Section 9.04 Complex Commercial Dispute Docket

(a) General: A separate Complex Commercial Dispute Docket is hereby created for eligible
civil cases filed in Chancery or Circuit Court in Williamson County.

(b) Purpose and Organization: The Complex Commercial Dispute Docket is a form of
customized case management consisting of a specialized docket established to provide
more cost effective disposition of business cases, and continuity of case management
notwithstanding the normal docket rotation practices of the Twenty-First Judicial District. A
single circuit judge/chancellor, designated by the Presiding Judge with the concurrence of
all circuit judges serving the Judicial District, shall be assigned to the Complex Commercial
Dispute Docket. Individual cases shall be transferred to the Complex Commercial Dispute
Docket in accordance with the procedures set out in this Section 9.04, irrespective of which
part of the Circuit or Chancery non-domestic civil docket the case would ordinarily be
assigned based upon docket number at the time of initial filing.

(c) Eligibility Criteria: A civil case is eligible for transfer to the Complex Commercial Dispute
Docket if:

(1) The amount in controversy based upon the pleadings is at least $200,000, or the action
asserts claims seeking primarily injunctive or declaratory relief, and
(2) The case meets one or more of the following criteria:

(i) Relates to the internal governance affairs of a business entity (i.e., corporations,
limited liability companies, limited partnerships, REITs, and other associations of
persons formed for the purpose of conducting business) including, without
limitation, (A) resolution of governance deadlock; (B) judicial dissolution of the
entity; (C) declaration of the rights or obligations between those holding
ownership interests such as shareholders, partners, and/or members, however
denominated, and/or (D) the liability or indemnity of officers, directors, managers,
trustees or partners.

(ii) Involves claims for breach of contract, fraud, misrepresentation, breach of
fiduciary duty or statutory violations between businesses arising out of business
transactions or relationships.
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(i) s a shareholder derivative action or an action brought pursuant to the
Tennessee Securities Act.

(iv)  Involves commercial real property disputes other than (A) claims subject to
arbitrations and (B) residential landlord-tenant disputes and foreclosures.

(v) Involves business claims between or among two or more business entities or
individuals as to their business or investment activities relating to contracts,
transactions, or relationships between or among them.

(viy Arises from technology licensing agreements, including software and
biotechnology licensing agreements, or any agreement involving the licensing of
any intellectual property right recognized by Tennessee law.

(3) The following cases are excluded from the Complex Commercial Dispute Docket:

(i) Personal injury including wrongful death.

(i) Professional malpractice claims, except where incidental to claims arising out of
or related to professional services rendered to a business enterprise and
otherwise qualifying pursuant to Section 9.04(c) (1) and (2) of these Local Rules.

(i) Consumer transactions, residential landlord-tenant disputes and residential
foreclosure actions.

(ivy Employment disputes except where incidental to matters otherwise qualifying
pursuant to Section 9.04(c) (1) and (2) of these Local Rules.

(v)  Health care liability actions.

(viy A professional fee dispute except where incidental to matters otherwise
qualifying pursuant to Section 9.04(c) (1) and (2 of these Local Rules).

(vii)  Cases in which the State of Tennessee is a party.

(vii) Administrative appeals from a State, County or other government agency
including tax, zoning and land use matters.

(d) Procedure for transfer to the Complex Commercial Dispute Docket:

(1) Any party, in a civil action eligible for transfer to the Complex Commercial Dispute
Docket, may, not later than sixty (60) days following that party's filing and service of a
pleading or responsive pleading, file and serve a Motion For Transfer to the Complex
Commercial Dispute Docket using the form for such motion found in Appendix C of
these Local Rules. The moving party shall set the Motion for Transfer to the Complex
Commercial Dispute Docket for a hearing pursuant to Section 5.03 of these Local
Rules. The judge assigned to the Complex Commercial Dispute Docket shall decide the
merits of said motion.

(2) In addition, the court to which an eligible case is initially assigned at the time of filing, if
that judge is not the judge assigned to the Complex Commercial Dispute Docket, may,
on that court’s own motion, designate such eligible case for transfer to the Complex
Commercial Dispute Docket. Any party objecting to the transfer shall, not later than
twenty eight (28) days following the designation of the case for transfer to the Complex
Commercial Dispute Docket, file and serve its objection to the designation and set the
same for hearing pursuant to Section 5.03 of these Local Rules. Any party failing to
object timely and in writing to the designation of a case for transfer to the Complex
Commercial Dispute Docket, shall be deemed to have consented to such designation.
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(e) Effect of transfer to the Complex Commercial Dispute Docket: Cases transferred to
the Complex Commercial Dispute Docket will be subject to customized case management
pursuant to Tenn. R. Civ. P. 16 and Section 9.03 of these Local Rules and will be assigned
to the same judge/chancellor for disposition irrespective of the normal practices of docket
rotation.

[Adopted Effective September 1, 2017].

Section 9.05 Procedures Applicable to Motions, Petitions, and other Requests for
Criminal Contempt Sanctions

(a) Notice of initial appearance: At the time any motion, petition or other request for criminal
contempt sanctions is filed by a private party, the clerk shall cause to be entered an order
(the “Initial Appearance Order”) requiring the contempt defendant to appear before the
court in which the criminal contempt matter is pending, pursuant to Tenn. R. Crim. P. 42, on
a date certain to be entered by the clerk at the time the order to appear is entered. The
order entered by the clerk shall conform to the form in Appendix D to these Local Rules.
The party initiating the criminal contempt matter shall, without unreasonable delay, serve
the Initial Appearance Order upon the criminal contempt defendant and/or his or her
counsel of record, if any.

(b) Initial appearance: Unless the contempt defendant waives his or her right to an initial
appearance, at the date and time set in the Initial Appearance Order, or by any subsequent
court order, the court will provide the contempt defendant the notices described in Tenn. R.
Crim. P. 42(b)(1) and enter an order confirming such notice in compliance with Tenn. R.
Crim. P. 42(b)(2) (the “Rule 42 Order”). The Rule 42 Order shall conform to the form in
Appendix E to these Local Rules and shall include (i) a schedule for the orderly disposition
of the contempt charge, (ii) a stay of discovery served on the contempt defendant, and (ii) a
hearing date, if feasible.

(c) Waiver of initial appearance: Prior to the scheduled date of the initial appearance, a
contempt defendant may waive his or her right to an initial appearance by filing and serving
upon the adversary party, a notice of waiver that conforms in form and substance with the
form in Appendix F to these Local Rules.

[Adopted Effective September 1, 2017].
Rule 10. Exhibits

Section 10.01. Depositions and Discovery Material

Depositions and discovery material shall not be filed with the Clerk. Any such material offered
into evidence that is not read to the court may be made trial exhibits at the request of either party and
subject to approval by the Court.

[Adopted Effective September 1, 2004; Amended Effective December 1, 2014].
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