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MEMORANDUM
TO: Judge Don Elledge, presiding judge 7th judicial district
DATE: May 1, 2020
RE: 7th Judicial District Re-Opening Plan

On April 29, 2020, the Tennessee Supreme Court received the 7th Judicial District Re-Opening
Plan. Please revise your plan and address the following;:

(1) The number of persons in any courtroom at any one time should not exceed 10, plus the
judge, court personnel, and court security personnel.

(2) The procedures for admission to the various courthouses or buildings housing courts should
be addressed. Also, what health screening will be done?

(3) How will social distancing be addressed outside the respective courtrooms?
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not exceeded, and this may even mean one case with their witnesses will be heard
with the Courtroom otherwise empty. This applies to both Criminal and Civil
cases.

Upon entering each Courtroom, everyone is “encouraged” to use both gloves and
facemasks. This is not an order of the Court; it is simply an encouragement.

The use of thermometers shall be at the discretion of each Judge, with the
understanding that the Court does not have the assets to purchase these individual
thermometers.

There shall be no jury trial until the Supreme Court lifts its restriction of jury
trials.

That all types of hearings previously sanctioned by the Tennessee Supreme Court,
shall continue to be heard, and again, each Judge is encouraged to utilize available
technologies such as and telephone, teleconferencing, email, video conferencing,
as set out above.

That the Grand Jury for Anderson County shall be able to meet in the County
Commission Room, which is the normal Grand Jury meeting room and that room
has sufficient spacing so that each member of the Grand Jury can exercise
physical distancing.

That this Order shall take effect upon approval by the Tennessee Supreme Court.
That if this Plan/Order is approved by the Tennessee Supreme Court, then it shall
remain in effect until otherwise terminated or modified by Order of the Tennessee

Supreme Court.



ENTER THIS THE 29" DAY OF APRIL 2020

[,

JUDGE DONALD ELLEDGE
CIRCUIT AND CRIMINAL COURT PRESIDING JUDGE

Clerk’s Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that a copy of this Order has been served on M. Nichole Cantrell, Chancellor
General Sessions Division I Judge, Don A. Layton, General Sessions Division II Judge, Roger
Miller, Juvenile Court Judge, Brian Hunt, Child Support Magistrate, Josephine Clark, City
Judges for the City of Norris, Rocky Top, Oak Ridge, Oliver Springs and Clinton by placing the
same in the United States Mail, postage prepaid this the QO day of ﬁpri E i
2020.
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Deputy Clerk e




