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Composition of the Court
Tenn. Code Ann. 17-5-201

Three judges form the Appellate Courts.

One trial judge from each grand division of the
state.(3)

One practicing attorney from each grand
division.(3)

Three public members who are not judges or
attorneys.

One General Sessions or Juvenile Judge from
each grand division.

One Municipal Judge



Purpose of the Court
Tenn. Code Ann. 17-5-101

* Provide an orderly and efficient method for
making inquiry into:
— 1. The physical, mental and/or moral fitness of any
Tennessee judge.
— 2. The manner of performance of duty.
— 3. The judge’s commission of any act calculated to
reflect unfavorably upon the judiciary of the state or

bring the judiciary into disrepute or which may
adversely affect the administration of justice in the

state; or
— 4. The conduct of candidates for judicial office



COMPLAINTS FILED
348THROUGH 06-30-2009

Complaints filed

Summary Dismissals &
Dismissals after Pl

Dismissed by Panel after
Appeal

Total Summary Dismissals

AVERAGE COMPLAINTS PER
MONTH

348

308

22
330

29

89%

6%
95%



Complaints Filed

@ Summary Dismissal and
Dismissal After P.. '

# Dismissal by Panel after

059% appeal

0 Total Summary Dismissal

I

6%




Types of Summary Dismissals

« Complaint about Decision 192
» No facts to justify a complaint 51
* No jurisdiction over the person

who is complained about 24

Total 267



NATURE OF COMPLAINTS

FILED

Failure to comply with the

Law 218  62%
Bias, prejudice, unfairness 49 4%
Discourtesy 19 5%
Abuse of Office 12 3%
Conflict of interest 9 1%
Delay 13 4%
Ex parte communication 10 3%
Disability 2 1%
Political violation 4 1%
Miscellaneous 13 4%

TOTAL 349



Nature of Complaint

‘& Failure to Comply With Lawl
& Bias, Prejudice, Unfaimess
0 Discourtesy J
‘0 Abuse of Office |
1 Conflict of Interest I
‘& Delay J
2 Ex Parte Communication |

0
2% 0 Disability

# Political Violation

1 Miscellaneous




- ACCUSED JUDGE

Criminal 90 26%
Circuit __ 67 19%
Chancery 32 9%
General Sessions 93 27%
Juvenile 9 3%
Municipal 8 3%
Referee 18 9%
Commissioner 1 0%
Probate 0 0%
Appellate 4 1%
Sr. & retired Judge 11 3%
Other 16 9%

TOTAL 349



Accused Judge
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DISPOSITIONS 360 THROUGH 06/30/2009

Dismissal by Disciplinary Counsel 270 75%
Dismissal after preliminary investigation 35 10%
Dismissal with warning after preliminary

investigation 3 1%
Dismissal after appeal of summary

dismissal 22 6%
Dismissal after full investigation 0 0%
Dismissal with warning after full investigation 0 0%
Deferred Discipline Agreement 5 1%
Private Letter Reprimand 5 1%
Private Censure 0 0%
Public Reprimand 3 1%
Public Censure 2 1%
Retired based on termination of Judge Status 7 2%
Other 8 2%




Types of Action Where Judge
Received a Warning or Discipline

Failure to Comply with law
Bias, prejudice, unfairness
Discourtesy

Abuse of Office

Conflict of Interest

Delay

Disability

Political Violation
Miscellaneous
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Compilaint

Filed
[ D.C. Preliminary Investigation
D.C.
Review
l Recommendation to
Complaint,__— Investigative Panel
Dismissed
Direct D.C. to Authorize a Full
take different Investigation

action



Full Investigation

v
Report to Investigate
Panel who Decides to:

Dismiss
Approve D.C. Modify D.C.
Recommendation of  Recommendation to
Settlement Settle

Authorize Formal
Charges and Trial



* Public Reprimands and
Censures for 2008/2009
to follow:
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FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

The Honarabie Clara W, Byrd

105 ¥% South Cumberfand Street

P.0, Box 788

Lebenon, TN 37038-0788

RE: Complaint of Kasee Elking v. Judgs Clara W, Byrd
File No, 06-2657

Dear Judge Byrd:

Thie shall serve as & public letier reprimand pursuan to your
agreement with the Investigative Pane{ of this Court

The reprimand relates to your sctions in failing to implement the
mandate of the Cowrt of Appeals of the Middic Section of Tenpessee in
the case styled IN RE: CAR. #M2005-02286-COA-RI-CV, The
mandate of the Court of Appeals required the implementation of the Court
of Appeals judgment which required you Lo “immediaiely restoce custody
o the mother pursuani ta the permanent parenting plan it ellect prior Lo
the change of cusiody in August of 2005." As a result of your failure t
immediately follow the mendate, the maother of the child was required to
expend edditional etlarney’s fzes ko go back Lo the Court of Appeals to
impierent their ardes.

The above-styled cooduct violates Canons 2A, 3B(2) and IB(8) of
the Code of Judicial Conduct and fusther constitiies conduct that brings
the judiciary into public disrepute under Tennessee Code Annotated §17-
£-302(8).

constitutes 3 public reprinmns] for yeur achons, In the fulure, you are 1o follow explicitly the
adopied rules of juvenile procedusc and once you are disqualified from a case as a result of vour

tecusal, you are prohibiled from 1aking additional acrions in tiose maners,

Sineerely vours,

D R, Ash

Presuling Jusge
Couwrt of the Judictary

o¢: Investigative Panel
Disciplinary Cawnscl



310 Caict Soem

Seiw

Nl TN 1124)-00)
RO OF THE TEXNKASER
TOURT (F THE JUTRIARY

Das . Ash

Porling ine
LYty Dinier
Pesiiplinary Comrert

Lt (e

[
Aty Rotksher Viulno,
S Lot
Cleny R Lisk:

ol Merly
farbi L nc
Kty highitchan
vy Mt Schal ey
Gcgry 0. Somits
Srve Sl

e A Susiey
Dowight £ Siphev

B0 Mictae] Swiogy
Thezmir Wrinan
Thamas ¥ Swalal

. H gl
SN

MiM20 py i)
THE TENNESSEE 475,

(1118 %,
oo TN
X £

COURT OF THE JUDICIARY w7ty 5

Michar! W, Calalaw, (00

Nedpodie. TX \1yve a0t
MEMLHE

RELEASE TO PRESS

PUBLIC LETTER OF REPRIMAND

Apdil 17, 2009

The Homorble Curobyn Welk: Btacken
Sholby County Jaice Compies

0! Poplar Avenue, Saite 519
Menphis. Tennoree 38103

lnre:  (mernal Complaint ve. judge Carclya Blacken
Fite No. 08-336%

Dear Julge Blackert:

This shall serve a5 a poblic It of reprimand pursuant o
your agrevnend with i Investigaiive Bane) of this Ciaurt.

This reprimond relates Lo your handling of a pes-
conriclion celief petition filcd by Perry Cribbs. This posts
conviction petition ia a capitel cawe oan Gled Apeil 1), 1998, The
case w3 nof deeided by yon unlil May 23, 2006, ;1 time: lame of
seven years, fve moniles and mwasty-one tays. This heing
cupital e, Teametace Code Annoiaied 4l 30-1 | 1) reypwired
1 3 postconriciinn petftion to be conchuded m the 17l comrt
within oue yeur of the Alimg of the patition. The same simute
tequires 2 reling withis sixty-days of the coaclusion of tic proof,
In this eas< 2 deall fimad revised order v i your pozseesion oa
May 23, 2008 and yyu did nex chier your decision uniil May 23,
p.ui

C e ——— - L

Bhcken Pablic Reprimand
Apeil 11, 2009
Papedor2

Your netions in filing 10 decide this cuso in timely manner viokmed Canoa 1D
(8) of the Code of Judicial Conduct, The fallure 10 decide the case also viokes Canon
2A requiring o judge to respect sad camply with the taw and Conon 3A which niquires
Judiclal duties 1o tnke precedouce over wll cther aetlvisies of Ihe judge. This condust oo
violates Canos IB(2} requdting o judge o be Uil 1o the law nd to muaietals
profisiont] competence in it. i particular this candnct in falling lo decids 1he exss in @
timely manner violaked Tenncasee Code Aonomied § 40-30-1 11(d), Tennessex Code
Annotdted § 40-30-109(2) and Tennessex: Code Annotated § 40-30.-121. Your conduel in
this matier bas detrimentally affecied tha imegrity of the Tenaessee fudieinry and
uerdermines public confdence in the ndmisistration of jusifec.

T this keller scrves a3 o public leacr of reprimand and witl ho approprintely
Bled and disseminated. We arc now clasing owr fike on this maser,

Shcerety,
Don. R, Agh
Presiding Jikige
DRA/mpm
ce: Diselplmary Counsel
Investigative Panc)
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RE:  Coraplint of Losiie €., Sharpo ogaing
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Dear Judge Wabiou:

This shall e u @ pebic feter roprincnd porit 0
your apreeasnt with lhe Inveriyative Pl of this {oun.
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the pressece of alere, Thioe comacms WSt temeasing and
belinling ol cach of Thexe m«-m-«w Your
:linhﬂlhnwirmt'mnlllllmwihljudynh
patiens, dignificd sl couricen W Wi, jwors. wikwset,
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1_,““NU|nh:hm-qw-i' sad will ba sppRiscly
ol o e mx o diaing our Bz o Gils e ﬁ'-iynppm:
o with e Diptiplinsry C: J i Cnurt Shrospie Shic pracest.

Slmrarply yours.
i
Presiling Jedgt
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drvemigesive: Peaeh
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RELEASE TO PRESS
PUBLIC CENSURE

May 1. 2000

The Hoenocable Duswoad G. Moore
Dickson County Generat Sessions Judge
Past OMTice Box 247

Charlotte, Tennessee 370136

Inre: Complaint of Richard T. [Lansrete vs.
Judge Durwvond G. Moore
File No. US-3768

Irear Judpe Moore:

This shall serve as a public vensure pursuant 1 your
eement With the Investigative Panel of this Cour. This censure
relates 1o your canduct as Genesal Sesswons Coun Judge on
December 12,2008, On ihis particular day Atorney Rivhard T
[Lamsrow appeared belure vou represeming an individual who had
been charged with aetime. Priora the beginnmg of count Mr,
Hansrote and the Assistant IWsmet Anomey ogreed that the case in
question was (0 be bound 1o the Grand Jurs, waiving the
prelininary hearing. Mr. Lansrate anenipred 1o amounge this
agreeinent when vou took the bench and begap cidiing your
dockel. However, you did not recognize Mr. Hansrote or allow thy
moouncement. You then proceeded with the calling of your
varioas dockets, Mr [Lnsrote who had business i an adjacen
county ftad his client execute the appropriawe agreement and with
the conseni of the .4 asked 4 Fellow menther of the Bar tu
simply present the docsment later io the moming when you
ulunately called the case i qnestion. Mr, Hansroe leli the

Maoore Public Cemsure

Dicksen Coumy Courthease and while v route 10 an adiacent conniy was wiephoned and
mlonned that vou wauld nat acgept the exevuted winver, You represented o tiose in
<omrl Lhal this was a substifuion ol counsel which vou would not altow. Mr. Hansrowe
was instnicled 1o eall you. When Mr. Hansrete ¢alled you on the welephone vou
threatcred him with contempt if e did nat return w your caurt for the purpose of wis
ministerial net. During the conversation you uscd profinily and hung up on Mr.
Hansrote. Mr, Hansrote ultiaely Tiad his wife, who is also an gfiorney. leave a dental
appoiotment and drive 1o vour coun locanon o make ah appeacunce kaser in the aftermoon
W mike this announeement. Wiren she arrived you nnee agzain treaiened M. | lansrote
wiil contempt il he ever sought 1o have an atiomey stand in W make such an
announcenent in the fmure.

Such an anhouncement in this fslion i nol a subsdtution of counssl. Your
canduer in hanging up on Mr. Hansrote and using profanity as well as she threm of
criminal conternpt 10 Mr. Mansrote was inuppropriate. Your canducet in this matter
vialsted Canen 2A which requires a judge “to respeet and comply with he faw und shall
act ab all times in g manter that promaies public confidence in the inteariy and
impartiality of the Jadiciary.™ This conduct slso viakates Cuoon 384} which requires &
Judge to be “patient. dignihed and courteons with Titigants. jucors, witnesses. fiwyers and
others with whom the judge deals inan afficial capacin.™ Youwr conduyi in this maner
has detrimentally atfected the miegrity uf the Tennessee Judiciary and undermmes publiv
conlidence in the administration uf justice.

This public censure represents the highest depree of judicial disespline authorized
b lnw short of the Court secking « judgment recommending vour remmal as a judge
fromaffice, Jnihie Torere you are sdvised that seiious breiches of the Code of Judictal
Conduct will be responded 1o by the filing of charges seeking vour remeval. This now
conuiudes the inquiry it 1hese sllegmions and our liles are now closed.

Sincerely vours,

Don R Ash
Mresiding Judee
Court ol the Judiciary

DRA mpm
oo Investicanve Panel
Disciplinary Counsel
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lnre: Complaint of Benjamin J. Marchant vs
ludge Durwood G. Muore
File Na. 09-3778

Dear Judge Mowre:

Bermee Welthng
Thatma T Sl

This shall serve s public consare pursint (o your
agreement with the Investigutive Pasel of this Coun. This censure
relates 1o vour combhict as Geaeral Sessions Cours Tudge on
Janwary 2. 2009, O ins dae at approximately 1230 pm. M.
Marchant was a speetror in your courtroom, fle lisd conwe (o
phserve the courl proveedings as he lad a friend whe had coun
business and he was thers o peovide that individaal 3 ride @ ihe
cenelusion of vour couyt proceedings. While he sal in your epurs
you abserved him and ardered your hahiTor police ofizers wihe
courtroont (o 1ake Mr. Marelan! inlo cuslody and (o administer a
drug 1est on g person, Mr, Marebant wis neither a liigas, a
defembant ar 2 person who hud business befare the Couet and wis o
citizen obsgrver Mr. Marchaz at your direction wis seized by
police ofNcials and reguired fo previde a urine sample which was
drug tested, When the dig est was revealed (o be negative Mr.
Marchanl was released. The ardering of the seizure of
Mr. Marcham and this testing were illegal and neither stamors nar
constitutional hasis existed for yoor conduct, Your conduct in

Marchant v. Moere Public Censure
May 1, 2000
Puge 2ol 2

ordering a spectator to submif to a drug screen violated Canon 2A which roquires a judge
“to respect and comply with the law and shall act at 2l fimes 1n a manner that promoics
public confidence in the imcerity and impartiafity of the Judiciary.” This conduct alse
violates Canon 3B(2) which requires  judnc to be *aithful w the law and matntain
professional competence in it.” The conduct also violated Canon 3B(4) which reguires a
Judge Lo be “patient, digmified and courteous with litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers and
alhers with whomn the judge deals.in an official capacily.” This conduct also viclaies the
due process rights of Mr. Marchiant ta privacy and freedom under both the United States
Constitution and the Tenncssee Constitution. Your conduct in this matier has
desrimentally affected the incgrity of the Tennessec Judiciary and undermines public
confidenec inthe agministration of justice.

This public censurc represents the highest degreg of judicial discipline authorized
by faw sharl of the Court sceking n judgment recommending vour cemosal as a judge
from office, In the future you ave 10 accord all citizens who appear in your court their
constitutional rights and they shall not be seized on your suspicion for unawthorized dnig
iests, Each individua) who appears hefore vou sl be aflorded their due process nghts
and shall e property charged and nonced before uny adverse action is aken againsi
(hem.

Sincercly vours,

Don R, Ash
Presiding Judye
Courl of the Judiciarv

- DRA/mpm

e Investimtive Pancl

[ LT ORI
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615-253.1470

Judge Charles Rich

106 East Depat Street

Shelbyville, Tennessee 37162

RE: Complaint of Rhonds S. Janes against Judge Charbes Rich

FILENO. 07-3293
DATE: October 10, 2008

FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

Dear Judge Rich,

Pursuant to your agreemeant with the Investigative Panel of this
Court, I am issuing a public letter of reprimand based upon your actions in
Juvenile Court dealing with Ms. Rhonda Jones, In various rulings on ber
cases, you failed to make findings of fact as required by 28 (f}(2) of the
Tenncssee Rules of Juvenile Procedure and on multiple occasions,
attorneys representing Ms. Jones asked for these findings of fact in order
to appeal your decisions. Your refusal to muke such findings of fact
delayed Ms. Jones' ability to appeel and resulted in an untimely resolution
of her cases, thereby directly violating Rule 28 (£)(2) of the Tennessee
Rules of Juvenile Procedure and Canon 2A which obligates you as a judge
to know and follow the law, Your actions causing the delay of an appeal
violated Cannon 3B (B).

Next, afler recusing yourself from Ms. Jones' cases, you signed
two orders relating to ber December 2007 matters. In July 2008, you
signed another order authorizing ber attachment and incarceration for
failure to pay child support. This conduct is a violation of Canon 3E
(1Xa).

The conduct described above is detrimental to the administration
of justice and brings the Judiciary into public disrepute under the
provisions of Tean. Code Ann. §17-5-302(e). Accordingly, this

constitutes a public reprimiuul for your actions, In the Mitbre, vou ore 1o follow explicitly the
dopind rules of juvenile procadure and onec you und disqualificd from a case as o resalt of your
recusal, you are prohibitcd from taking additlinnal aciions in thase maters.

Sincerely yours,

Don R. Ash
Presiding Judye
Court of the Judiciary

ce: investigotive Panel
Disciplinery Cownsel



