


Composition of the Court 
Tenn. Code Ann. 17-5-201 

Three judges form the Appellate Courts. 
One trial judge from each grand division of the 
state.(3) 
One practicing attorney from each grand 
division.(3) 
Three public members who are not judges or 
attorneys. 
One General Sessions or Juvenile Judge from 
each grand division. 
One Municipal Judge 











NATURE OF COMPLAINTS 
FILED 

Failure to comply with the 
Law 

Bias, prejudice, unfairness 

Discourtesy 

Abuse of Office 

Conflict of interest 

Delay 

Ex parte communication 

Disability 

Political violation 

Miscellaneous 

TOTAL 









75% 

10% 

1% 

6% 

0% 

0% 

1% 

1% 

0% 

1% 

1% 

2% 

2% 

DISPOSITIONS 360 THROUGH 06/30/2009 

Dismissal by Disciplinary Counsel 

Dismissal after preliminary investigation 

Dismissal with warning after preliminary 
investigation 

Dismissal after appeal of summary 
dismissal 

Dismissal after full investigation 

Dismissal with warning after full investigation 

Deferred Discipline Agreement 

Private Letter Reprimand 

Private Censure 

Public Reprimand 

Public Censure 

Retired based on termination of Judge Status 

Other 
, 

270 

35 

3 

22 

0 

0 

5 

5 

0 

3 

2 

7 

8 



Types of Action Where Judge 
Received a Warning or Discipline 
Failure to Comply with law 
Bias, prejudice, unfairness 
Discourtesy 
Abuse of Office 
Conflict of Interest 
Delay 
Disability 
Political Violation 
Miscellaneous 



Complaint 
Filed 

D.C. Preliminary Investigation 

D.C 
Review 

Recommendation to 

complaint/ Investigative Panel 
Dismissed / 

Direct D.C. to 
take different 

Authorize a Full 
Investigation 

action 
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hLUL 
mar* 
J+m)W FOR PUBWC W E  
W W  

RE: Cornplaid o C K m  flkinsv. C h W .  Byrd 
FilcNo. 62651 

lk abn-stykd w o ~  vidasClnowL4 3B(qmd lB(9 of 
tbe Ckk ofludisial Cord- d Iulmu c d t d  hl 

m l i l u t s  a public ~plinl i l l l i l  fn~. !.ulr acli~lls. In ilh' hlarc. !ou are lu Rlln\~ cspliciily ihu 
rdopicl lulls oljuvenilc pnc~darc am1 once )VII i l r ~  disq~laliliutl (nun a c w  ,lc n LWII ot'!nur 
recus~l~ pu arc pmhihilud I~IIIII 1aki11: i ~ t l d i l i ~ ~ ~ ~ ? l  relions ill I~III~ mrllcrs. 

Sin~urrly pturs. 

bjudicii inlo public d i i  wds Tmncere Cak Amwed 817- 
1-IOl(8). 
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I l i ckas l  Coery Courll~crurc a m  al l i le  IU it,oa in ai rdiar-ew count! >r;s aicplmnrd and 
~n lon l l cd  ihzl vuu >i.ould no1 ncuvpl ilii. c \ tuacd  a;ilycr. Y a u  rcprr.sr.i~lr.d to l l ~ o i u  i n  
cilrlrl hhal l h ~ s  war a s u l ~ s r i l u ~ i o ~ ~ a l ' c a u ~ ~ s c l  vhic l l  you w o ~ ~ l d  no1 alloa. Mr. I- l i lsavt~. 
srs insm~clud la esll you. U'hcll blr, lla~>srorc callcd you on rhr ~clrphone you 
thrca~r~ied him uf i l l l  conrcrnpl i l h c  did !no1 loturn lu your caurl l i~ 111u I>I~VOSC r f l b i r  
nti!!is~cn:~l rct. nunng i h r  ~ o l ~ v ~ . r j i ~ i i o ~ l  you U I U ~  lprul in i~y and lhtt~lg up 011 MI. 
Henrrotc Mr.  Hanrru~c ~lliiis:,rl!. h s l  h a  a,ilr. who is also ;al ailunlry. Icsvr. :! dental 
appoiolrnml and drive in  your edtln l a c a ~ ~ o n  i o  nlakr. an : l p ] n n n c e  b i r r  in ib:. a i~cnluoo 
It, ini:lkc l l ~ ~ s a ~ ~ n o u n u c ~ n a i ~ .  \'iI~ur shr. ;arrlvcd you once il@rin lllrca~uned Llr. Ilnnsrolc 
  rill^ canlclrlpl i l h c  cvcl rouphl io  In\? : ~ n  rl iomc? rlvnd in  I,! mahr s \~u l i  ri, 
annoullccnirni in  lhu ivlurc. 
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Sucll m snanuoccmcnl in  thlc L>il l ion is no1 :I ~ u h s ~ l u l i n a  nl'councrl Yuur 
L O ~ I ~ U C I  III hxllxii!p u!) OII \ lr  l i i ~ t ~ s r o ~  imd u s l n ~  profanil? as a c l l  a5 :he rbrc:a o f  
cr i~oinsl  conirfnp! lo Mr. I lanrrua was il~.~ppmp%tle. \'oar vo~iduc~ io this m;iacl 
viaiiltcd Conoil 1A which rcquirv. :I j edy  ' l a  respect and conp ly  $villi i h r  kla. and s1\:111 
a r l  rc ;all time, ili a nl;ano?r ihsl prnoio:cr lpoblic cn~lliclcncr. in t I x  a ~ r g l i i !  und 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ; ~ r l i a ~ i l !  #>ll!lc ~ l ~ c l i c ~ ; ~ r ~  '' .I'!w con~luc! 3~ \80k?~cs fimu>! 30141 ~ v l ~ i c l ~  rc<lui rs 6 

. . 
rt~~,uil~dca lhv i ~ t i l u i y  i18la l h u r  i i l l ~ g l i l ~ i l ~ ~ i  and ual. lilcs sru now closril. 

I ih, .;Itall si'r\.c :ir .I lpahl~c ;cnru(c IXIIU!;~,II IO !OLII 

agrvclnee ail11 ihr. Inrus~iyaove P ~ i l c l  artl i i .  i ' o t~n .  urii,u~u 
1~1illu1 III ?<>"I ~0lld11Cl 1) (;L'!IU~II s~1\11111\ C'~l!ln .Illdgc ill1 

I)eccnlhr.r I?. ?OOS 011 llii.: pilnicul;lr d.1) Altonlcy Krcliald I .  
lI:bn\r<>!c :II>I>YJVC~ l,chuc YOU r c ~ ~ r c s c ~ ~ l i o ~  :IN> ~odivi(lwdl \YIVI lh;\,l 

q i r i r i o ~ l  iin. l o  be h o a ~ ~ l  li, llle CIwld J U G .  i w t ~ v i n ~  !he 
~ m l i l r t m ; q  Ihcanllg \ I r  I lu l l r ro le a r l u o q ~ ~ ~ c ~  1,. ilnnoulrce llli. 
agrccloznl \\.l~cn yall look l l ic Ihtlich itnil lri.;lr c i i l l ng  yoer 
dockel i l061.icr, yL)I! d id  1101 r~.cogni%c MI, I~.~~ISTOIC or allniv ~IIC 
:~snoonr.utrrc~~\. YOI~ 1l>u$i 1110cced~d i\.il!i l h r  c : ~ l l ~ n g  of'?oar 
~ * r i t w  dockcls. Mr. II;IIIS~O~C \vlto!(,~d h \ ~ s l ~ t c ? \  8" ;adj;tctt~f 
count! Ihild his CIICIII CICCLIIC IIIC I~~TUIITIIIIC agrc~.rn~nt 2nd  wit!^ 
lhe co!liuni o i B o  IIA.. :akcd r fellow s c > v i r r  ol'lhe Bur 1 ~ 8  

s imply presonl ihs doc~~n,onl l a m  io l l le n~omltl: m l ~ e n  you 
u l ~ i l ~ m l e l y  called rhu c81ac ill qncr~ ion .  Mr. ll;alsrele l c l l  lltc 
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The I I,,n,nlI~le Duriqr,ad ( i  Moarc 
1)iclson C.ou~>h. Gcncrsl Sersiaa hdy 
PojlOilieu Bor 11: 
Ch;rlollc. Inlle.ir< l i1 '6 

l ' i i t i  sl~all s c n ~ n i  .i *!lrlic c c ~ w r i  puniLcro ayaur 
I I I S I  I I I .  l l ib  ccnstia 
I.CIJIU$ IO VOUT CO~ILI~~CI :is (i~ier~i Sr>*icilii COUI: litiIL% ~un  
Jlr~a;!p 2 .  :1109. 0s illis d:ar .~la~~l~dx~n:aIcl !  I:.!I! I~III. 141. 
~~~,,Cl~*,,l ,v;,s a s~,cctt,,,>r i,, yo,,r c<>,l~lrl,~~,,,, IIC I,:,tl c,,,,,r I,, 
id,sun.r llic cou:~ limsr<di~v;i ;IS lhr l1.tc1 i~ rridn~l ul \ t i  b:i<i iolln 
I ~u , I~~c~~  :I[KI lht $S. IS 111crc N, p!o~idc 111:ti i~,diviG.~,d :I ~< Ic : t~  [IIC 
canclusion ifynur ioar! prorccdinp! o'llilc ihc \:,I ill !our coori 
)"a ob\c#,ccl him and orilcrud y r ~ r  1h:t~iiiior p l s c  oi.icr.rr lllc 
c o a l r a r ~ ~  lo ~ i ~ k c  hlr. M;sriut~l i11la cuslddy :!lid 10 ;~am~nislcr :( 

dmc lesl i w  lhis ;n?rv,n. Mi, hlprcb;tnl rr:rt i ~ u i l l n  a 1ilig:an. $1 

dci;n~l;rnl ilr 3 ;rrcils xlro iud bu,inet. h.:ior< rl!r i'oiln md n;s r 
t i l id t l l  i!b,cner MI. II:IEI,PB 31 yoilrdir~clillll (l;!s ,tixed h). 
p l i cc  aihuials anrl r ~ ~ i ~ i w i l  !D pruvi'lc a (urine sic~rq>lc \hidl wi ls 
d n l ~  t u r d .  WLcn l l ~ r  dnig lest was rcsulod lo bc nc$a<lvc \!I. 
Mursl1;~811 \snr ielcascd. Thc urdcnng sfhc icimre o l  

\ ~ r  i larrbae and ih>< ~ s ~ i n ;  utrc illrgs' and ne~~l~sir~ansor; 11ur 
~ ~ o s I I I ~ ~ I ~ o ~ , ~ ~  hsl. rxir~ed ibr yoar a~l~ducl. Yoin conduc~ in 

Mxch~nt Y. Mom Public Ccnsurc 

Ma!. i. 2009 
P;d:c!nt: 

ordering a spttblor to submil lo a dmg screen violatcd Can011 2A whicli rcquira a judec 
"to rcspect and comply silh dlc la\\# and sball act a1 all times in a manna tha~ promolei 
publicconfidence in ihc i r~ tcg i ly  and inlparlialiry o i t l ~ e  Judiciary.'. This conduct also 
\fiolares Citnoo 3B(?) whichrequiresa judgc lo be "LxiajUIfoI to [lie law and maintain 

~rofcssional comnemcc in i~." The ;onduc~ also \rioiatcd Canon 3B(4l ahich reuuires a . . 
judge to be ",iatifnl, dignified and courleous silh l i~ i~an ts . . j l r on~  witnesses, b \ v y k  and 
otllcrs a f~ rh  \?horn the judge dealsin an oiricial capdcirg," This conduci also violatcs the 

duc process righls ofMr. Garehanr ti1 privacy andfrecho~n under b o ~ h  [he United Stater 

Constitu~ion and the Tcnncsrcc Constirution. Your conduct in this malkr has 
dcrrimentally affected rhc intc& orthc Tcnncssec Judiciaq and undcrmines public 
confidcncc in tlic administralion oijusricc. 

This public censurc reprcsenls the Iiighesldegnc of judic ia l  discipline aull~orized 

h! las; sllorl o f  the Courl ECC~~I IY a judgmcn~ rccommcndin~ your rcmo\'aI as a judre 
horn oWcc. In (he fu~urc you a1.e l o  arcord 311 citizcn? whoappcar in your court 111:ir 
consti~u~ional r igl~ts and tbcy shall  not k scizcdon your suil~icion Tor unaurho~.ied dn~: 
icjt.;. Edch indi~'idual \\.!lo appcars herorc !;ou shll bc affordcd thcir d;~c proccsr n$tr 

n:~d shall bc properly chargcd and nor~ced bciore all!' aducrbe ;~c~ ion  is laken again31 
them. 

S~nccrcl:; yours. 

Dun R. As11 
Presiding Judgc 
Court o f  ihc ludiclap 

DRUmpm 
cc: Inrcsli~tive Pancl 

n:..:..,: . I 
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S l l l l i a S m  L I * W W . - C d  
*ml l r n * k n " ~  
-lN- PUBLIC LEITER REPRIMAND P I S ~ A - M  

JIDQIffm~ 
m C  TN JI119.101 

rmPTnvmnmaMY 615.LD.144 
-~ ~ 

b L W  
J u d e  Chulcs Rich 

-I* I06 Easl Dcpat Smr( 
Shclbyvilk, T- 37162 

IZIPrlWIL 
wm.Y cl..rrl RE: Complaint of Rhmda S. l o n e  againn 1ude.t C h r k  Rkh 
Cb%M 
MlhLCod PILE NO. 07-3293 

*mnwLuwID. DATE: Oclobcr lo, 2008 hLdl.m 

m kd, 
F v m h L h  
W I  - FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 
HnMlkM.mv 
a.i4 D. Sldu 
s ~ m s u l M  Dcar Judge Rich, 
J.mASmb 
D+E& 
D ~ i c b l l s w  Pumant 10 youragcenlmt with tbc Lnvestiguive Pan1 ofthic 
~ & W N  Coun. I am issuing a public lcncr of reprimand b u d  upol yovr vtionr in 

Jurmik Coun dcaliig with Ma. Rhonda J m a .  In w i o w  mliip, ol b u  
cues, you failed m mke hdinp, of fast u required by by (90 o f l k  
Tanurcc  Rulcr dJwcnilc M w c  ud on multiple occaimc. 
anomcys rsprclrntiag Ms. JOM mked for k c  rmciings of fan in orQ 
to appul your k c l i m ~ .  Yovr rtfwJ 10 & nuh rhd& of ha 
delayed Ms. IOIYS' abiliw LO a ~ w d  md d l c d  i. m vntiklv raahuinn 

~ ~~. .... 
of& -, &by &IIY ;iOhtinS RUIC 28 ( w )  of& ~anencc 
Rules of Jwcnilc RDccdwc md Cmm U which oblipues yar u s iudec 
lo know d follow tbe law. Ywr actions awing ihedcla~of m a& 
violated C m  38  (8). 

signed anolhrwdcr aulhmizing her umchmentd i&tiG fm 
failure lo pay s h i  ~ppon. This sondust is 8 viohtim o f k n  3E 
(IXa). 

conviguto 2 plbli i  mlmnn;u! I ror ! ,ot.r ruttntr In the &t.lm. yrm nrr. e hnllo~v ~elpl~cilly lllc 
,dopled nrlw orjurcnilr pnr.:l~.llr. .md cmci yoto .as darqua.i,icd irom a care as n m u l l  o l p u r  
rnyyl ,  pItm lpmhlh iml 110111 t:tLlnl ;aJdnlin>nal rlmll. inlltwc illsncn. 

Dcvn R. hrh  
Presiding Judge 
Caun olllnv Jadiriilr!, 

Thc conducl hi above ic dcbimmtal to toe adminisnatioa 
ofjusticc md brings Ibc Judiciy into public di- under tbe 
provisioni ofTenn Code Ann. 017-JJOZ(c). A d i n d y ,  this 


