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RE: Public Comments Regarding Rule 7, Section 5.03, No. ADMIN2015-00443

Dear Honorable Justices of the Tennessee Supreme Court:

As former Chiefs of Staff of the Army, we write today to offer our support for the proposed rule
pending before this Court that would allow attorney spouses of servicemembers to practice law
while in Tennessee on military orders. Our collective military careers span 145 years of service
to this great Nation, during times of war and peace. Through it all, we have seen the critical role
of military spouses in supporting a strong and effective fighting force. We often say that spouses
are the foundation of our military. They also serve tirelessly, selflessly, and behind the scenes.

Portable career opportunities for military spouses are a critical element in the willingness of
families to continue serving the country, which affects the readiness of our military. Military
spouses today are well-educated and actively pursuing careers. Yet military spouses, and
attorneys in particular, face significant barriers to employment due to frequent moves that are
extremely disruptive to careers. The need to take a new bar examination every two or three years
is a significant burden, particularly when the process of applying for, taking, and waiting for the
results of a bar exam can last almost a year. As a result, while 85 percent of military spouse
attorneys hold an active law license, only 37 percent are actually employed with a job requiring a
license. Military spouse attorneys have a 27 percent unemployment rate, and those who are
employed suffer from a $33,000 wage gap from their civilian attorney counterparts.

Military families want to fully integrate into their new communities and military spouse
attorneys desire to contribute their skills where they are living. Attorney spouses are talented,
creative, and hard working. Twelve states already recognize the value of bringing military
spouse attorneys into their local legal communities by enacting rules that allow the attorney
spouses of servicemembers to practice while accompanying their spouse on orders! These rules
have a broad range of support, including the Conference of Chief Justices, the American Bar
Association, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the Military Officers Association of America, and
the White House's Joining Forces initiative.

This state has a tremendous opportunity to demonstrate its strong support of our nation's military
and their families. We encourage the Supreme Court to take the lead in promoting this effort.

1 As of May 2015, those states are Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Illinois, Oklahoma, Massachusetts, New York, New

Jersey, North Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, and Virginia. The U.S. Virgin Islands also adopted a licensing
accommodation for military spouse attorneys.



Adoption of the proposed rule for qualified military spouses recognizes the tremendous sacrifices
of our military families and is an appropriate measure of appreciation considering their support
for our nation.
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