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Lisa Marsh - Comment on Proposed Amendments - ADM2023-01208 

From: Cheryl Siler <cheryl.siler@aderant.com> 
To: "appellatecourtclerk@tncourts.gov" <appellatecourtclerk@tncourts.gov> 
Date: 11/7/2023 2:30 PM 
Subject: Comment on Proposed Amendments - ADM2023-01208 

FILED 
NOV - 7 2023 

Hello, 

Clerk of thei Appellate Courts 
Rec'd By  LINVY\,_ 

l am writing to comment on the proposed amendments to the Tennessee Rules that are currently posted 
for review. 

Proposed Rule of Appellate Procedure 31(b) states, in part, " An amicus curiae shall file its brief, 
accompanied by a motion for leave to file, no later than 7 days after the brief of the party being supported 
has been filed. An amicus curiae that does not support either party shall file its brief and motion for 
permission file no later than 7 days after the appellant's brief has been filed." 

At a minimum, it appears there is a word missing from the sentence "An amicus curiae that does not 
support either party shall file its brief and motion for permission file no later than 7 days after the 
appellant's brief has been filed." It seems the word "to" should be inserted after "permission" and before 
"file." 

However, l would suggest that the proposed language in this sentence be revised further to change 
"motion for permission" to "motion for leave." This would provide consistent language throughout the rule 
and avoid any unnecessary confusion. For instance, " An amicus curiae shall file its brief, accompanied by a 
motion for leave to file, no later than 7 days after the brief of the party being supported has been filed. An 
amicus curiae that does not support either party shall file its brief and motion for permission leave to file 
no later than 7 days after the appellant's brief has been filed." 

Thank you for your time. 

Cheryl Slier 
Director, Docketing Operations 

Direct: +1-209-431-4397 
Email: cheryl.siler@aderant.com 
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TENNESSEE RULES OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE  

RULE 31  

BRIEF AND ORAL ARGUMENT OF AN AMICUS CURIAE 

 

 

[Amend Rule 31 as indicated below:]  

 

Rule 31. Brief and Oral Argument of an Amicus Curiae.  

 

(a) Leave or Request of Court Necessary. A brief of an amicus curiae may be filed only by leave of court 

granted on motion or at the request of the appellate court. A brief may be conditionally filed with the 

motion for leave. A motion for leave shall identify the interest of the applicant and shall state how a brief 

of an amicus curiae will assist the appellate court. The brief shall be conditionally filed with the motion 

for leave unless the appellate court allows the brief to be filed later for good cause shown.  

 

(b) Form; Time; Conditions. A brief of an amicus curiae shall follow the form prescribed for the brief of 

an appellee. The court shall fix the time and conditions for the filing of the amicus curiae brief.  An 

amicus curiae shall file its brief, accompanied by a motion for leave to file, no later than 7 days after the 

brief of the party being supported has been filed, unless the appellate court allows the brief to be filed 

later for good cause shown. An amicus curiae that does not support either party shall file its brief and 

motion for permission file no later than 7 days after the appellant’s brief has been filed unless the 

appellate court allows the brief to be filed later for good cause shown. If an appellant serves and files its 

brief with its application for permission to appeal as permitted under Rule 11(b), an amicus curiae 

supporting the appellant shall file its brief no later than 7 days after the appellant has filed its 

supplemental brief as permitted under Rule 11(f) or, if the appellant elects not to file a supplemental 

brief, the amicus curiae shall file its brief no later than 7 days after the appellant files notice of its 

election not to file a supplemental brief as required under Rule 11(f) unless the appellate court allows 

the brief to be filed later for good cause shown. If later filing of an amicus brief is granted, Tthe court 

may grant leave for later filing of an amicus brief, specifying the time within which an opposing party 

may answer. 
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