


PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND WORK EXPERIENCE 

1. State your present employment.

Delius, McKenzie, & McCarter, Member 

2. State the year you were licensed to practice law in Tennessee and give your Tennessee
Board of Professional Responsibility number.

2008, BPR No. 027415 

3. List all states in which you have been licensed to practice law and include your bar number
or identifying number for each state of admission.  Indicate the date of licensure and
whether the license is currently active.  If not active, explain.

I have not been admitted in any other state other than on a pro hac vice basis.  I have been 
licensed in the following federal courts: 
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee – October 22, 2010 – Active 
U.S. District Court for the Western District of Tennessee – June 13, 2018 – Active  
United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit – December 19, 2011 – Active 

4. Have you ever been denied admission to, suspended or placed on inactive status by the Bar
of any state?  If so, explain.  (This applies even if the denial was temporary).

No. 

5. List your professional or business employment/experience since the completion of your
legal education.  Also include here a description of any occupation, business, or profession
other than the practice of law in which you have ever been engaged (excluding military
service, which is covered by a separate question).

Delius, McKenzie, & McCarter (formerly Delius & McKenzie PLLC)  Member, 2018-
present 
Law Office of Bryan E. Delius  Associate Attorney, 2010-2017 
Honorable J. Curwood Witt, Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals  Judicial Law Clerk, 
2008-2010 



6. If you have not been employed continuously since completion of your legal education,
describe what you did during periods of unemployment in excess of six months.

I have been employed continuously since completion of my legal education. 

7. Describe the nature of your present law practice, listing the major areas of law in which
you practice and the percentage each constitutes of your total practice.

I currently practice law at Delius, McKenzie, & McCarter.  We are a small firm consisting of 
three lawyers and three support staff members.  Despite our small size, we manage a large and 
diverse caseload with approximately 300 active cases.  I typically appear in court three to five 
days of the week.  Over the last year I have made 150 court appearances in 20 different courts. 
While in the office, I meet with clients, draft legal pleadings, negotiate cases, and perform 
administrative tasks. 
Approximately 70 percent of my practice involves criminal defense in state and federal courts. 
Our criminal practice ranges from general sessions courts to appellate level.   
Approximately 30 percent of my practice is focused on civil litigation.  The majority of these 
cases are personal injury matters; however, as is typical with any small firm, I handle business 
disputes and other general civil litigation. 

8. Describe generally your experience (over your entire time as a licensed attorney) in trial
courts, appellate courts, administrative bodies, legislative or regulatory bodies, other
forums, and/or transactional matters.  In making your description, include information
about the types of matters in which you have represented clients (e.g., information about
whether you have handled criminal matters, civil matters, transactional matters, regulatory
matters, etc.) and your own personal involvement and activities in the matters where you
have been involved.  In responding to this question, please be guided by the fact that in
order to properly evaluate your application, the Council needs information about your
range of experience, your own personal work and work habits, and your work background,
as your legal experience is a very important component of the evaluation required of the
Council.  Please provide detailed information that will allow the Council to evaluate your
qualification for the judicial office for which you have applied.  The failure to provide
detailed information, especially in this question, will hamper the evaluation of your
application.

Judicial Clerkship.  In my first job after law school, I spent two formative years clerking for 
Judge J. Curwood Witt, Jr., on the Court of Criminal Appeals. His example profoundly shaped 
who I aspired to become as a practicing lawyer.  This position entailed reviewing trial court 
records, analyzing party briefs, observing oral arguments, researching legal issues, and 
preparing drafts of judicial opinions.  I witnessed the camaraderie among the other judges of the 
court in arriving at consensus and discussing legal issues.  Judge Witt was a tremendous teacher 
who taught me how to effectively understand legal issues and communicate them through 
writing.  I have tried to practice law with the same zeal and integrity that I learned from him. 



Small Town Practice.  For the last 16 years, I have worked in private practice in Sevierville, 
Tennessee.  With the guidance of my senior law partner, Bryan Delius, I learned to manage an 
extensive caseload.  While my clerkship prepared me for the intellectual rigors of the practice 
of law, working in a small-firm practice honed my practical legal skills.  My workload includes 
everything from initial consultation with clients, spotting potential legal issues, developing 
litigation strategy, and advocating for those clients both in and out of court.   
Sevier County shares a judicial district with Jefferson, Cocke, and Grainger Counties.  I practice 
in all of these counties, and I have witnessed firsthand the distinctive challenges faced by legal 
systems in rural areas.  A recent Tennessee Bar Journal article highlighted the shortage of 
lawyers in rural counties, a reality I confirm daily.  Because these legal communities are small 
and close-knit, it is imperative that legal professionals work collaboratively to navigate large 
dockets and limited court dates.  This has led me to become more involved in our local bar 
association.  Our local bar provides resources for lawyers to develop their skills and strengthen 
our legal community. 
Balancing an extensive law practice with the personal responsibilities of raising a family 
requires hard work.  I am typically the first to arrive and the last to leave my office.  I lead by 
example by demonstrating the extra effort required to serve our clients.  Our firm has excellent 
staff who genuinely care about our clients.  We approach cases collaboratively, with everyone 
contributing different strengths, and our clients benefit as a result.   
Appellate Work.  My background as an appellate clerk has led me to handle numerous criminal 
or civil appeals.  Although my practice is broad, I particularly enjoy appellate work because it 
provides the opportunity to focus on legal analysis, precise writing, and strategic framing of 
issues. I frequently accept appellate cases from other colleagues that are less comfortable with 
the appellate courts. My experience includes direct appeals, certified questions of law, and 
interlocutory appeals.  Over my career, I have briefed and argued more than 30 cases before the 
Court of Criminal Appeals and Court of Appeals.  I have had the honor of briefing and arguing 
two cases before the Tennessee Supreme Court.      
Criminal Defense.  I spend much of my work weeks in various courts advocating for clients 
facing criminal charges ranging from misdemeanors to first-degree murder and serious drug 
offenses.  My practice includes cases in general sessions courts in which I am constantly 
preparing for and conducting preliminary hearings.  My criminal court practice includes 
researching and drafting suppression motions and other legal arguments in preparation for trial. 
Effectively advocating for my clients requires extensive knowledge of the Fourth and Fifth 
Amendments of the United States Constitution and their counterparts under the Tennessee 
Constitution’s Declaration of Rights. 
Criminal practice, however, is not all trials and hearings.  Some of the most meaningful work 
occurs in client meetings addressing root causes—often addiction.  I have had many 
heartbreaking consultations with new clients and their families where criminal charges stem 
from substance abuse.  In these cases, the criminal process can serve as a catalyst for change.  
Being proactive in these cases has done wonders.  Often, we use the timing between court dates 
to seek treatment options.  This serves the dual purpose of rehabilitation and mitigation of the 
criminal case.  A client’s commitment to sobriety results in a much better outcome in the 
criminal matter and provides a foundation for future success.      



Federal Practice.  My federal criminal practice is focused in the United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of Tennessee, Greeneville Division.  I have been active with the Criminal 
Justice Act panel since 2011, and I have represented nearly 100 defendants in federal courts.  
Many of these cases involve complex conspiracy allegations with voluminous discovery. 
Defending these cases requires robust motion practice and mastery of the complex sentencing 
guidelines.  I have also represented clients before the Sixth Circuit on appeal from jury trial and 
post-conviction relief hearings.  While many federal cases involve illegal drug and gun charges, 
I have also represented defendants in tax fraud and theft cases.  I have represented defendants 
facing charges stemming from the Great Smoky Mountains National Park and Cherokee 
National Forest, ranging from DUI charges to illegal hunting allegations.     
Indigent Representation.  Although the majority of my criminal clients retain me privately, I 
accept appointments for indigent defendants when requested by the courts.  The representation 
of indigent clients comes with different challenges and rewards.  Many of these clients feel 
disillusioned by the legal system, and building trust with them through professional, zealous 
advocacy is essential.  Representing indigent clients has provided me with perspective regarding 
the importance of equal access to justice that I would not have otherwise gained through my 
private practice.   
Civil Practice.  I maintain an active personal injury practice which allows me to represent 
victims injured by reckless or impaired drivers or physical assaults.  In these matters I work 
collaboratively with the same assistant district attorneys, law enforcement officers, and victim 
witness coordinators that I work with in criminal practice.  Assisting my clients on these matters 
gives me perspective on victims dealing with the criminal justice system, including the anxiety 
felt when dealing with delayed court proceedings. 
Pursuing tort claims involves heavy document collection and review with extensive discovery.  
I have conducted countless depositions involving both lay and expert witnesses.  Successful 
advocacy in these cases involves not only obtaining recovery from the tortfeasor but also 
negotiating the myriad of complex insurance laws governing subrogation of medical payments.  
Litigating tort claims often requires extensive motion practice regarding evidentiary issues and 
summary judgment.  I have handled several large settlements for my clients, often taking cases 
with contested liability and unique legal issues.  Personal injury practice is rife with procedural 
pitfalls, and successful practice requires a comprehensive knowledge of statutory and common 
law and evidentiary rules.   
I also represent clients in business disputes, including contractual disagreements.  I especially 
enjoy representing businesses against local governments based upon governmental overreaches 
via declaratory judgments and petitions for writ of certiorari. The stakes are high in these matters 
because the livelihoods of people are at risk.  The issue of whether a government’s action is 
permissible or not generally hinges on a close reading of statutory law and understanding of 
property rights.  
Cross-Disciplinary Practice.  Overall, my legal practice has included a broad range of legal 
conflicts that require me to be agile and disciplined to manage the workload.  My practice 
focuses exclusively on litigation.  I recognize that often the cases that I handle represent a 
significant life event for my clients.  This is especially true in my criminal practice where my 
client’s liberty is at stake.  Because I practice in a tourism-based area, I represent many clients 
who were arrested while on vacation with no prior interaction with the legal system.  The 



outcome of a case could have a large bearing on my client’s employment and family. 
Representing clients on such a personal level has provided me with a holistic view of the practice 
of law. 

9. Also separately describe any matters of special note in trial courts, appellate courts, and
administrative bodies.

Appellate Court Cases 
The following appellate cases were litigated by my firm.  On appeal, I was primarily responsible 
for the briefing and argument.   
Gordon v. Tennessee Department of Homeland Security, No. E2022-01175-COA-R3-CV, 2023 
WL 8401853 (Tenn. Ct. App. Dec. 5, 2023) 
We represented a trooper who was wrongly dismissed from his position when he participated in 
a breathalyzer training in which he blew a positive sample.  After the Tennessee Board of 
Appeals upheld his termination, the Chancery Court reversed the Board’s hearing determination 
because breathalyzer tests were not properly administered and therefore could not be introduced 
as competent evidence. We argued that the breathalyzer tests should be excluded as inadmissible 
pursuant to State v. Sensing, 843 S.W.2d 412 (Tenn. 1992).  The Department argued that Sensing 
was only applicable to criminal cases; however, the Court of Appeals rejected this argument and 
applied the Sensing requirements to the case.  As a result, the Court of Appeals upheld the 
Chancery Court’s reinstatement of the trooper to his employment. 
Kherani v. Patel, No. E2022-00983-COA-R3-CV, 2023 WL 6307502 (Tenn. Ct. App. Sept. 28, 
2023) 
This case involved a reversal of summary judgment in a real estate contract; however, the Court 
of Appeals also determined whether subject matter jurisdiction was appropriate when a party 
moved to amend a complaint to add a party but did nothing further.  The court held that the 
plaintiffs abandoned their motion to amend parties by failing to attach an amended complaint or 
litigate the issue prior to a damages hearing, and therefore the order on summary judgment was 
a final order appealable under Tennessee Rule of Appellate Procedure 3.  The Court of Appeals 
determined that it had subject matter jurisdiction and reversed the finding for the plaintiffs.  
Burns v. State, 601 S.W.3d 601 (Tenn. Ct. App. 2019) 
We represented a detective who filed a defamation action with the Claims Commission against 
a district attorney general based upon statements made to the media about the detective’s 
credibility.  The State filed a motion to dismiss, alleging that absolute immunity applied to 
district attorneys general.  The Commission denied the State’s motion, and the State filed an 
interlocutory appeal arguing that the Executive Official Privilege applicable to “cabinet-level 
executive officials” should extend to district attorneys general.  The Court of Appeals found, as 
a matter of first impression, that the Executive Privilege did not extend to district attorneys 
general and remanded the case to the Commission. 
State v. Wascher, No. E2015-00961-CCA-R3-CD, 2016 WL 3251548 (Tenn. Crim. App. June 
6, 2016) 



We represented the defendant on a certified question of law challenging the denial of her motion 
to suppress alleging an unconstitutional seizure.  The defendant was seized based upon an 
anonymous tip, and the State argued that pursuant to State v. Hanning, 296 S.W.3d 44 (Tenn. 
2009), the tip—which did not describe the defendant’s driving with any specificity—was 
sufficient to provide reasonable suspicion for the seizure.  The defendant argued that a 2014 
United States Supreme Court decision required that such an anonymous tip must convey specific 
information about the alleged drunken driving in order to provide reasonable suspicion.  See 
Navarette v. California, 572 U.S. 393 (2014).  The Court of Criminal Appeals agreed with the 
defendant, finding that the tip, although accurately describing the defendant’s vehicle and 
location, did not adequately allege criminal conduct.  The defendant’s conviction was dismissed. 
State v. Eayrs, No. E2014-02072-CCA-R3-CD, 2015 WL 9311865 (Tenn. Crim. App. Aug. 18, 
2015) 
In this certified question of law, we challenged the trial court’s finding that the officer had 
probable cause or reasonable suspicion to stop a motorist in a DUI case.  The trial court found 
that, because the officer had seen a vehicle stopped in a turn lane, he had a “duty” to stop the 
vehicle.  The Court of Criminal Appeals found that, because the trial court effectively cut the 
proof short and cited no legal violation in its denial of the motion to suppress, the record failed 
to support the trial court’s finding.  The judgment was reversed, and the defendant’s conviction 
was dismissed.  
Eden W. ex rel. Evans v. Tarr, 517 S.W.3d 691 (Tenn. Ct. App. 2015) 
A mother brought a negligence action against a motorist when her child was hit by a truck; 
however, the trial court dismissed the case on summary judgment, and the Nashville-based trial 
counsel retained our firm for appeal.  The trial court had ruled that a five-year-old child’s act of 
running into the street in-and-of-itself eliminated the heightened standard of care a motorist 
should use around children.  The Court of Appeals held that the trial court misapplied the 
appropriate standard of care and that the law imposed a heightened duty of care to take into 
account the childish instincts of the children on the street.  The appellate court held that a jury 
could conclude that the motorist failed to maintain a sufficient lookout and take reasonable 
precautions and reversed the trial court.   

State v. Bell, 429 S.W.3d 524 (Tenn. 2014) 

The Defendant won his suppression motion at trial, which was affirmed on appeal to the Court 
of Criminal Appeals.  See State v. Bell, No. E2011-01241-CCA-R3-CD, 2012 WL 3776695 
(Tenn. Crim. App. Aug. 31, 2012).  The Supreme Court granted the State’s application for 
permission to appeal.  This case closely evaluated the definition of probable cause in a DUI stop, 
and this case is often referenced in a reviewing court’s analysis in such cases. 

State v. Price, No. E2011-01050-CCA-R3-CD, 2013 WL 5371679 (Tenn. Crim. App. Sept. 26, 
2013) 
The defendant challenged a maximum-length sentence in an attempted first-degree murder case, 
arguing that the trial court erroneously submitted enhancement factors to the jury and allowed 
the prosecutor to give the instructions.  The Court of Criminal Appeals agreed, finding that the 
unauthorized sentencing procedure constituted an abuse of discretion by the trial court.  The 



appellate court found that such a fundamental procedural error could not be deemed “harmless 
error” and vacated the sentence.  
State v. Shell, No. E2011-01599-CCA-R3-CD, 2012 WL 3029566 (Tenn. Crim. App. 2012) 
I was appointed by the Court of Criminal Appeals to represent Mr. Shell on his appeal of his 
probation revocation.  The appellate court reversed the trial court’s order because the defendant 
was not given an appropriate hearing prior to the violation. 
Trial Court Cases    
State v. James Denard Raspberry, Cocke County Criminal Court, No. 9928 (2025) 
Mr. Raspberry, a retired Air Force veteran, was charged with first degree murder after having 
to defend himself from a neighbor.  This case involved extensive motion practice addressing 
missing evidence, jury instructions, and character evidence. After a nine-day jury trial, Mr. 
Raspberry was fully acquitted after only 26 minutes of deliberation.   
Reagan v. City of Pigeon Forge, Sevier County Chancery Court, No. 17-4-115 (2021) 
In this declaratory judgment action, we represented a property owner in Pigeon Forge 
challenging the constitutionality of the City’s billboard restrictions.  In a motion for summary 
judgment, we argued that the City’s use of on-premises and off-premises signs as defined in the 
former Tennessee Billboard Act was unconstitutional pursuant to Sixth Circuit precedent. 
Because the legal issues implicated the validity of Tennessee’s statute, the Attorney General’s 
office participated in the litigation.  The Chancery Court granted our motion for summary 
judgment, finding that Pigeon Forge’s sign ordinance was unconstitutional.  As a result, the City 
later changed its sign ordinance, and Mr. Reagan was able to construct his billboard. 
Cutter et al. v. 2302 Parkway, LLC, Sevier County Circuit Court, No. 20-CV-299 (2021) 
We represented the next of kin of a restaurant worker who was murdered by a coworker.  We 
alleged negligent hiring, retention, and supervision based upon evidence that the deceased had 
made several complaints to management about this coworker, reporting that he had exhibited 
stalking behavior and made aggressive remarks about the deceased.  This case involved complex 
issues regarding whether workers’ compensation exclusivity barred the claim.  The case 
resolved after mediation.      
State v. Burns, Hamilton County Criminal Court, Div. II, No. 298396 (2017) 
The defendant, a Gatlinburg detective, was charged with perjury for his testimony in a juvenile 
court proceeding in Hamilton County.  The defendant moved to dismiss because the juvenile 
court hearing was unauthorized and therefore illegal.  As a result, the defendant argued that as 
a matter of law any testimony in the unsanctioned hearing could not serve as a basis for a perjury 
charge.  The trial court judge, Tom Greenholtz, issued a written memorandum opinion finding 
that the juvenile court did not have statutory or constitutional authority to hold the hearing, and 
therefore, as a matter of law any testimony in the hearing could not form the basis of any 
prosecution for perjury.   

10. If you have served as a mediator, an arbitrator or a judicial officer, describe your experience
(including dates and details of the position, the courts or agencies involved, whether elected
or appointed, and a description of your duties).  Include here detailed description(s) of any



noteworthy cases over which you presided or which you heard as a judge, mediator or 
arbitrator.  Please state, as to each case:  (1) the date or period of the proceedings; (2) the 
name of the court or agency;  (3) a summary of the substance of each case; and (4) a 
statement of the significance of the case.  

I have not served as a mediator, arbitrator, or judicial officer. 

11. Describe generally any experience you have serving in a fiduciary capacity, such as
guardian ad litem, conservator, or trustee other than as a lawyer representing clients.

I have served in role of a limited financial conservator in a highly contested matter in which I 
was tasked with determining the ward’s rights in his late wife’s testamentary trust and amending 
prior years’ tax returns to account for unreported income.   

12. Describe any other legal experience, not stated above, that you would like to bring to the
attention of the Council.

While in law school, I spent a semester as a legal extern for the District Attorney General’s 
Office for the Sixth Judicial District where I aided criminal court prosecutors in research and 
drafting projects.  I was allowed to practice under supervision of the assistant district attorneys 
general in court, and I participated in my first jury trial during that externship.  I also clerked at 
the Knoxville firm of Butler, Vines & Babb, where I worked on both civil defense and plaintiff 
cases. 

13. List all prior occasions on which you have submitted an application for judgeship to the
Governor’s Council for Judicial Appointments or any predecessor or similar commission
or body.  Include the specific position applied for, the date of the meeting at which the
body considered your application, and whether or not the body submitted your name to the
Governor as a nominee.

I submitted an application to fill the vacancy left by Judge J. Curwood Witt on the Court of 
Criminal Appeals, Eastern Section.  Because the Governor’s Council for Judicial Appointments 
received only three applications, my name was forwarded to the Governor on November 22, 
2024.  Ultimately, I was not selected for the position. 

EDUCATION 
14. List each college, law school, and other graduate school that you have attended, including

dates of attendance, degree awarded, major, any form of recognition or other aspects of
your education you believe are relevant, and your reason for leaving each school if no
degree was awarded.



University of Tennessee School of Law (J.D., magna cum laude, 2008) 
Honors and Activities:  Order of the Barristers; Tennessee Law Review, Student Materials 
Editor; National Mock Trial Team; Howard Baker Journal of Applied Public Policy 
University of Tennessee, College of Business (B.S. 2005) 
Majors:  Accounting and Political Science 
Honors and Activities:  Whittle Scholar (full-tuition merit scholarship); Honors College; 
Chairman Undergraduate Student Senate; Howard Baker Scholars Program 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
15. State your age and date of birth.

I am 42 years old (born  1983). 

16. How long have you lived continuously in the State of Tennessee?

I have continuously lived in the State of Tennessee for my whole life. 

17. How long have you lived continuously in the county where you are now living?

I have lived in Sevier County since 2012.  

18. State the county in which you are registered to vote.

Sevier County. 

19. Describe your military service, if applicable, including branch of service, dates of active
duty, rank at separation, and decorations, honors, or achievements.  Please also state
whether you received an honorable discharge and, if not, describe why not.

I have not served in the military. 

20. Have you ever pled guilty or been convicted or placed on diversion for violation of any
law, regulation or ordinance other than minor traffic offenses? If so, state the approximate
date, charge and disposition of the case.



No. 

21. To your knowledge, are you now under federal, state or local investigation for possible
violation of a criminal statute or disciplinary rule?  If so, give details.

No. 

22. Please identify the number of formal complaints you have responded to that were filed
against you with any supervisory authority, including but not limited to a court, a board of
professional responsibility, or a board of judicial conduct, alleging any breach of ethics or
unprofessional conduct by you. Please provide any relevant details on any such complaint
if the complaint was not dismissed by the court or board receiving the complaint.

I have responded to two complaints with the Board of Professional Responsibility: one filed in 
2012 (2012-13234-COMP) and one in 2015 (2015-13053-COMP).  Both complaints were 
dismissed upon the Board’s investigation.  (35458-1-ES(B) and 42504-1-ES).    

23. Has a tax lien or other collection procedure been instituted against you by federal, state, or
local authorities or creditors within the last five (5) years?  If so, give details.

No. 

24. Have you ever filed bankruptcy (including personally or as part of any partnership, LLC,
corporation, or other business organization)?

No. 

25. Have you ever been a party in any legal proceedings (including divorces, domestic
proceedings, and other types of proceedings)?  If so, give details including the date, court
and docket number and disposition.  Provide a brief description of the case.  This question
does not seek, and you may exclude from your response, any matter where you were
involved only as a nominal party, such as if you were the trustee under a deed of trust in a
foreclosure proceeding.

No. 

26. List all organizations other than professional associations to which you have belonged



within the last five (5) years, including civic, charitable, religious, educational, social and 
fraternal organizations.  Give the titles and dates of any offices that you have held in such 
organizations. 

The Love Kitchen, Knoxville, Tennessee.  Secretary (2022-present); Member, Board of 
Directors (2010-present)   
Smoky Mountain Autism and Success Hub, Member and Event Sponsor  
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Knoxville, Tennessee, Member 

27. Have you ever belonged to any organization, association, club or society that limits its
membership to those of any particular race, religion, or gender?  Do not include in your
answer those organizations specifically formed for a religious purpose, such as churches
or synagogues.

a. If so, list such organizations and describe the basis of the membership
limitation.

b. If it is not your intention to resign from such organization(s) and withdraw from
any participation in their activities should you be nominated and selected for
the position for which you are applying, state your reasons.

I was a member of the Pi Kappa Phi fraternity in undergraduate school, which limits membership 
to men.  I have not been active with the organization for several years. 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
28. List all bar associations and professional societies of which you have been a member within

the last ten years, including dates.  Give the titles and dates of any offices that you have
held in such groups.  List memberships and responsibilities on any committee of
professional associations that you consider significant.

Sevier County Bar Association, President (2026-present), Secretary/Treasurer (2024-2026).  
I am proud to be involved in leadership of the Sevier County Bar Association.  In recent years 
smaller legal communities have disbanded their local bar associations due to lack of membership 
and interest.  I believe it is important to have a community organization to train future 
generations of lawyers.  The Sevier County Bar Association offers monthly lunch-and-learn 
meetings where attorneys can earn CLE credits by learning from a variety of speakers. As 
president of the Sevier County Bar Association, I am responsible for scheduling meetings with 
speakers and providing those CLE opportunities for our members.  As secretary/treasurer of the 
Sevier County Bar, I was responsible for all communication and financial records for the 
association.   
House of Delegates, Young Lawyers Delegate, Tennessee Bar Association (2015-2020).  As 
a House of Delegates member, I voted and participated in policy recommendations concerning 
the legal profession.  I represented the interest of the young lawyers in the Eastern Division of 



Tennessee. 
District 4 Representative, Young Lawyers Division, Tennessee Bar Association (2012-
2015).  As a district representative, I represented my judicial district for the YLD board.  I 
conducted legal clinics in my district including Wills for Heroes events for local law 
enforcement.   
Young Lawyers Division Fellows, Tennessee Bar Association (2023-present) 
Southern States Police Benevolent Association, Member Attorney (2011-present).  As a 
PBA attorney, I represent officers who need legal representation due to work-related issues.  My 
firm has represented several officers who were involved in justified use-of-force scenarios.  We 
have often had to respond to the scene, and we work with other law enforcement to protect the 
officers’ rights and guide them through investigations.   
Other Memberships:  Federalist Society, Knoxville Bar Association, Tennessee Association 
of Criminal Defense Lawyers, Tennessee Association of Trial Lawyers, National Association 
of Criminal Defense Lawyers, Criminal Justice Act Panel, United States District Court for the 
Eastern District of Tennessee, Greeneville. 

29. List honors, prizes, awards or other forms of recognition which you have received since
your graduation from law school that are directly related to professional accomplishments.

President’s Award, Tennessee Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division (2019).  
Recognition Award for Response to Sevier County Wildfires, Star of the Quarter, Tennessee 
Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division (2016) 

30. List the citations of any legal articles or books you have published.

Sending the Record Straight, Dicta, Knoxville Bar Association (Mar. 2011). 

31. List law school courses, CLE seminars, or other law related courses for which credit is
given that you have taught within the last five (5) years.

Moderator, New Judge Panel Discussion featuring Judge Jeremy Ball and Judge Adrienne Ogle, 
Sevier County Bar Association, February 12, 2026 

32. List any public office you have held or for which you have been candidate or applicant.
Include the date, the position, and whether the position was elective or appointive.

I have not held any public office.  



33. Have you ever been a registered lobbyist?  If yes, please describe your service fully.

No. 

34. Attach to this application at least two examples of legal articles, books, briefs, or other
legal writings that reflect your personal work.  Indicate the degree to which each example
reflects your own personal effort.

I have attached the following writing samples for review.  In each case, I personally drafted the 
pleading, however, other attorneys and staff participated in making minor edits. 

1) Brief of Petitioner/Appellee in Tennessee Department of Safety and Homeland Security
v. Erick Gordon, No. E2022-01175-COA-R3-CV, in the Court of Appeals of Tennessee,
Eastern Division, filed June 7, 2023.

2) Brief of Defendant/Appellant in State of Tennessee v. June Ann Wascher, No.: E2015-
00961-CCA-R3-CD, in the Court of Criminal Appeals of Tennessee, Eastern Division,
filed September 17, 2015.

ESSAYS/PERSONAL STATEMENTS 
35. What are your reasons for seeking this position? (150 words or less)

My legal career started at the Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals, and that experience shaped 
my understanding of the law and the role of the judiciary.  I was impressed by the collegiality 
of the judges and their shared commitment to providing clear, principled legal judgments.  I 
hoped that after developing the experience I needed to contribute to the court, I might seek the 
opportunity to serve. 
Since then, I have been blessed with an extensive and varied private practice that has allowed 
me to develop a practical perspective that only experience can bring.  The right to appeal is a 
valuable mechanism for ensuring the constitutional integrity of the trial process, and I have seen 
firsthand how appellate decisions affect trial courts, practitioners, and defendants.  I am seeking 
this position because, through my experiences and work ethic, I can help create carefully crafted 
opinions that will help guide judges and practitioners at the trial level.  

36. State any achievements or activities in which you have been involved that demonstrate
your commitment to equal justice under the law; include here a discussion of your pro bono
service throughout your time as a licensed attorney.  (150 words or less)

For approximately 10 years, I was involved heavily with the Tennessee Bar Association’s 
Young Lawyers Division, which is dedicated to public service.  When I was the District 4 
Representative, I conducted “Wills for Heroes” clinics where volunteers drafted estate planning 
documents for first responders.  In November 2016, a historic wildfire swept through Sevier 
County, destroying hundreds of homes.  I worked with the Tennessee Bar Association to conduct 



free legal clinics for the victims of the fires.    
The Sevier County Bar Association offers volunteer attorneys to work with law students on 
order of protection dockets, and I have worked pro bono for multiple litigants in these domestic 
matters.  
As a criminal defense lawyer, I am often asked to provide services to indigent clients in unique 
cases.  These clients often feel like the deck is stacked against them, so I always want to treat 
them with dignity and advocate for them zealously.    

37. Describe the judgeship you seek (i.e. geographic area, types of cases, number of judges,
etc. and explain how your selection would impact the court.  (150 words or less)

I am applying to be a Judge on the Court of Criminal Appeals, Eastern Division.  I would serve 
with 11 total judges statewide.  The intermediate appellate court is responsible for drafting 
appellate opinions for all appeals from criminal cases in the State of Tennessee, including 
appeals as of right from defendants convicted after trial, certified questions of law, appeals of 
post-conviction and habeas corpus cases, interlocutory appeals, and appellate motion practice. 
My extensive private practice experience will help me effectively handle the workload, and my 
familiarity with several of the trial courts and practitioners in East Tennessee will help me be 
impactful as an appellate judge.  If selected, I would be the only judge in the Eastern Division 
from a rural judicial district, and I would be the only judge with recent, extensive experience in 
representation of both retained and indigent criminal defendants.   

38. Describe your participation in community services or organizations, and what community
involvement you intend to have if you are appointed judge?  (250 words or less)

Since graduating law school, I have volunteered with the Love Kitchen in Knoxville.  The Love 
Kitchen is a soup kitchen and meal delivery service dedicated to the homeless, homebound, and 
hungry.  It was founded by twin sisters Helen Turner and Ellen Ashe, who were beloved 
throughout Knoxville for their kindness and generosity.  I was honored to be asked to serve on 
the board of directors by the sisters in 2010.  Sadly, both Helen and Ellen have passed away, but 
the board has been focused on continuing their legacy.  We have continued their mission, serving 
more than 3,000 meals per week to the homeless and homebound in Knoxville and serving 
surrounding counties.  The Love Kitchen provides this service with an army of volunteers and 
is funded only with private donations.  My appointment as an appellate judge would not interfere 
with my continued service on the executive board.  
I also would stay engaged with the Tennessee Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division as a 
part of the Fellows Program.  The YLD does excellent public service work, and I benefited as a 
young lawyer by participating in these programs.  As a judge, I would continue to support access 
to justice initiatives.  I recall during a clinic for the Sevier County Wildfires, Justice Bivins 
personally travelled to Gatlinburg to help.  This leadership from the court system was impactful, 
and I would similarly support pro bono efforts. 



39. Describe life experiences, personal involvements, or talents that you have that you feel will
be of assistance to the Council in evaluating and understanding your candidacy for this
judicial position.  (250 words or less)

My refuge from a hectic and stressful law practice is my family.  I have a wonderful wife, a 10-
year-old daughter, and an 8-year-old son.  My son has autism, and his ability to communicate is 
very limited.  Raising a special needs child is profoundly humbling, and it has taught me patience 
and empathy beyond that which I knew I was capable.  Dealing with autism has been a paradigm 
shift.  For most of my life I felt wholly equipped to understand and handle anything, and 
suddenly I felt completely powerless to help my own son.  Our family feels lost in a complex 
world of psychiatrists, therapists, and individualized educational plans.  Despite trying to be 
patient, we often feel frustrated by lack of communication from schools and providers.        
When grappling with this I realized a bit of my own hypocrisy—many of my clients probably 
felt the same way about me.  My clients are similarly overwhelmed with the legal system, and 
although I had been doing good legal work and producing good results, I was not putting in the 
work needed to make my clients understand the process. A legal case, especially a criminal case, 
is a big deal to defendants, victims, and their families.  They often live with the stress of a 
pending case for months or years.  I have changed my approach to address the anxiety of 
litigation. 
Both litigants and lawyers have similar anxieties about coming before appellate courts.  My 
experiences will help me be a good steward of the court and provide all litigants with the dignity 
and clarity they deserve.   

40. Will you uphold the law even if you disagree with the substance of the law (e.g., statute or
rule) at issue?  Give an example from your experience as a licensed attorney that supports
your response to this question.  (250 words or less)

The job of a judge is to dutifully apply the law to the facts in each case.  Judges are not 
legislators—judges do not make law.  In the private practice of law, I am constantly faced with 
situations in which I must advise clients that we cannot ethically pursue a cause of action or a 
defense because it does not comport with the law. 
As an example, I once filed a lawsuit against multiple parties for a dispute regarding the location 
of an outbuilding on residential property.  The suit included a claim against my client’s title 
insurance company for failing to provide coverage.  The title company filed a motion to dismiss 
under Tennessee Rule of Civil Procedure 12.02(6), setting forth specific policy language 
excluding boundary line disputes from coverage.  After reviewing the contract and applicable 
law, I knew that I had to dismiss the insurance portion of the claim.  Because Rule 12.02(6) 
motions carry the risk of paying the opposing party’s attorney’s fees, I had to explain to my 
clients that not only was their claim not viable, but proceeding would potentially expose them 
to financial risk.  Although my clients were not happy, we voluntarily dismissed the claim.            
















































































































