Tennessee Trial Court Vacancy Commission
Application for Nomination to Judicial Office

171723 |
Name: | MARY LIVINGSTON WARD

(including county) |

Office Phone: 865-599-1567 Facsimile:

Ermail Address: _ _ﬁ

Home Address: same as office ]

(including county)

Home Phone: same as office - Cellular Phone: same as above

INTRODUCTION

lennessee Code Annotated section 17-4-301 et seq. charges the Trial Court Vacancy
Commission with assisting the Governor and the People of Tennessee in finding and appointing
the best qualified candidates for judicial offices in this State. Please consider the Commission’s
responsibility in answering the questions in this application questionnaire. For example, when a
question asks you to “describe™ certain things, please provide a description that contains relevant
information about the subject of the question and, especially, that contains detailed information
that demonstrates that you are qualified for the judicial office you seek. In order to properly
evaluate your application, the Commission needs information about the range of your

experience, the depth and breadth of your legal knowledge, and your personal traits such as
integrity, fairness, and work habits.

This document is available in Microsoft Word format from the Administrative Office of
the Courts (telephone 800-448-7970 or 615-741-2687; website www.tncourts.gov). The
Commission requests that applicants obtain the Microsoft Word form and respond directly on the
form. Respond in the box provided below each question. (The box will expand as you type in
the document.) Review the separate instruction sheet prior to completing this document. Your
complete application, including both the original and digital copies, must be received by the
Administrative Office of the Courts on or before the deadline prescribed in the Notice of
Vacancy. See section 1(g) of the application instructions for additional information related to
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hand-delivery of application packages.
THIS APPLICATION IS OPEN TO PUBLIC INSPECTION AFTER YOU SUBMIT IT.

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND WORK EXPERIENCE

I State your present employment.

[ am self employes as an attorney. My business is Mary L. Ward, Attorney at Law.

2. State the year you were licensed to practice law in Tennessee and give your Tennessee
Board of Professional Responsibility number.

2000- B.P.R. #019942

3 List all states in which you have been licensed to practice law and include your bar
number or identifying number for each state of admission. Indicate the date of licensure
and whether the license is currently active. If not active, explain.

Admitted in Georgia in 1991. B.P.R. #737320. Active in Georgia and Tennessee.

4. Have you ever been denied admission to, suspended or placed on inactive status by the
Bar of any State? If so, explain. (This applies even if the denial was temporary).

No.

3. List your professional or business employment/experience since the completion of your
legal education. Also include here a description of any occupation, business, or
profession other than the practice of law in which you have ever been engaged (excluding
military service, which is covered by a separate question).

Associate attorney from 1991-1995- Perry, and Walters in Albany, Georgia. Associate attorney
with Brown and Scoccimaro, P.C. in Albany, Ga from 1995-1998. 1998-2000 assistant district

attorney for Dougherty County, Ga. 2002-2006 assistant district attorney for Knox County,
T'ennessee. 2006-present solo practitioner in Knoxville, Tennessee.
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0. Describe the nature of your present law practice, listing the major areas of law in which
you practice and the percentage each constitutes of your total practice.

Criminal defense 45%; Family law/juvenile law 45%:; Estate planning 10%. I am a sole
practitioner with a large volume of cases.

%

7 Describe generally your experience (over your entire time as a licensed attorney) in trial

courts, appellate courts, administrative bodies, legislative or regulatory bodies. other
forums, and/or transactional matters.

I have been a litigator in both civil and criminal courts in Georgia and Tennessee for 34 years. I
have appeared in appellate courts in Tennessee and Georgia including the Court of Criminal

appeals. In Georgia, I also did some worker’s compensation and social security law and appeared
in school board cases because my office represented the school board.

E

8. Describe any matters of special note involving your practice in trial courts, appellate
courts, and administrative bodies.

I have had many acquittals during my practice as a defense attorney, had large civil verdicts and
many convictions as a prosecutor. I have tried numerous murder cases as a defense attorney.

%

9, Describe any other legal experience, not stated above, that you would like to bring to the
attention of the Commission.

Former prosecutor in both Georgia and Tennessee and many years of criminal defense practice.

%

10.  List and describe all prior occasions on which you have submitted an application for any
state or federal judicial position.
none
%
EDUCATION
11.  List each college, law school, and other graduate school which you have attended.

including dates of attendance, degree awarded., major, any form of recognition or other
aspects of your education you believe are relevant. and your reason for leaving each
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REFERENCES

31 List five (5) persons, and their current positions and contact information, who would
recommend you for the judicial position for which you are applying. Please list at least
two persons who are not lawyers. Please note that the Commission or someone on its
behalf may contact these persons regarding your application.

A. Joseph Aiers, attorney. Contact information is _

B. Robin Gunn, attorney. _

e

E. Julie Armstrong, state investigator;

AL LIRMATION CONCERNING APPLIC [ON
Read, and if you agree to the provisions, sign the following:

I have read the foregoing questions and have answered them in good faith and as completely as my
records and recollections permit. | hereby agree to be ionsidered for nomination to the Governor for the
office of Judge of the [Court] Cr VALt D{{ (\./'D‘J!’[ ~ W7 kﬁﬁ% of Tennessee, and if
appointed by the Governor, agree to serve that office. In the/ event any changes’occur between the time

this application is filed and the public hearing, I hereby agree to file an amended questionnaire with the
Administrative Office of the Courts for distribution to the Commission members.

[ understand that the information provided in this questionnaire shall be open to public inspection upon
filing with the Administrative Office of the Courts and that the Commission may publicize the names of

persons who apply for nomination and the names of those persons the Commission nominates to the
Governor for the judicial vacancy in question.

Dated: May 12, 2025

4/ /]
Mary L. Ward ffz 14/@2;/} o/l W G/L'bg

Signature
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