Tennessee Trial Court Vacancy Commission

Application for Nomination to Judicial Office

1717/23

Name: Heather Nicole Ens

Office Address: 400 W. Main Street SW, Suite 168

ICnoxville, Tennessee 37902

(including county)  Knox County, Tennessee

Office Phone: (865) 215-2515 Facsimile: (865) 215-4253
Email Address: heather.ens@knoxcounty.org
Home Address:

(including county)

Home Phone:

Cellular Phone: _7

INTRODUCTION

Tennessee Code Annotated section 17-4-301 et seq. charges the Trial Court Vacancy
Commission with assisting the Governor and the People of Tennessee in finding and appointing
the best qualified candidates for judicial offices in this State. Please consider the Commission’s
responsibility in answering the questions in this application questionnaire. For example, when a
question asks you to “describe” certain things, please provide a description that contains relevant
information about the subject of the question and, especially, that contains detailed information
that demonstrates that you are qualified for the judicial office you seek. In order to properly
evaluate your application, the Commission needs information about the range of your experience,
the depth and breadth of your legal knowledge, and your personal traits such as integrity, fairness,
and work habits.

This document is available in Microsoft Word format from the Administrative Office of
the Courts (telephone 800-448-7970 or 615-741-2687; website www.tncourts,gov). The
Commission requests that applicants obtain the Microsoft Word form and respond directly on the
form. Respond in the box provided below each question. (The box will expand as you type in the
document.) Review the separate instruction sheet prior to completing this document. Your
complete application, including both the original and digital copies, must be received by the
Administrative Office of the Courts on or before the deadline prescribed in the Notice of Vacancy.,
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PERSONAL INFORMATION

12. State your date of birth.

13. How long have you lived continuously in the State of Tennessee?

I was born in Kingsport, Tennessee and lived there continuously until moving to Florida in July
of 2013 for my first year of law school. I remained in Florida for approximately one (1) year

before moving back to Tennessee, where I have remained since.

14, How long have you lived continuously in the county where you are now living?

Since May of 2017.

15.  State the county in which you are registered to vote.

Knox

16.  Describe your military service, if applicable, including branch of service, dates of active
duty, rank at separation, and decorations, honors, or achievements., Please also state
whether you received an honorable discharge and, if not, describe why not.

None,

17. Have you ever pled guilty or been convicted or are now on diversion for violation of any
law, regulation or ordinance other than minor traffic offenses? If so, state the approximate
date, charge and disposition of the case.

N

18.  To your knowledge, are you now under federal, state or local investigation for possible
violation of a criminal statute or disciplinary rule? If so, give details.

I Application Questionnaire for Judicial Office | Page 120f20 | 1/17/23 J













ESSAYS/PERSONAL STATEMENTS

28.  What are your reasons for seeking this position? (150 werds or less)

Growing up, college never even seemed like an option for me, And given my circumstances, |
certainly never thought I would one day have the opportunity to apply for this position. I do not
seek this position for a title or recognition. Instead, I understand the importance of a fair and
impartial judiciary. Although serving the citizens of Knox County as an Assistant District
Attorney for the past seven (7) years has been an absolute honor, I believe my unique life
experiences, work as both a defense attorney and prosecutor, and my overall temperament, will
provide me with the ability to dispense justice in a way that our criminal justice system requires.
[f appointed, I will not take this responsibility lightly and will work tirelessly to serve the citizens
of Knox County and ensure that the rights of both victims and defendants are protected with
each case that comes before me.

e e e e S e e e ey —~————=—

29.  Describe the judgeship you seek (i.e. geographic area, types of cases, number of judges,
etc. and explain how your selection would impact the court. (150 words or less)

[ am seeking the position of Criminal Court Judge, Div. I, in Knox County, which is comprised
of three Criminal Courts. The three criminal courts in this district handle only criminal cases,
with the exception of nuisance injunctions filed by the District Attorney General’s Office.

[ have spent the majority of my practice in Knox County Criminal Courts and have built strong
relationships with the attorneys who appear in those courts each day, as well as other court staff
which will help me transition into this role from day one. I will strive to bring cases to a final
resolution, either by plea agreement or trial, in an expeditious manner, while ensuring the rights
of both victims and defendants remain intact. In addition to the ability to effectively manage the
court’s large docket, I would bring to the court a reputation for fairness and integrity that is
critical for this role.

Will you uphold the law even if you disagree with the substance of the law (e.g., statute or rule) at
issue? Give an example from your experience as a licensed attorney that supports your response
to this question. (250 words or less)

Yes, I will uphold the law even if [ disagree with the substance of a particular law. This issue is
one that I have faced regularly over the course of my career as both a defense attorney and a
prosecutor,

As a defense attorney, there were times I represented individuals who were accused of crimes
that I believe to be especially reprehensible, such as sexual abuse against a child. Despite my
personal feelings about the allegations or my personal beliefs as to my client’s guilt or
innocence, [ zealously advocated for my client throughout my entire representation because that

is what the law, and my ethical duties as an attorney, require.
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30.

REFERENCES

List five (5) persons, and their current positions and contact information, who would
recommend you for the judicial position for which you are applying. Please list at least
two persons who are not lawyers. Please note that the Commission or someone on its
behalf may contact these persons regarding your application.

Randy McNally

Lieutenant Governor,

425 Rep. John Lewis Way North
Nashville, TN 37243

. Charme P. Allen

District Attorney General, Sixth Judicial District
400 Main Street, Suite 168
Knoxville, TN 37901

Samuel Lee

Deputy District Attorney General, Sixth Judicial District
400 Main Street, Suite 168

Knoxville, TN 37901

Stephen Ross Johnson

Partner — Ritchie, Johnson, and Stovall, P.C.
606 West Main Street, Suite 300

Knoxville, TN 37902

Lauren Vassallo

Criminal Court Jury Coordinator, Sixth Judicial District
400 West Main Street, Suite 149

Knoxville, TN 37902
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AEFIRMATION CONCERNING APPLICATION
Read, and if you agree to the provisions, sign the following:

I have read the foregoing questions and have answered them in good faith and as completely as my records
and recollections permit. 1 hereby agree to be considered for nomination to the Governor for the office of
Judge of the Criminal Court, Division [, of Knox County, Tennessee, and if appointed by the Governor,
agree to serve that office, In the event any changes occur between the time this application is filed and the
public hearing, | hereby agree to file an amended questionnaire with the Administrative Office of the Courts
for distribution to the Commission members.

I understand that the information provided in this questionnaire shall be open to public inspection upon
filing with the Administrative Office of the Courts and that the Commission may publicize the names of

persons who apply for nomination and the names of those persons the Commission nominates to the
Governor for the judicial vacancy in question.

Dated: V\ouﬁ a ,202S . M a\/)

Signature

When completed, return this questionnaire to John Jefferson at the Administrative Office of the Courts, 511
Union Street, Suite 600, Nashville, TN 37219.
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TENNESSEE TRIAL COURT VACANCY COMMISSION

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS
511 UNION STREET, SUITE 600
NASHVILLE CITY CENTER
NASHVILLE, TN 37219

TENNESSEE BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY
TENNESSEE BOARD OF JubpICIAL CONDUCT
AND OTHER LICENSING BOARDS

WAIVER OF CONFIDENTIALITY

I hereby waive the privilege of confidentiality with respect to any information that
concerns me, including public discipline, private discipline, deferred discipline agreements,
diversions, dismissed complaints and any complaints erased by law, and is known to,
recorded with, on file with the Board of Professional Responsibility of the Supreme Court of
Tennessee, the Tennessee Board of Judicial Conduct (previously known as the Court of the
Judiciary) and any other licensing board, whether within or outside the State of Tennessee,
from which | have been issued a license that is currently active, inactive or other status, 1
hereby authorize a representative of the Trial Court Vacancy Commission to request and
receive any such information and distribute it to the membership of the Commission and to
the Office of the Governor.

Please identify other licensing boards that have
J(’\Lﬂ*’h Ly EY\.’) issued you a license, including the state issuing

Type or Print Name the license and the license number,
M Certified Nursing Assistant License, Tennessee

X ' CE’(’V’ License No. 125916
Signature
Issued 12/14/07, Expired 12/31/2013

0S|oa |25~

Date

035154

BPR #
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