Tennessee Trial Court Vacancy Commission
Application for Nomination to Judicial Office

1717723

Name: Christopher Scott Jones
Office Address: 5100 Poplar Avenue, Suite 708
(including county)

Shelby County, Memphis. TN 38137

Office Phone: 901-275-6637 Facsimile: Not applicable

Email Address: scott(@cscottjones.com

o

(including county)
Shelby County |G
Home Phone: Not applicable Cellular Phone: __ ||| |N|NGN.

INTRODUCTION

Tennessee Code Annotated section 17-4-301 et seq. charges the Trial Court Vacancy
Commission with assisting the Governor and the People of Tennessee in finding and appointing
the best qualified candidates for judicial offices in this State. Please consider the Commission’s
responsibility in answering the questions in this application questionnaire. For example, when a
question asks you to “describe™ certain things, please provide a description that contains relevant
information about the subject of the question and, especially, that contains detailed information
that demonstrates that you are qualified for the judicial office you seek. In order to properly
evaluate your application, the Commission needs information about the range of your experience,
the depth and breadth of your legal knowledge, and your personal traits such as integrity, fairness,
and work habits.

This document is available in Microsoft Word format from the Administrative Office of
the Courts (telephone 800-448-7970 or 615-741-2687: website www.tncourts.gov). The
Commission requests that applicants obtain the Microsoft Word form and respond directly on the
form. Respond in the box provided below each question. (The box will expand as you type in the
document.) Review the separate instruction sheet prior to completing this document. Your
complete application, including both the original and digital copies, must be received by the

Administrative Office of the Courts on or before the deadline prescribed in the Notice of Vacancy.
See section 1(g) of the application instructions for additional information related to hand-delivery
of application packages.

THIS APPLICATION IS OPEN TO PUBLIC INSPECTION AFTER YOU SUBMIT IT.

EROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND WORK EXPERIENCE
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‘ Not applicable [

EDUCATION

11.  List each college, law school, and other graduate school which you have attended,
including dates of attendance, degree awarded, major, any form of recognition or other
aspects of your education you believe are relevant. and your reason for leaving each school
if no degree was awarded.

[ received my Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Memphis in May 2010,
with a concentration in History and a particular academic interest in military and
political history. My undergraduate studies also included a brief period of part-time
coursework at Southwest Tennessee Community College.

[ initially attended Mississippi College School of Law in 2011 but returned in 2014 to
complete the program, a path that strengthened my personal resilience and professional
focus. I earned my Juris Doctor degree in May 2017. My legal education included
international coursework in Beijing, Shanghai, Seoul, and Berlin, and encompassed a
broad curriculum including Federal Appellate Advocacy, Bankruptcy, Family Law,
Intellectual Property, International Law, Election Law, Sports and Entertainment Law,
and Expert Witness Testimony, I was named to the Dean’s List in my final year and
was active in several student organizations, including the Family Law Society, Sports
and Entertainment Law Society, Christian Legal Society, and Phi Alpha Delta.

PERSONAL INFORMATION

12.  State your date of birth.

October 20 S

13.  How long have you lived continuously in the State of Tennessee?

I have been a lifelong resident of Tennessee, with the exception of the time I resided in
Jackson, Mississippi while attending law school. I returned to Tennessee upon

graduation and have resided in Atoka, Tennessee (located in Shelby County) since
June 2017.
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even if not legally disqualifying. In one case, I fought for a father’s reunification with
his child despite believing she was not someone I would entrust with my own. The law
requires proof of specific harm or statutory grounds, and none were met. While I
questioned her judgment and fitness in a broader sense, [ recognized that my role was
to apply the legal standards, not impose personal ideals.

That tension is common in courtrooms. I have also defended criminal clients where the
facts were distasteful but the burden of proof was not met. In each instance, I respected
the rule of law over individual sentiment.

As a judge, I would uphold that same discipline. The law must be predictable and
consistently applied, even when the result does not align with my personal views. That
is what protects the public, the litigants, and the reputation of the judiciary itself.

REFERENCES

31. List five (5) persons, and their current positions and contact information, who would
recommend you for the judicial position for which you are applying. Please list at least
two persons who are not lawyers. Please note that the Commission or someone on its
behalf may contact these persons regarding your application.

A. Judge M.O. Eckel, III

Tipton County General Sessions & Juvenile Court Judge

Cell

Senior Chancellor for the 4™ District of Mississippi

Cell: NG

C. Judge Rodger G. McLane
Panola County Texas, Judge

Ce!l

D. Shelby County Commissioner Amber Mills

Shelby County, Tennessee Commissioner District 1
Cel]&
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E. Cary E. Vaughn
CEO/President Love Worth Finding Ministries

Cell: [N
-
S

AFFIRMATION CONCERNING APPLICATION

Read, and if you agree to the provisions, sign the following:

[ have read the foregoing questions and have answered them in good faith and as completely as my records
and recollections permit. I hereby agree to be considered for nomination to the Governor for the office of
Judge of the Circuit Court, Division 3, for the 30™ Judicial District at Memphis, for the state of Tennessee,
and if appointed by the Governor, agree to serve that office. In the event any changes occur between the
time this application is filed and the public hearing, I hereby agree to file an amended questionnaire with
the Administrative Office of the Courts for distribution to the Commission members.

I understand that the information provided in this questionnaire shall be open to public inspection upon
filing with the Administrative Office of the Courts and that the Commission may publicize the names of
persons who apply for nomination and the names of those persons the Commission nominates to the
Governor for the judicial vacancy in question.

(.];Ae //""""" .20 25,

Signature

Dated:

When completed, return this questionnaire to Jo#

feffeson at the Administrative Office of the Courts, 511
Union Street, Suite 600, Nashville, TN 37219 :

TENNESSEE TRIAL COURT VACANCY COMMISSION

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS
511 UNION STREET, SUITE 600
NASHVILLE CITY CENTER
NASHVILLE, TN 37219

TENNESSEE BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY
TENNESSEE BOARD OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT
AND OTHER LICENSING BOARDS

WAIVER OF CONFIDENTIALITY
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