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INTRODlfcnON 

Tcnnessee Code Annotated scction 17-4- 10 1 charges lhe Judic ial Nominating 
Commission with assisti ng the Governor and the People o f Tennessee in find ing and appointing 
the best qualified candidates for judicial offices in thi s State. Please considcr the Commiss ion's 
responsibility in answering the questions in th is application questionnaire. For example, when a 
question asks you to "descri be" certain things, please provide a description tha t contains re levant 
information about the subject of the question, and, especially, that contains deta iled information 
that demonstrates that you arc qua li fi ed for the judicial o ffi ce you seek. In order to properly 
evaluate your application, Lhe Commiss ion needs information about the range of your 
experi ence, the depth and breadth or your legal knowledge, 8Jld your personal traits such as 
integri ty, fairness, and work hab its. 

This document is available in word processing format from the Administrative Office of 
the Courts (te lephone 800.448.7970 or 615.74 1.2687; website http://www.tneourts.gov). The 
Commission requests that applicants obta in the word processing fo rm and respond directly on 
the form. Please respond in the box provided be low each question. (The box wi ll expand as you 
type in the word processing document.) Please read the separate instruction sheet prior to 
completing thi s document. Please submit the completed form to the Administrati ve Office of the 
Courts in pape r format (with ink signature) lim/ electronic format (either as an image or a word 
processing l"iIe and with electronic or scanncd signature). Please submit seventecn ( 17) paper 
copies to the Administrative O ffi ce of the COUl1'S. Please e-mai l a digital copy to 
debra. h~ycs((v.t ncou rts.go v . 
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THIS APPLICATION IS OPEN TO PUBLIC INSPECTION AFTER YOU SUBMlT IT. 

PROFESSIONA L BACKGROUND AND WORK EXPERIENCE 

1. State your present employment. 

I am currently a partner in the Murfreesboro law finn of Price & Tidwell. 

2. Slale (he year you were licensed to practice Inw in Tennessee and give your Tennessee 
Boarel of Pro fess ional Responsibility number. 

I wns admitted to practice law in Tennessee in 2000 and my Board of Professional Responsibility 
number is 20544 

3. List all states in which you have been licensed to practice law and include your bar 
number or identifying number for each Slate of admission. Indicate the date of licensure 
and whether the license is currently active. Ifnot active, explain. 

Tennessee is the only stale in which I have been licensed. 

4. Have you ever been denied admission 10, suspended or placed on inactive status by the 
Bar of any Slate? Ifso, explain. (This applies even if the denia l was temporary)_ 

5. List your professional or business employment/experience since the completion of your 
legal educution. Also include here a description of any occupation, business, or 
profession other than the practice of law in which you have ever been engaged (excluding 
military service, which is covered by a separate question). 
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I completed my legal education in 1998 at the Nashville School of Law. 

During my rirst through third year of law school I worked nt the Metro Legal Department in 
Nashville. While my general job assignment was as a runner for the department, I would, on 
occasion. be called upon to do some legal research. The research included issues involving one 
or more of the departments within the Metropolitan Nashville government and was perfomled 
under the supervision of olle of the staff attorneys. 111e experience J gained was invaluable and 
tOlJched on a wide array of areas of the law including eivil righ ts violations, contract 
negot iations. back property tax enforcement, and issues wi th bills before the metropolitan 
counsel. 

In MayoI' 1997, at the end of my third year of law school, J was hired by the I-Ionorable Cheryl 
Blackburn, Criminal Court Judge of Division III , 20th Judicial District, as her law clerk. Prior to 
th is my expericnce with the legal system included the isslles mentioned abovc at the Metro 
Legal Department During the three and one half years with Judge Blackburn my legal 
experience was solely in the area of cri minal procedure and substantive criminal law. 

As Judge Blackburn's law clerk I ass isted her in drafting memoranda of law, performing legal 
research, compiling jury charges, taking notes during motion hearings and trials, and any 
number o f other related tasks. My primary areas including assisting in the drafting of 
memoranda of law in the areas of post-conv iction relief. writs of habeas corpus, and motions to 
suppress evidence. 

The experience of being closely involved in the day-to-day operation of a judicial office was 
very rewarding. Likewise_ the opportunity to watch up close the process that Judge Blackburn 
took in deciding imponnm issues. many of which affected lives for years to come, gave me an 
insight into the importance of preparation. discretion, and following the law. 

On September I. 2000, I opened a solo law practice in the Wushington Square office building in 
Nashville in a suite that was known to local lawyers as the " incubator." The start of my private 
practice began by taking appointed cases in the Davidson County Genera l Sessions Courts and 
in the Dnvidson Counly Criminal Court. I also was appoin ted as guard ian ad litem on various 
conserva torship cases out of the Davidson County Probate Court. My pract ice evolved into a 
genera l practice where I took cases involving domesti c relations, criminal defense. eslate 
planning, and personal injury. 

In April of 2003 I took on a partner. Eri c Cartee, and we opened an o ffice in Nashville doing 
business under the Jiml name Tidwell Cartee. We practiced as a true pnrtnership where I 
focused on criminal defense and he focused on personal injury. It was during the years of2003 
and 2004 that two events occurred that changed my practice. 

I. I was admitted to the Criminal Justi ce Act (CJA) panel of lawyers for the Middle 
District of Tennessee. This "panel" of lawyers is limited to lawyers who have second 
chaired a number of federal criminal defense cases and then placed on the first-chair 
panel of lawyers allowed to accept appointed cascs in the Middle Distri ct of Tennessee 
Federal Court. Since 2003 I have either been appointed to, or been retained to represent, 
forty-eight (48) clients in the United States District Court for the Middle District of 
Tennessee. I have add itionally represented several clients in the Eastern District of 
Tennessee. 

I Applieulion Qucslionnllirc for JudicillJ Office Puge 3 or 16 Re .... 22 December 2011 



2. In 2003 I took on a e lient that had been civilly sued by DirecTV, Inc. fo r the alleged 
surreptitious interception of DirecTV sate lli te signals. One client led to another and 
within a few years I had represented well over one-hundred ( 100) individuals who bad 
either been sued in the Western, Middle, or Eastern District of Tennessee or who had 
been threatened with a lawsuit by counsel fo r DirecTV. 

The vo lume of these lawsuits required focused organization in that at any given time the 
cases would be in different stages of li tigation. The experience I gained in the area of 
civ il litigation was inva luab le. The issues presented in these lawsuits were complex and 
at one point resulted in my ass isti ng other attorneys in the Eleventh Circuit with 
researching and prepari ng for an appeal that ultimately was argued in the Eleventh 
Circui t Court o f Appeals si tting in Miami, Florida. The appeal was dec ided in our favor. 
I did not argue the case but was present fo r the argument and provided support fo r the 
lawyers who argued. 

In April of 2006 I moved my office from Nashville 10 Murfreesboro and joined John 
Price in creat ing my current firm, Price & Tidwell. My practice since 2006 has incl uded 
criminal cases in both federa l and state courts, personal injury cases, domestic re lation 
cases, and general c ivilmalters. 

I have appeared in every court in the 16111 j ud icial district and the Western. Middle and 
Eastern Distri ct Courts of Tennessee at one time or another and have taken a wide 
variety of cases. I have also appeared via pleadings in the Sixth Circuit COlll1 of 
Appeals and the Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals. 

6. I f you have not been employed continuously since complet ion of your legal education, 
descri be what you d id during periods of unemployment in excess of six months. 

I have been continuously employed since the completi on ormy legal education. 
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7. Describe the nature o f your present law practice, li sting the major areas of law in which 
you practice and the percentage each constitutes of your total practice. 

My current practice consists primari ly of criminal defense work in both state and federa l court 
estimate that these areas of practice make up 70% of my practice. The remaining 30% is spli t 
between domestic relations, personal injury cases, and other general civ il cases. Because I am 
in a small linn I am faced regularly wi th new cases in all areas of practice. Those cases that I 
cannot personally take due to my caseload I refer to an associate wi thin my office, D. Lyn 
Graves, or to my partner, John Price. 

8. Describe generally your experience (over your entire time as a licensed attorney) in trial 
courts, appellate courts. administrati ve bodies, legislati ve or regulatory bodies, other 
forums, andlor transacti onal matters. In making your description, include information 
abou t the types of malleI'S in which you have represented clients (e.g., information about 
whether you have handled criminal mailers, civi l matters, transact ional mallers, 
regulatory matters, elc.) and your own personal involvement and activities in the matters 
where you have been invo lved. In responding to th is question, please be guided by the 
fact that in order to properly evaluate your app lication. the Comm ission needs 
information about you r range of experi ence. your own personal work and work habits, 
and your work background, as your legal experience is a very important component of 
the evaluation required of the Commission. Please provide detailed information that will 
allow the Commission to evaluate your qmllificat ion for the judicial office fo r which you 
have app lied. The failure to provide detailed information , especially in thi s question, will 
hamper the evaluat ion of your application. Also separately describe any matters of 
special note in trial courts, appe llate courts, and administrative bodies. 

have enjoyed a diversified career to date that has touched upon a variety of areas of practice. 
During much of my law school days I was employed by the Metro Legal Department. Although 
much of my work was as a runner, 1 gained insight into the workings of the Metro Naslwi lle 
government and the legal issues thaI faced the Metro departments. On several occasions I was 
ca ll cd upon to do legal research and I ortcn had di scllssion with the staff attorncys conceming 
issues they were facing. I a lso observed court appearances from time to time, as cases would go 
to trial. 

My exposure to cr iminal law began with my clerkship with Judge Cheryl Blackburn in Davidson 
County. As a law clerk I observed approximatcly nincty-(90) trials and many moti ons to 
suppress and post-conviction pet ition hearings in the three and one half years I was Judge 
Blackburn's law clerk . I also hclped Ihe Court put together the jury charge on many occasions. 
Along with the COll rt officers I ass isted with the j ury during trials and interacted with the lawyers 
who practiced in hcr court. I also was fortunate enough to be able to interact with the court 
clerks, and the court officers and law clerks orthc other judges in the 20lh Judicial District. 
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ofTenses. These matters have included charges from misdemeanors to Capital Murder. I have 
tried approx imately thirty cases in state and federal courts including five (5) first-degree murder 
cases. The last murder trial I tried was in Rutherford County in 2010 and involved the State of 
Tennessee giving notice of the intent to seek death as a punishment. I have also been involved in 
the appeal of multiple cases in the state and federal system. 

My civ il practi ce began in earncst with the DirecTV litigat ion in 2003. The three (3) years of 
this litigat ion I was personally responsible for the 100 plus cases, all in various stages of 
litig81ion. I prepared discovery, took depositions, and prepared my client for discovery related 
issues and depositions. I have also represented numerous clients in divorce/chi ld custody cases 
as well as nUmerous clients who have been injured either due to a car accident or slip and fall. 

Early in my private practice 1 was appointed as guardian ad lilem in multiple conservatorship 
cases by the Davidson County Probate Court. I have, likewisc, represented proposed 
conservators later in my practice. 

9. Also separately describe any maners of special note in trial courts, appellate courts, and 
administrative bodies. 

In Slate of Tennessee II. Eric D. While, CCA No. M2001-02731-CCA-R3-CD I received a 
reversal of a convict ion based upon suffic iency of evidence afier a jury trial that I tried fo r Mr. 
White. Based upon the Appellate Court's findings the case was reversed and di smissed. 

J was a law clerk for Judge Blackburn during two separate capital murder triaJs in involving Paul 
Dennis Reid. (See Davidson County Case Nos. 97-C-I S34 'Uld 97-C- IS36) Although Judge 
Blackburn was assisted by a capital case attorney rrom the Administrative Office of the Court 
during these cases, I was involved in most discussions concerning ru li ngs in the case and became 
very well versed in the case law concerning evidentiary issues that arose during the two death 
penalty trials. 

DirecTV v. multiple ctients. As stated above, over u three year peri od (2003-2006) I represented 
well over 100 clients who had either been sued by DirecTV for unauthorized interception of 
DirecTV 's satelti te signals or who had received letters threatening a lawsuit fo r the same 
act ivi ti es. 

Siale of Tennessee v. Anronio Alexander, Rutherford County Case No. F-64676. J was lead 
counsel in thi s death penalty case tried in July of20 I O. Among the convictions the jury returned 
a vcrd ict or Second Degree Murder and Felony Murder and sentenced Mr. Alexander to Life in 
Prison Without Parole. 

10. If you have served as a mediator, an arbitrator or a judicial offi cer, describe your 
experience (i ncluding dates and detail s of the position, the cOUl1s or agencies involved, 
whether elected or appointed, and a descript ion of your duties). Include here detai led 
description(s) of any noteworthy cases over which you presided or which you heard as a 
judge, mediator or arbitrator. Please state, as to each case: (I) the date or period of the 
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proceedings; (2) lhe name of the court or agency; (3) a summary of the substance of 
each case; and (4) a statement of the significance of the case. 

I have not previously served as a mediator, an arbitrato r. or a judicial officer. 

II . Describe generally any experience you have of serv ing in a fiduciary capacity such as 
guardian ad litem, conservator, or trustee other than as a lawyer representing clients. 

When I began private practice 1 regularly took appointments from the Davidson County Probate 
Court to act as guardian ad Ii/em in conservatorsh ip cases. Most of these were uncontested, 
however on one occasion, the contested conservatorshi p resulted in a three (3) day trial. 

12. Describe any other legal experience, not staled above, that yOll would like to br ing to the 
attention of the Commission. 

As a result of having worked in the office of a judge as well appearing before all of the federal 
courts in Tennessee and many of the state courts in the counties surrounding Rutherford County. 
I believe that J know what it takes to be good Trial Judge. Treating lawyers, clerks, staff, and 
witnesses with respect is paramount; li stening before making a decision is key; and following the 
law despite personal feclings for either side is demanded. Based upon my experiences I believe 
that these qualities make a good judge. 

13. List all prior occasions on which you have submitted an application for judgeship to the 
Judicial Nominat ing ommission or any prcdecessor commission or body. Include the 
specific position applied for, the date of the meet ing at which the body considered your 
applicati on, and whether or not the body submitted your namc to the Governor as a 
nODllllec. 

I have never submitted and application for judgeship to the Judicial Nominating Commission. 

EDUCATION 

14. List each college, law school, and other graduate school which you have anended. 
including dates of attendance, degree awarded, major, any form of recogni ti on or other 
aspects of your education you believe are relevant. and your reason for leaving each 
school ifno degree was awarded. 

Midd le Tennessee State 
Criminal 
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Nashville School of Law - August, 1993 - May 1998 - Doctor of Juri sprudence 

PERSONAL INFORMA n ON 

15. State your age and date of birth. 

142 - January 8, 1970 

16. I-low long have you lived cont inuously in the State ofTenncssee? 

142 ycars 

17. How long have you lived continuously in the county where you are now li ving? 

19 years 

18. Slate the county in which you are registe red to vote. 

I Ru therfo rd County 

19. Describe your military Service. if applicable, including branch of serv ice, dates of active 
duty. rank at separation, and decorations. honors, or achievements. Please also state 
whether you received an honorable discharge and , if not, describe why not 

I, have not served in the mi litary. 

20. '·Iave you ever pled guilty or been convicted or arc you now on diversion for violation of 
any law, regulation or ordinance? Give date, court, charge and disposition. 
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2 1. To your knowledge, are you now under Federal , state or local investigation fo r possible 
vio lation of a criminal statute or disc ipl inary rule? I f so, give deta il s. 

22. If you have been disciplined or cited for breach of ethics or unprofessional conduct by 
any court, adminislrat ive agency, bar association, di sciplinary commiuee, or other 
profess ional group. give detail s. 

I Not Applicab le. 

23. lias a tax lien or other co llect ion procedure been instituled against you by federal, state, 
or local authorit ies or creditors wi thin the last fi ve (5 ) years? If so, give detai ls. 

24. Have you ever filcd bankruptcy (including personally or as part of any partnership, LLC, 
corporation , or other business organization)? 

25. I-lave you ever been a party in any legal proceedings (including di vo rces, domestic 
proceedings, and other types of proceedings)? I f so, give detai ls including the date, court 
and docket number and disposition. Provide a brief description of the case. This 
question does not seck, and you may exclude from your response, any malleI' where you 
were involved onl y as a nominal party. such as if yOll were the trustee under a deed of 
trust in a foreclosure proceeding. 

Jason L. Holley v. Price & Tidwell, John Price, Bany Tidwell , Rutherford County Chancery 
CO Uft No. 09- 173 1 MI. In thi s case a fOflner client sued my firm, my partner, and myse lf 
indiv idually for the return of a $750.00 fee. O Uf position was Lhat the ree had been earned. Mr. 
1·lolley look the position that the fee had nOl been earned. Mr. I-I olley never showed up ill Court 
and the case was di smissed for failure to prosecute 011 August 10, 2011. Mr. Holley fil ed a 
Notice of Appeal but never riled a brief. The appeal was di smissed and Mr. Holley was taxed 
with a l1 costs on June 4, 201 2. (See Court of Appeals No. M20 11-020 I O-COA-R3-CV) 
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26. List all organizations other than professional associa tions to which you have belonged 
withi n the last five (5) years, including civic, chari tab le, religious, educational, social and 
rmtcrnal organizations. Give the tit les and daLes of any offices which you have held in 
such organizations. 

Rutherrord County Ilabitat ror Humani ty - Board Mcmber 2005-2008 

Middle Tennessee Christian Student Center - Board mcmber 2004 - Present 

Board Chainnan -2009 - Present 

Deacon - Rura l Hill Church or Chri st - 2003 - Prcsent 

27. I lave you ever be longed to any organizalion, association, club or society which limi ts its 
membership to those or any panicular race, religion, or gender? Do not include in your 
answcr those organizations spec ifically formed ror a religious purpose, such as churches 
or synagogucs. 

a. Ir so, list such organizations nnd describe the basis of the membership 
limitation. 

b. I f it is not your intention to resign rrom such organization(s) and withdraw 
from any participation in their activities should you be nominated and se lected 
ror the position for which YOll arc applying, slate your reasons. 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

28. List all bar associat ions and professionul soc ieties of which yOll have been a member 
wi th in the last ten years. including dates. Give the titles and dates of any offices which 
you have held in such groups. List memberships and responsibili ties on any committee 
of proressional associations which you consider significant . 

American Bar Assoc iation - August 8, 2008 - August 31, 2009 

Tcnnessec Bar Association - January, 2009 - March 2009; January 2012 - March 2012 

Nashville Bar Assoc iation - July, 200 1 - October, 2001; Apri l, 2003 - October, 2003 

Rutherrord/Cannon County Bar Association - May. 2006 - Present 

Tennessee Associati on of Crim inal Defense Attorneys - I am a current member but do not have 
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the dates of membership 

Criminal Justice Act Panel (Midd le District of Tennessee) - 2004 - Present 

29. List honors. prizes, awa rds or othcr form s of recogni ti on which you have received since 
yo ur graduation frolll law school which arc directly rc lated to profess ional 
accompli shments. 

I Not applicable. 

30. List the citations of any legal art icles or books YOll have published . 

I Not Applicable 

3 1. List law school courses, CLE seminars, or other law related courses for which cred it is 
given that YOll have taught within the last fi ve (5) years. 

I Not App licable 

32. List any public office you have held or for which you have been candidate or applicant. 
Include the date, the position, and whether the posi ti on was elect ive or appointive. 

I have not held public office nor been a candidate for public orfice. 

33 . I-lave yO ll ever been a registered lobbyist? If yes, please describe your serv ice fuJly. 

34. Anach to thi s questionnaire at least two examples of legal articles, books, briefs, or other 
legal writ ings which reflect your personal work . Indicate the degree to which each 
example reflects your own personal etTot1. 

See the attached four memorandalbriefs. They rencct 99% of my personal wo rk and are found at 
tabs A- D. 

A. The Sentencing Memorandum I submitted on behalf of a client in Middle District case 
no. 3:09-00 I 09(2). 

B. The Memorandlml in Support of a Motion to Sever I recently filed in Middle District 
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case no. 3: 11 -00012 (20). 
C. The Memorandum in Support o f a Motion to Suppress I rcccml y fil ed in Middle Distri ct 

case no. 3: 11 -00012 (20). 
D. A Response fi led recently in Chancery case 110. 09- 1473 DR in Rutherford County. 

ESSA YS/J'ERSONAL STA TEMENTS 

35. What arc your reasons for seeking this position? (150 words or tess) 

I have been ve ry blessed duri ng my legal career. I have been taught by some of the best lawyers 
du ri ng law school, worked for great lawyers at the Metro Legal Department, and clerked fb I' a 
great judge in Judge Blackburn . Lawyers who have mcntored me over the years and been 
subj ect to countless questions from me have also helped shape my practice of law. Based upon 
all the he lp that I have received [rom lawyers and judges alike nothing would mean more to me 
than an opportunity to use that knowledge of the law and courtroom experience to serve the 
community. SiUing as a public servant and im partially hearing cases would be an honor and 
be ing able to appl y thc law to a case to determine the appropriate outcome is the ultimate 
responsibili ty of a judge and I be lieve that I ha ve the ability to do that. 

36. State any achievements o r acti vities in which YOll have been involved which demonstrate 
your commitment to equal j ustice under the law; include here a d iscussion of your pro 
bono serv ice thro ughout your time as a licensed atto rney. (/ 50 wortls or less) 

I have in the past been involved in the Chri stian Lega l C linic in Rutherford County. As a parI of 
thi s grou p I would go from time to time to the Salvation Army build ing, and later to a local 
lawyers office, to give lega l ad vise to those who may otherwise not be able to seek legal counsel 
due to lack o f finances. 

I have a lso made a presentati on to the Stones Ri ver Manor Nursing home residents on estate 
planning issues at no cost to the residents. 

37. Describe the j udgeship yo u seek (i.e. geographic area, types o f cases, num ber of judges, 
clc. and ex plain how yo ur se lection would im pact the court. (150 words or less) 

The j udgeshi p I seek is for Part 3 o f the Circui t Court of the 161h Jud icial District. TIle 16th 

Jud ic ia l District is comprised of [our Ci rcuit Judges, a Chance llo r, and three General Sessions 
Judges. Part 3 o r the Circuit Court, along with ParI 2 of the Circu it Court, has ro r many years 
handled the bulk of the criminal cases in Rutherford and Cannon Counties with the two 
remai ning Circu it Courts and the Chancery COllrt hand ling the bulk o r c ivi l cases. 

size of the crimina l dockets in this· 

I Application Questionnaire ror Judicial Office Page 12 o r 16 Re .... 22 December 2011 



selected for thi s position must be able to step in and immediately be able 10 handle a criminal 
docket and preside over criminal cases and trials. 

My se lcction would impact the court in that I huve thc background to do this. 

38. Describe your participation in communi ty services or organizations, and what community 
involvcment you intend to have if you are appointed jlldge? (250 words or less) 

have been honored to serve ill the past 0 11 the board of the Rutherford County Habitat fo r 
Humanity. Hab itat 's e frorts in Rutherfo rd County have transformed areas or the c ity and coun ty 
that otherwise have tmditionall y been known for drug lise, prostitution, and di lapidated housing. 
Seeing first hand the way the very outlook of a neighborhood can change with the improvement 
of housing is phenomenal. 

I currently serve on the board of directors for the Raiders for Chri st Chri stian student center 
serving Middle Tennessee State Uni versity . For the past three (3) years I have served as the chair 
of thi s board. The abi lity 10 SCI policy and he lp administer this campus ministry that influences 
young people's li ves lhat arc starting, and attending. co llege has been a blessing. 

To the extent allowed by the Code of Judicial Conduct I would continue to be involved in church 
activities and continue to scrve on the board of the Cluislian student center. 

39. Describe life experiences, personal involvements, or talents that you have that you feel 
will be of assistance to the Commission in eva luating and understanding your candidacy 
for this judicial posit ion. (250 words or less) 

I was rai scd in a home where I was taught conse rvative va lues by two great parents, 
g randparents, and a host o f aunts and unc les who all he lped shape who I am today. I saw lirst 
hand that hard work and dedication to the task (whether schoo l, athletics, or work) was the path 
to success. I was ra ised in a Chri stian home and take pride in my Christian values. My proudest 
achievements a ll involve my family and my wife and children mean the world to me. Anything I 
have accomp lished or will accomplish in my professional career can be traced to the support of 
my family. This upbringi ng will assist me in making difficult dec isions that wi ll impact not on ly 
the litigants, but also. in applicable cases, victims and the community. 

My wife and J served as foster parents early in our marriage. This service resulted in the 
adoption of my two oldest children in 2000. To the extent thai I would hear domestic relations 
cases, adoptions, and custody matters, my life experiences in thi s area will aid me in making 
decisions related to these types of cases. 

From a professional perspective, I fee l that my varied expericnces from the Metro LegaJ 
Department, then clerking for Judge Blackburn, then transitioning into private practice has 

for the as The of cases that J have 
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has provided me a basis of knowledge that will serve me well in the role ofa silt ing j udge. 

40. Wi ll you uphold the law even if you disagree with the substance of the law (e.g., statute 
or ru le) nt issue? Give an example from your experience ns a licensed aUomey that 
supports yo ur response to th is question. (250 word .. or lesl~ 

Yes, I would uphold the law even if I d isagree with the substancc. Witho ut divu lging specific 
in formation that could be considered work product and poten tially privileged, I would state that 
in a very recent case approximately 5000 documents were delivered to my co-counsel's office 
pursuan t to a Rule 17(c) subpoena. After a ve ry short review by my co-counsel of several of the 
documents it became c lear that the documents delivered contained emai l correspondence that 
could be considered work product of opposing counsel , and thus non-d iscoverable. 

In this particular case it certain ly could have been product ive to my client to read tbe emails in 
that they could have given insight into the strategy and mindset of my oppos ition. While I 
certainly would have liked to read the emails, the ethical and lega l response to thi s d ilemma, I 
believe. resulted in a different outcome. 

REFERENCES 

41. List five (5) persons, and the ir current positions and contact infonnalion, who would 
recommend you fo r the judicial position fo r which you are apply ing. Please li st a l least 
two persons who are not lawyers. Please note that the Commiss ion or someone on its 
behalfmay contact these persons regardi ng your application. 

A. Brian Roark; Partner, Bass, Berry, and Sims, 

B. Pau l J. Bruno, Sole Practit ioner, 
 

C. Russ King, Ministe r, Donelson Church of Chri st, d  
 

D. John W. Price, Partne r, Price & Tidwell ,  

E. Beth Smith, Executive Director, Rut herford County area Habitat fo r Humani ty, 
 

AFF/RMAVON CQNCERNlNGA Pl'LICATION 
Read, and if you agree to the provisions, s ign the following: 

I AppliCAtion Questionnaire ror Judicial OffiCI! I'agc 14 or 16 Rev. 22 December 2011 



I have rcad the foregoing questions and have answered them in good faith and as completely as my 
records and r~ollections permit. I hereby agree to be considered for nomination to the Governor for the 
office of Judge of the Ci rcuit Court, Part 3, 16th Judic ial District, of Tennessee. and if appointed by the 
Governor, agree to serve Ihat oHice. In the event any changes occu r between the time this application is 
fi led and the public hearing, I hereby agree to file an amended question naire with the Administrative 
Office of the Courts for distribution to the Commission members. 

I understand that the information provided in this questionnaire shall be open 10 public inspection upon 
filing with the Administrat ive Office of lhe Courts and that the Commiss ion may publicize the names of 
persons who apply for nomination and the names of those persons the Commission nominates 10 the 
Governor for the jlldicial vacancy in question. 

Dated: 5 ~ s I ,20 1"2-. 

Signature 

When completed, return thi s questionna ire to Debbie !Iayes, Administrative Olliee of the Courts,S I I 
Union Street, Suile 600. Nashville. TN 37219. 

TENNESSEE JUDICIAL NOMINATING COMMISSION 
511 UNION STREhT, SUITE 600 

NAS UVILI.E CITY CENTER 

NASHVILLE, T N 372 19 

TENNESSEE BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL R ESPONSIBILITY 

TENNESSEE COURT OF JUDICIARY 

AND OTHER LICENSING BOARDS 

WAIVER Of CONFIDENTIALITY 

I hereby waive the privilege of confidentiality with respect to any information which 
concerns me, incl uding public discipline, private diSci pline, deferred discipline agreements, 
diversions, dismissed complaints and any complai nts erased by law, and is known to, 
recorded with, on fil e with the Board of Professional Responsibility of the Supreme Court of 
Tennessee, the Tennessee Court of Judiciary and any other licensing board, whether within 
or outside the state of Tennessee, from which I have been issued a license that is currently 
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