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STATE OF TENNESSEE
BOARD OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Jamnes M. Hivier, Clerk
91 Soventh Avenwe, }
Nastwille, TN 7219147,
6152501470

November 16. 2020

Judiciary Committee of the Senate
Senator Mike Bell

716 Cordell Hull Building
Nashville. TN 37243

Dear Senator Bell:

Please find enclosed the Quarterly Report of the Board of
Judicial Conduct covering the period of July 1. 2020 through
September 30. 2020 for the Fiscal Year 2019-2020, as mandated by
Tenn. Code Ann. § 17-5-207.
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STATE OF TENNESSEE
BOARD OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT
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401 Seventh Avenue, North
Nashville, TN 372101407

615.253-1470

November 16,2020

Judiciary Commitiee of the House
Representative Michael Curcio
630 Cordell Hull Building
Nashville. TN 37243

Dear Representative Curcio:

Please find enclosed the Quarterly Report of the Board of
Judicial Conduct covering the period of July 1. 2020 through
September 30. 2020 for the Fiscal Year 2019-2020. as mandated by
Tenn. Code Ann. § 17-3-207.
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BOARD OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT s = ==
QUARTERLY REPORT A DMABAG - 00O L(
(For the period 7/1/2020 through 9/30/2020)

The number of complaints OPENED" this quarter is 112. Year to date the number is 275.

The number of complaints CLOSED this quarter is 83. Year to date the number is 269”.
The DISPOSITION of the complaints closed this quarter is: -
YID 2019:20
Dismissed, complaint about court ruling-—- 44 138 204
Dismissed, no jurisdiction =-esess=essssssess=s 0 6 23
Dismissed, inadequate factual basis ~—------ 29 90 134
Dismissal with warning 3 8 6
Dismissal after full investigation --==-==-=-=== 0 0 0
Deferred discipline agreement ----e-=e======= 2 2 0
Private reprimand 3 5 6
Public reprimand 1 1 0
Other 6 19 15
Retired complaint, no longer a judge —emeeee) 0 0
Cease and Desist Order. 0 0 0
Suspension 0 0 0
Recommendation of removal from office --_0 0 0
TOTAL 88 269 388

The number of complaints PENDING on the last day of this quarter is 11.

The number of complaints for which PROBABLE CAUSE WAS FOUND? this quarter is 6.
The number year to date is 8.

I.Asinsleet.mphinl i sevenljudgaiscomuedlsasepumcmnphhuapinslmhjudge.Acmmm

wbouqummwmpasmdnnmmsoryisIistedwderthemostsetiousenemdlcged.misaoud

came into existence on July 1, 2019. Therefore, there is no five-year statistical data to compare. On March 13, 2020,
the Tennessee Supreme Court declared a state of Emergency for the Judicial Branch of Tennessee government and
suspended in-person court proceedings, with certain exceptions through March 31, 2020. See In re: Covid-19
Pandav.lc. No. ADM2020-00428 (Tenn. 2020). On March 25, 2020, the Tennessee Supreme Court continued the
suspension of in-court proceedings through April 30, 2020. /d.

2.This category represents complaints that were closed after July 1, 2019, but : 3
by the previous Board of Judicial Conduct. X were at various stages of investigation

3.“Probable cause was found” means that Disciplinary Counsel and the investigati "
i . | believe that there is

evidence supporting the allegations against a judge and the investigative gerd e i

pursuant to Tenn, Code Ann. § 17-5-303 (c)(2). gative panel has authorized a full investigation



The number of complaints for which FORMAL CHARGES WERE FILED this quarter is 0.
The number year to date is 0.

The NATURE of the complaints filed and the TYPE OF JUDGE according to the following categories is:

A) Failure to comply with the law: YTD EY 2019-20
Criminal 15 53 75
Circuit 12 41 70
Chancery 7 14 11
General Sessions ===========" 11 37 57
Juvenile 1 9 14
Magistrate and Referee——- | 3 5
Municipal 0 1 3
Commissioner — 1 3 3
Probate 2 A 5
Appellate Court --=-======== 0 0 3
Senior and Retired 2 5 5
A0 o 8 (Non-judge, deceased, etc.)
TOTAL 52 174 259
B) Bias, prejudice and unfairness: YTD FY2019-20
Criminal 3 19 20
Circuit 3 14 22
Chancery 1 2 6
General Sessions =-=========" 2 8 17
Juvenile 0 2 6
Magistrate and Referee--—- 0 0 0
Municipal 0 0 0
Commissioner =-=s========"" 0 0 0
Probate 0 0 1
Appellate Court —=-======== 0 0 0
Senior and Retired --====-— 0 1 1
_0 . - SN
TOTAL 9 49 82



C) Discourtesy:
Criminal
Circuit
Chancery --
General Sessions
Juvenile
Magistrate and Referee-----
Municipal
CommiSSioner =s-eese=s==s==
Probate
Appellate Court --=meesn=
Senior and Retired =-=======-
Other

TOTAL

D) Abuse of office:
Criminal
Circuit
Chancery
General Sessions ==-=e=ee==-=
Juvenile
Magistrate and Referee-----
Municipal
CommisSioner —=—--ss--=s====
Probate
Appellate Court «--e=eseme=n-
Senior and Retired ----==see-

Other .
3

TOTAL

E) Delay:
Criminal
Circuit
Chancery
General Sessions =-=eeeeaee--
Juvenile
Magistrate and Referee-~---
Municipal
Commissioner --—-eeemasess
Probate
Appellate Court «==-sssmeme-
Senior and Retired ---=e-e=--
Other

TOTAL
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F) Ex parie communications:
Fal T T [ ————— |
CirGUIL ==resssrsmeereamsursnmen 0
Chancery =s==servessrswrmasens 0
General Sessions «=seeremmees |
JUVENile =eesrreverramseesmners 0
Magistrate and Referee--- |
Municipal «=---=swmemmerermes 0
Commissioner «sswsssmmmmsee 0
Probate ---==s==mresresraserees 0
Appellate Court »romssemnses 0
Senior and Retired »=rewseees 0
OUher =esessssmrresssnmenmrmmes =L
TOTAL 5
G) Disability:
Criminal -ssressesserennemress 0
Circuit 0
Chancery =---v=-===rerswssssss 0
General Sessions -ee-=sorree ()
Juvenile --s--rr-rrmsreemnnrer 0
Magistrate and Referee--—- 0
Municipal 0
Commissioner —--========" 0
Probate -----+===s=rerererssrns 0
Appellate Court swmsemsmmness 0
Senior and Retired w=seserees 0
Other
TOTAL 0
H) Political violation:
Criminal o 0
Circuit ¢ O
Chancery . 0
General Sessions sseerweere
Juvenile 0
Magistrate and Rofm 0
Municipal - 0
Commissioner -==-=wwsewsees ()
Probate 0
Amu“ COIlﬂ D e dedaieded o
Senior and Retired -vvveves 0
Other B
TOTAL 0
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I) Recusal:
Criminal
Circuit
Chancery
General Sessions ——-ee——-
Juvenile
Magistrate and Referec-—-
Municipal
Commissioner
Probate
Appellate Court -—---——-
Senior and Retired ===
Other

COO0OO=0O00 o000

.

TOTAL

J) Miscellaneous:
Criminal
Circuit
Chancery
General Sessions ==---=====s-
Juvenile
Magistrate and Referee-----
Municipal
Commissioner
Probate
Appellate Court «—-eeeemmemv
Senior and Retired ~---vv---
Other

Coocococoocoooo
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