Women’s History & Milestones

1n Tennessee Courts

dunn v. Palermo, the Supreme Court holds a woman is no

lled to take her husband’s last name after marriage. In the

ermo, a local attorney, had chosen to keep her last
ied, and, as a result, was stricken frc

Justice Janice Holder is
in as the Tennessee Supreme
Court’s first femalechief justice.
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Judge Ana Escobar
becomes the first Hispanic
judge elected to the
general sessions bench in
Nashville.
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The Supreme Court issues Rule 50, creating the
Access to Justice Commission, a body dedicated to
expanding access to civil legal services for those in
need. Nashville attorney Margaret Behm is selected
as the first chair of the 10-person commission. The
Access to Justice Commission has helped countless
Tennessean through its encouragement of pro bono,
its sponsorship of innumerable legal clinics, and its
support of innovative programs and efforts to level
the legal playing field for the disadvantaged.

Judge Holly Kirby
becomes the first woman
to serve on the Court of
Appeals.She will become
Justice Holly Kirby in
2014 when she appointed
to the Supreme Court.

emale judge on a court of record in the state when she
is appointed to the Court of Criminal Appeals. She will | =
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Y Judge Julia Smith Gibbons becomes
~ the state’s first woman trial court judge
when she is appointed as circuit judge
in the 15th Judicial Circuit. She wins
“election to that seat in 1982, but leaves
the circuit court bench in 1983 when
| President Ronald Reagan appoints her to
the United States District Court for the
| Western District of Tennessee. In 2002,
Preé?dent George W. Bush appoints her to
the United States Court of Appeals for the
Sixth Circuit.

The Tennessee Supreme Court
denies Marion Scudder Griffin's
admission to the bar because she

is a woman, even though she had
passed the bar exam and had been
certified by two local judges. The
Court denies her admission again in
1901. She subsequently lobbies for

a bill allowing women to become
lawyers. The Tennessee legislature
passes such a bill in 1907, and Griffin
is thereafter admitted to the bar and
became the state’s first practicing
woman attorney.

Camille Kelley becomes the first woman
judge in the state when she is appointed
judge of the Shelby County Family Court.
After she steps down in 1950, Judge Kelley
is implicated in a long-running black
market adoption scheme.

Lutie Lytle becomes the first
woman and first black female to
graduate from law school and be
admitted to the bar in Tennessee.
Her efforts to join the bar are

rebuffed by several courts, but — - * ; . .
she is admitted to the bar by a - In City obKnosillew:
State ex rel. Hayward

sympathetic judge in Memphis,

after the administration of an oral thT Siﬁrirgf (IZ<0urt 1

bar exam. The news was reported = ruies that the Anoxviie
school board could not
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years, Justice White goes on o teach at the Univer:

in papers around the country and Constitution, extending the right to vote to e s Tennessee College of Law, where, in 2011, the T
as far away as England. Shortly many women. a— -, getting - Judicial Conference Foundation will establish a legal
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