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 Tennessee Trial Court Vacancy Commission 

Application for Nomination to Judicial Office 
10/30/18 

  
Name:   Patricia Head Moskal        
 
Office Address: Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP 
(including county) 1600 Division Street, Suite 700 
   Nashville, Davidson County, Tennessee  37203    
 
Office Phone:  615-252-2369   Facsimile: 615-252-6369   
 
Email Address:    
 
Home Address:   
(including county) Nashville, Davidson County, Tennessee  37221    
 
Home Phone:  Not Applicable  Cellular Phone:    
 

INTRODUCTION 

 Tennessee Code Annotated section 17-4-301 et seq. charges the Trial Court Vacancy 
Commission with assisting the Governor and the People of Tennessee in finding and appointing 
the best qualified candidates for judicial offices in this State.  Please consider the Commission’s 
responsibility in answering the questions in this application questionnaire.  For example, when a 
question asks you to “describe” certain things, please provide a description that contains relevant 
information about the subject of the question and, especially, that contains detailed information 
that demonstrates that you are qualified for the judicial office you seek.  In order to properly 
evaluate your application, the Commission needs information about the range of your 
experience, the depth and breadth of your legal knowledge, and your personal traits such as 
integrity, fairness, and work habits. 

This document is available in word processing format from the Administrative Office of 
the Courts (telephone 800.448.7970 or 615.741.2687; website www.tncourts.gov). The 
Commission requests that applicants obtain the word processing form and respond directly on 
the form.  Respond in the box provided below each question. (The box will expand as you type 
in the document.) Review the separate instruction sheet prior to completing this document. 
Submit by the noon deadline date an original (unbound) completed application (with ink 
signature) to the Administrative Office of the Courts. In addition, submit a digital copy with 
electronic or scanned signature via email to ceesha.lofton@tncourts.gov, or via another digital 
storage device such as flash drive or CD.   
 

THIS APPLICATION IS OPEN TO PUBLIC INSPECTION AFTER YOU SUBMIT IT. 
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PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
1. State your present employment. 

Attorney and Partner, Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP, Nashville, Tennessee 

2. State the year you were licensed to practice law in Tennessee and give your Tennessee 
Board of Professional Responsibility number. 

1985, BPR #011621 

3. List all states in which you have been licensed to practice law and include your bar 
number or identifying number for each state of admission.  Indicate the date of licensure 
and whether the license is currently active.  If not active, explain. 

Tennessee, BPR #011621 

October 18, 1985 

Active 

4. Have you ever been denied admission to, suspended or placed on inactive status by the 
Bar of any State?  If so, explain.  (This applies even if the denial was temporary). 

No 

5. List your professional or business employment/experience since the completion of your 
legal education.  Also include here a description of any occupation, business, or 
profession other than the practice of law in which you have ever been engaged (excluding 
military service, which is covered by a separate question). 

1985 to Present 
Attorney in private practice with Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP (formerly known as Boult, 
Cummings, Conners & Berry, PLC), Nashville, Tennessee.  Associate Attorney from 1985 to 
1991; Partner since 1992. 
 
1983 to 1985 
Student Research Assistant to Joseph G. Cook, Williford Gragg Professor of Law, University of 
Tennessee College of Law, Knoxville, Tennessee.  I worked part time for Professor Cook while 
attending law school full time, assisting him with research, editing and updating a multi-volume 
treatise entitled Civil Rights Actions, co-authored with Professor John L. Sobieski. 



 

Application Questionnaire for Judicial Office Page 3 of 15  April 13, 2016 
 

1981 to 1982 
Program Coordinator, Department of Continuing Education, University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga, Chattanooga, Tennessee.  I was responsible for developing programming and 
administering professional and personal interest continuing adult education courses.   
 
1976 to 1981 
Psychiatric Teacher/Counselor, Smallwood Center, Moccasin Bend Mental Health Institute, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee.  I was responsible for the academic instruction and behavioral 
treatment and programming of special needs children, ages 6-8, at a residential school that was, 
at that time, part of the Tennessee Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation.   
 
1980 to 1982 
Volunteer Regional Coordinator, Education Advocacy for Children with Handicaps (EACH), a 
non-profit organization.  I was responsible for providing education advocacy services to parents 
of children with special needs in a ten-county area of southeast Tennessee on a volunteer basis. 

6. Describe the nature of your present law practice, listing the major areas of law in which 
you practice and the percentage each constitutes of your total practice. 

I have extensive experience in all types of complex business and commercial litigation in state 
and federal courts and before state administrative tribunals.  My practice areas vary from year to 
year depending on the mix of cases and needs of my clients.  The following are estimates of my 
average case load:  commercial and business litigation (40%); state and local tax litigation 
(30%); appellate litigation (20%); government contracts and bid protests (5% or less), 
administrative law and litigation (5-10%).   

The variety of cases I have handled over the years include business litigation, state and local tax 
litigation, breach of contract cases, insurance, and real estate litigation, shareholder and corporate 
disputes, corporate governance disputes, partnership disputes, securities litigation, breach of 
fiduciary duty claims, fraud and misrepresentation claims, securities broker claims, 
environmental litigation, federal tort claims act litigation, condemnation, real and personal 
property tax valuations, employment-related litigation, including discrimination, restrictive 
covenants, non-competition agreements, and wrongful termination cases, civil rights litigation, 
and regulatory and administrative appeals from various state agencies. 

7. Describe generally your experience (over your entire time as a licensed attorney) in trial 
courts, appellate courts, administrative bodies, legislative or regulatory bodies, other 
forums, and/or transactional matters.   

Trial Court Experience 
I have experience with both jury trials and bench trials in civil matters before Tennessee state 
and federal district courts, representing individuals and businesses, plaintiffs and defendants. I 
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have been lead counsel as well as co-counsel at trial.  More recently, I have served as appellate 
counsel with my firm’s trial teams to assist with legal strategy, briefing for pre-trial and post-trial 
motions, and the preservation of issues for purposes of appeal.  The majority of my trial 
experience is bench trials before the Chancery Courts, but I have also tried cases in Federal 
District Courts, State Circuit Courts, Probate Courts, and before the Tennessee State Board of 
Equalization and the Tennessee Claims Commission. 
 
The types of cases I have been responsible for vary widely and this is an aspect of my practice 
that I have always enjoyed.  Some examples of the types of cases I have handled at the trial court 
level include the following: 

o insurance tax refund cases brought on behalf of multiple insurance companies regarding 
retaliatory insurance taxes; 

o defense of consumer-related cases brought against a timeshare developer; 

o challenges to state tax assessments on behalf of various clients, including internet service 
providers, national retailers, cosmetics and fragrance manufacturers, radioactive waste 
processor, fiber optics provider, record companies, equipment manufacturer, restaurant 
chains, and others; 

o federal tort claims act claims on behalf of property owners for damages resulting from 
the May 2010 Nashville flood; 

o defense of international engineering and environmental services company involving 
environmental claims before the state trial court, state environmental agency, and federal 
environmental agency involving remediation of underground storage tanks; 

o real and personal property valuation disputes for various clients, including automotive 
manufacturers, non-profit country club, shopping malls, corporate headquarters; 

o defense of employment-related claims on behalf of a joint venture providing services to 
the federal government; 

o declaratory judgment action filed on behalf of a public utility to protect its certificated 
service area; 

o defense of minority shareholder litigation brought against several closely-held 
corporations; 

o defense of securities brokerage firms involving claims of fraud, conversion, and breach 
of fiduciary duties against former securities brokers. 

Appellate Court Experience 
I have experience handling appeals before the Tennessee Court of Appeals, the Tennessee 
Supreme Court, and the U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeal for the Sixth, Fifth and Eleventh Circuits. 
Some of the appeals I have handled include the following:   

o business tort case between competitors that provide specialized medical monitoring 
services.  I assisted the trial team and was lead appellate attorney before the Tennessee 
Court of Appeals.  The case currently is pending before the Tennessee Supreme Court on 
an application for permission to appeal (pending). 
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o consolidated appeals involving retaliatory insurance tax refund claims on behalf of 
multiple groups of insurance carriers.  I was lead trial attorney and lead appellate attorney 
responsible for briefing and arguing the cases before the Tennessee Court of Appeals and 
Tennessee Supreme Court.   

o direct appeal from the Tennessee Regulatory Authority involving a regulatory 
compliance matter for a public wastewater utility.  I was lead appellate attorney and 
argued the case before the Tennessee Court of Appeals. 

o federal tort claims act case against the United States and the Army Corps of Engineers for 
property damage suffered by several commercial property owners during the May 2010 
flood of Nashville.  I was lead appellate attorney and argued the case before the Sixth 
Circuit Court of Appeals. 

o performing artist dispute with former business manager, including claims for accounting 
malpractice, breach of fiduciary duty, breach of contract, misrepresentation.  I was the 
lead appellate attorney on the briefs before the Tennessee Court of Appeals 

o authored amicus curiae briefs for the Tennessee Bar Association, the Nashville Chamber 
of Commerce, the Innocence Project, the American Health Care Association, and others.   

Administrative Law Experience 
I have handled numerous real and personal property tax appeals before county boards of 
equalization and the State Board of Equalization.  The issues I have handled involve both real 
and tangible personal property valuations, property classifications, and assessments.  In cases 
where judicial review is sought from final administrative decisions, I serve as lead attorney 
before the Chancery Courts and Court of Appeals.   

I have also appeared from time to time before the Tennessee Regulatory Authority, now known 
as the Tennessee Public Utility Commission, the Tennessee Department of Revenue, and the 
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation. 

I have represented a variety of clients in connection with state contract bid protests, including 
financial service providers, telecommunications service providers, food service providers, and 
information service providers, involving multi-million dollar contracts for state services. 

8. Describe any matters of special note involving your practice in trial courts, appellate 
courts, and administrative bodies. 

I was the lead trial and appellate attorney in a consolidated group of insurance tax refund claims, 
which were originally filed with the Tennessee Claims Commission and were appealed to the 
Tennessee Court of Appeals and the Tennessee Supreme Court.  These cases involved complex 
and novel issues. 

I was the lead appellate attorney in a federal torts claims act case against the federal government 
and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, involving property damage to several property owners 
during the May 2010 flood of Nashville.  The case presented complex issues of governmental 
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immunity under the federal Flood Control Act and defenses or exceptions to liability under the 
Federal Tort Claims Act.  

I was the lead counsel on a multi-forum environmental litigation matter involving an 
underground storage tank in Tennessee, with matters simultaneously pending before the 
Chancery Court, the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency.  This representation was technically complex and required 
significant legal strategy and planning in the multiple proceedings, all of which were 
successfully resolved. 

9. Describe any other legal experience, not stated above, that you would like to bring to the 
attention of the Commission. 

As an associate attorney, I assisted one of my firm’s litigation partners with the representation of 
a death row inmate on state post-conviction and federal habeas corpus relief on a pro bono basis 
by appointment through the former Capital Case Resource Center and the Tennessee Supreme 
Court.  This was one of the most challenging cases of my legal career and proceeded through 
multiple levels of review and appeal before both state and federal courts as the law in this area 
was changing.  Our representation continued for about seven years until our client died from 
natural causes while on death row. 

I have also assisted with the representation of several state prisoners in federal civil rights actions 
by appointment through the United States District Court, Middle District of Tennessee.  The 
issues involved conditions of confinement, including access to adequate medical care and access 
to legal materials and resources. 

10. List and describe all prior occasions on which you have submitted an application for any 
state or federal judicial position. 

I have not previously applied for a state judicial position.  In 1994, I applied for a United States 
Magistrate Judge position in the Middle District of Tennessee, but was not selected. 

EDUCATION 

11. List each college, law school, and other graduate school which you have attended, 
including dates of attendance, degree awarded, major, any form of recognition or other 
aspects of your education you believe are relevant, and your reason for leaving each 
school if no degree was awarded. 

University of Tennessee College of Law, Knoxville, Tennessee, J.D. 1985, with highest honors 
I attended law school from 1982 to 1985.  I achieved the third highest grade point average in my 
law school class of 155, graduating with highest honors.  Additional honors I received included:  
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Order of the Coif, John W. Green Academic Scholarship Recipient; Dean’s List (all semesters); 
American Jurisprudence Awards (highest grade) for Contracts II, Torts II, Ethics and the Legal 
Profession, and Commercial Paper. 

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, Chattanooga, Tennessee (1977-1980) 
I attended UTC as a graduate student from 1977 to 1980 on a part-time basis while teaching full-
time and completed 18 hours toward a Master of Science degree in Education.  While I was a 
graduate student, I was selected to Kappa Delta Phi Honor Fraternity.  I entered this program 
after I graduated from Indiana University and began working as a teacher/counselor at a 
residential school for special needs children in Chattanooga, Tennessee.  I withdrew from this 
program before completing my Master’s degree because I changed my professional goals and 
decided to pursue a legal career. 

Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, B.A. 1976, Major in Psychology 
I attended Indiana University, Bloomington as an undergraduate student from 1974 to 1976 to 
complete my undergraduate education and earn my bachelor’s degree.  Honors I received 
included the Founder’s Day Academic Achievement Award and selection for the Senior Honors 
Seminar.  I was a member of the Indiana University Student Foundation and worked on a part-
time, work-study basis at the Indiana University Library and the Indiana University Yearbook.  I 
also volunteered as a student assistant to the Indiana University Cross Country and Track teams. 

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, Chattanooga, Tennessee (1972-1974) 
I attended UTC as an undergraduate student from 1972 to 1974.  As an entering freshman, I was 
selected for the Interdisciplinary Honors Program, which is now known as the Brock Scholars 
Program.  It was not my original plan to enroll at UTC, but I had a severe case of mononucleosis 
after my senior year of high school and was unable to enroll at my first choice, Indiana 
University.  Because my family had relocated to Chattanooga, I attended UTC for two years 
before transferring to IU in 1974 to complete my undergraduate education. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 

12. State your date of birth. 

 1954 

13. How long have you lived continuously in the State of Tennessee? 

42 years 

14. How long have you lived continuously in the county where you are now living? 

33 years 



 

Application Questionnaire for Judicial Office Page 8 of 15  April 13, 2016 
 

15. State the county in which you are registered to vote. 

Davidson County 

16. Describe your military service, if applicable, including branch of service, dates of active 
duty, rank at separation, and decorations, honors, or achievements.  Please also state 
whether you received an honorable discharge and, if not, describe why not. 

Not Applicable 

17. Have you ever pled guilty or been convicted or are now on diversion for violation of any 
law, regulation or ordinance other than minor traffic offenses? If so, state the 
approximate date, charge and disposition of the case. 

No 

18. To your knowledge, are you now under federal, state or local investigation for possible 
violation of a criminal statute or disciplinary rule?  If so, give details. 

No 

19. Please identify the number of formal complaints you have responded to that were filed 
against you with any supervisory authority, including but not limited to a court, a board 
of professional responsibility, or a board of judicial conduct, alleging any breach of ethics 
or unprofessional conduct by you. Please provide any relevant details on any such 
complaint if the complaint was not dismissed by the court or board receiving the 
complaint. You may wish to request a report from the appropriate supervisory authority 
(or authorities) for a complete history. 

None 

20. Has a tax lien or other collection procedure been instituted against you by federal, state, 
or local authorities or creditors within the last five (5) years?  If so, give details. 

No 

21. Have you ever filed bankruptcy (including personally or as part of any partnership, LLC, 
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corporation, or other business organization)? 

No 

22. Have you ever been a party in any legal proceedings (including divorces, domestic 
proceedings, and other types of proceedings)?  If so, give details including the date, court 
and docket number and disposition.  Provide a brief description of the case.  This 
question does not seek, and you may exclude from your response, any matter where you 
were involved only as a nominal party, such as if you were the trustee under a deed of 
trust in a foreclosure proceeding. 

Yes, I have been a party in the following legal proceedings: 

Conner v. Metropolitan Life Ins. Co., et al., U.S District Court for the Western District of 
Tennessee No. 2:15-cv-02883, Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals Nos. 16-5504 and 16-5590, U.S. 
Supreme Court No. 17-8824.   

I was named as one of numerous defendants in a lawsuit filed by a pro se plaintiff who was 
unsuccessful in a prior lawsuit that was also filed pro se against several federal agencies and my 
client, Metropolitan Life Insurance Company.  The plaintiff sought life insurance benefits as a 
beneficiary under the Federal Employees Group Life Insurance Program, which is administered 
by Metropolitan Life.  In the first lawsuit, the district court granted summary judgment in favor 
of the federal defendants and Metropolitan Life.  The plaintiff appealed, and the Sixth Circuit 
affirmed the dismissal.  The plaintiff unsuccessfully attempted to reopen the first lawsuit. 

The plaintiff then filed a second lawsuit alleging conspiracy claims arising out of the first lawsuit 
under the Racketeering Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act.  Numerous defendants were 
named including the U.S. district judge from the first lawsuit, a U.S. Congressman, multiple 
federal government officials, the U.S. Attorney for the Western District of Tennessee, several 
U.S. assistant attorneys, Metropolitan Life, and one of my associates and me as counsel for 
Metropolitan Life.  Summonses were never issued or served. 

The plaintiff sought recusal of the district judge and the magistrate judge in the second lawsuit, 
which were denied.  The magistrate judge then issued a Report and Recommendation for 
dismissal of the complaint as a frivolous lawsuit.  The district court affirmed the dismissal, 
which the plaintiff appealed.  The Sixth Circuit also affirmed the dismissal.  The plaintiff filed a 
petition for certiorari before the U.S. Supreme Court, which was denied.  The plaintiff filed a 
petition for rehearing before the U.S. Supreme Court, which currently is pending. 

Patricia Head Moskal, et al. v. Ivy Yolanda Jeffries, et al., Davidson County, Tennessee, Circuit 
Court Case No. 90C3044.  I was a co-plaintiff in this lawsuit arising out of an automobile 
collision in which my car was struck by the defendant’s car, I was injured, and my car was 
totaled.  I was awarded damages after a jury trial. 

In re Adoption, Davidson County, Tennessee, Circuit Court.  I was the co-petitioner in a state 
court proceeding granting my son’s adoption.  The records were placed under seal and are 
confidential in accordance with Tenn. Code Ann. § 36-1-126. 
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23. List all organizations other than professional associations to which you have belonged 
within the last five (5) years, including civic, charitable, religious, educational, social and 
fraternal organizations.  Give the titles and dates of any offices which you have held in 
such organizations. 

University of Tennessee Alumni Association, Member 

Indiana University Alumni Association, Member 

Belle Meade United Methodist Church, Member 

Tennessee Supreme Court Historical Society, Member 

American Constitution Society, Member 

The Perfect 36 Society (Tennessee Woman Suffrage Monument), Member 

24. Have you ever belonged to any organization, association, club or society which limits its 
membership to those of any particular race, religion, or gender?  Do not include in your 
answer those organizations specifically formed for a religious purpose, such as churches 
or synagogues. 

a. If so, list such organizations and describe the basis of the membership 
limitation. 

b. If it is not your intention to resign from such organization(s) and withdraw 
from any participation in their activities should you be nominated and selected 
for the position for which you are applying, state your reasons. 

No 

 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

25. List all bar associations and professional societies of which you have been a member 
within the last ten years, including dates.  Give the titles and dates of any offices which 
you have held in such groups.  List memberships and responsibilities on any committee 
of professional associations which you consider significant. 

Bar Associations and Professional Societies: 
Nashville Bar Foundation Board of Trustees (2014-present),  

Nashville Bar Foundation Leadership Forum Steering Committee Member (2015-2016) 

Nashville Bar Association, First Vice President (2013), Board Member (2011-2013), Member 
(present) 

Lawyers’ Association for Women, Marion Griffin Chapter, President (2007-2008), Treasurer 
(2004-2006), Board Member (2004-2008), Member (present) 
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Tennessee Lawyers Association for Women, Board Member (2007-2009), Member (present) 

Tennessee Bar Association, Appellate Practice Section, Executive Council Delegate, Member 
(present) 

American Bar Association, Member (present) 

Harry Phillips American Inn of Court, Past Member (1994-1996) 

Other Significant Professional Appointments and Service: 
Tennessee Business Court Docket Advisory Commission, Current Chair and Member (2015-
present) 

Character and Fitness Interviewer, Tennessee Board of Law Examiners (2014-present) 

Tennessee Judicial Council, Member (2009-2010) 

Tennessee Board of Professional Responsibility, Hearing Committee Member (1997-2006) 

Civil Justice Reform Act Advisory Group Member, United States District Court, Middle District 
of Tennessee (1995-1996) 

Alumni Advisory Council Member, University of Tennessee College of Law (1991-1993) 

26. List honors, prizes, awards or other forms of recognition which you have received since 
your graduation from law school which are directly related to professional 
accomplishments. 

2018 Recipient of the Judge Martha Craig Daughtrey Award, Lawyers’ Association for Women, 
Marion Griffin Chapter, Nashville, Tennessee 

“Top 250 Women in Litigation in America,” Benchmark Litigation® (2012-2018) 

“Litigation Star” (Tennessee), Benchmark Litigation® (2013-2018) 

“Appellate Star” (Tennessee), Benchmark Appellate® 

“Lawyer of the Year, Appellate Practice, Nashville” (2017), Best Lawyers in America® 

Listed in Best Lawyers in America® for Appellate Practice, Commercial Litigation, Tax 
Controversy, and Insurance Law 

“Top 50 Women Lawyers,” Mid-South Super Lawyers (2014-2016) 

“Top 50 Nashville Lawyers,” Mid-South Super Lawyers (2015-2016) 

“Top 100 Tennessee Super Lawyers,” Super Lawyers (2014-2015) 

“Appellate Practice,” Mid-South Super Lawyers (2013-2017) 

Bar Register of Preeminent Women Lawyers, Martindale-Hubbell® 

AV Preeminent Peer Review Rated (5.0/5.0), Martindale-Hubbell® 

“Best of the Bar,” Nashville Business Journal 
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Finalist, “Women of Influence Award, Trailblazer Category,” Nashville Business Journal (2013) 

Fellow, American Bar Foundation (Class of 2016) 

Fellow, Litigation Counsel of AmericaTM (Class of 2013) 

Fellow, Tennessee Bar Foundation (Class of 2012) 

Fellow, Nashville Bar Foundation (Class of 1998) 

27. List any public office you have held or for which you have been candidate or applicant.  
Include the date, the position, and whether the position was elective or appointive. 

I have not held any public office.  I previously applied for the appointed position of United States 
Magistrate Judge for the Middle District of Tennessee in 1994. 

 

ESSAYS/PERSONAL STATEMENTS 

28. What are your reasons for seeking this position? (150 words or less) 

For a long time, I have aspired to one day enter public service and have the opportunity to serve 
as a judge and give back to our community.  Nashville has been my home for thirty-three years 
where I continuously have practiced law in a wide variety of civil litigation matters.  My practice 
has allowed me to develop my trial skills, expand my legal knowledge, hone my analytical 
abilities, and pursue my love of learning.  My practice, coupled with my experience in leadership 
roles within the legal community, have prepared me well to undertake the new challenge of 
service as a Chancellor.  I am passionate about the law and believe our judicial system is well-
served when we have knowledgeable and experienced jurists on the bench who manage their 
dockets efficiently and effectively and decide cases fairly and impartially.  I believe I can help 
promote these goals by bringing to the bench my experience, judgment, fair-mindedness, 
integrity, and work ethic. 

29. Describe the judgeship you seek (i.e. geographic area, types of cases, number of judges, 
etc. and explain how your selection would impact the court.  (150 words or less) 

I seek the position of Chancellor, Part I, of the Chancery Court for Davidson County, Tennessee, 
20th Judicial District.  In Davidson County, four Chancellors conduct bench and jury trials and 
hear motions in a wide variety of civil cases, including all types of business and commercial 
cases, contract disputes, applications for injunctive relief, declaratory judgment actions, state tax 
controversies, administrative appeals, and other civil cases. 

I believe that the breadth of my professional experience, even temperament, and strong work 
ethic are personal qualities that will serve me well as a trial court judge and will have a positive 
impact on the Court.  The majority of my cases over the years have been in Chancery Courts 
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across the state, and I am thoroughly familiar with the trial court process.  I believe the overall 
diversity of my practice, including in-depth experience with complex commercial cases, will be 
of particular benefit to the court. 

30. Will you uphold the law even if you disagree with the substance of the law (e.g., statute 
or rule) at issue?  Give an example from your experience as a licensed attorney that 
supports your response to this question.  (250 words or less) 

Yes, I will uphold the law regardless of my personal beliefs.  An example from my experience as 
a licensed attorney was my representation of a death row inmate.  It was necessary for me to set 
aside my personal and moral beliefs about the death penalty and the guilt or innocence of my 
client.  My legal role as an advocate was to assist with my client’s representation to the best of 
my abilities before multiple courts and vigorously pursue all available legal remedies.  As a 
judge, I will be fully capable of deciding each case based on the law and the facts presented 
without regard to my personal beliefs.   

 
REFERENCES 

31. List five (5) persons, and their current positions and contact information, who would 
recommend you for the judicial position for which you are applying.  Please list at least 
two persons who are not lawyers.  Please note that the Commission or someone on its 
behalf may contact these persons regarding your application. 

A.  Lela M. Hollabaugh, Office Managing Partner, Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP, 1600 
Division Street, Suite 700, Nashville, TN  37203,  

B.  Scott D. Carey, Attorney and Shareholder, Baker Donelson, Baker Donelson Center, Suite 
800, 211 Commerce Street, Nashville, TN  37201,  

C.  John R. Tarpley, Attorney and Shareholder, Lewis Thomason, 424 Church Street, Suite 2500, 
Nashville, TN  37219,   

D.  Kenneth H. King, Jr., retired public high school teacher (and former attorney, inactive),  
, Nashville, TN 37205,  

E.  Rev. Daniel H. Taylor, Jr., Pastor, Kern Memorial United Methodist Church, Oak Ridge, TN 
 

 








