e Women’s History & Milestones
in Tennessee Courts

Justice Janice Holder is

n F_— y £ - in as the Tennessee Supre

= Court’s first femalechief

Judge Ana Escobar
becomes the first Hispanic
judge elected to the
general sessions bench in
Nashville.

i - Judge Holly Kirby
B 1 4 . — becomes the first woman
8 ot Judge Mthha Craigﬁugﬂn‘_i becomes the first' to serve on the Court of . -
* 4 femalejudgeonac _'...b_f record in the state when she Appeals.She will become 5 il '

e
is appointed to the Court of C;imina_l A-;peals. She will
serve on the Court for the next 15 years.

Judge Julia Smith Gibbons becomes

## - the statels first woman trial court judge
T " r . when she is appointed as circuit judge
o

in the 15th Judicial CGircuit. She wins
B

Justice Holly Kirby in
2014 when she appointed
to the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court issues Rule 50, creating the
| Access to Justice Commission, a body dedicated to
expanding access to civil legal services for those in
need. Nashville attorney Margaret Behm is selected
as the first chair of the 10-person commission. The

Access to Justice Commission has helped countless
Tennessean through its encouragement of pro bono,
its sponsorship of innumerable legal clinics, and its
. support of innovative programs and efforts to level
- iy

The Tennessee Supreme Court
denies Marion Scudder Griffin's
admission to the bar because she

is a woman, even though she had
passed the bar exam and had been
certified by two local judges. The
Court denies her admission again in

election to that seat in 1982, but leaves
| the circu}t court bench in 1983 when

- 'T' —u h & i President Ronald Reagan appcint's her to
DAt b i

the legal playing field for the disadvantaged.

d States District Court for the

J Western District of Tennessee. In 2002,
President George W./Bush appoints her to

1901. She subsequently lobbies for ~ tlr}e Uni.te d States Court of Appeals for the :E:e |

a bill allowing women to become ™ b Sixth Cir¢uit.

T the decision of wha -
lawyers. The Tennessee legislature g - r 1 " u " n e _—
passes such a bill in 1907, and Griffin : “ j embtyos. “Ordinarily, the party wishing to

'.ll-..

; . id i 1d prevail, in;

is thereafter admitted to the bar and S PR Ocrianspuc preyall, assEEy
became the state’s first practicing
woman attorney.

Lutie Lytle becomes the first

woman and first black female to
graduate from law school and be

Camille Kelley becomes the first woman
judge in the state when she is appointed
judge of the Shelby County Family Court.
~ After she steps down in 1950, Judge Kelley
s, 1simplicated in a long-running black
market adoption scheme.
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Chancellor Sharon Bell becomes the

that the other party has a reasonable

IS .
. first woman chancellor in Tennessee possibility of achievihg parenthood by

¥
(A history when she wins election to . means other than use of the preembryos in
Part I1I of thla 6th ]udici_al District question,,” the Court writes. i
Chgncery Court.® @7} K 7 | ‘
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admitted to the bar in Tennessee. - A f-' =

Her efforts to join the bar are i S = " "

rebuffed by several courts, but . —— ) !

she is admitted to the bar by a - = Is?ai:;tgxofelfﬁgvx{:rg.

sympathetic judge in Memphis, ral / 0 rerr.1e CZurt

after the administration of an oral 1 tﬁ N i1

bar exam. The news was reported . J T Ol Ve i
Py school board could not |

in papers around the country and
as far away as England. Shortly
after, she moves from Tennessee.

fire a woman for getting
married.
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