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In Fields v. State, the Supreme Court

of Error and Appeals holds a white
man can be charged with manslaughter
for killing a slave. Justiceé Jacob Peck,

a slave owner himself, wirote in a
concurring opinion that & slave was a
“reasonable creature” and that “the law
which says thou shalt not kill, protects
the slave.” He continued} “Law, reason,
Christianity and common humanity,

all point out one way.” The practical
effect of this decision in the courts has
been debated because slaves were still
not allowed to testify against white
defendants.

The Supreme Court of Error ang Appeals
rules in Bob, a Slaye v. State that a slave owner
can appeal the contviction of hisfslave in one

of the state’s slavelcourts to a higher court.
The state’s slave cpurts had beef set up to try
any serious offenses allegedly perpetrated by
slaves. While some have argued that this case
really just helped §lave owners protect their
own economic intgrests by making it more
difficult for one off their slaves td be executed,
others have maintained that Bob, a Slave v.
State in fact greatly expanded legal protections
to slaves. Slave courts would not be abolished
until 1854.
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dissent, alleging that the
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