
 

Supreme Court 
State of Tennessee 

 
CHIEF JUSTICE 

JEFFREY S. BIVINS 
 

JUSTICES 
CORNELIA A. CLARK 

SHARON G. LEE 
HOLLY KIRBY 

ROGER A. PAGE 
 

401 SEVENTH AVENUE NORTH 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

37219 
 

 
 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 
TO:  Judge Jill Ayers, presiding judge 19th judicial district 
 
DATE:  April 29, 2020 
 
RE: 19th Judicial District Comprehensive Plan Regarding Limited In-Person 

Proceedings Pursuant to Supreme Court Order Entered April 24, 2020 
 
 
On April 27, 2020, the Tennessee Supreme Court received the 19th Judicial District Comprehensive Plan 
Regarding Limited In-Person Proceedings Pursuant to Supreme Court Order Entered April 24, 2020. This 
plan is detailed and comprehensive. The plan is approved with the following conditions:  
 
(1) Courthouse screening procedures apply to court staff as well as guests, and court staff is encouraged 
to use PPE the same as guests. 
 
(2) The plan should provide that it will be supplemented and submitted for approval when Municipal 
Courts plan to begin reopening after May 31, 2020. 
 
(3) For Robertson County General Sessions Court, Part B, Number 5 states, in part, "Announcements and 
settlements may be conducted by video conferencing upon request of the attorney." The judge can and 
should initiate, and indeed require, many of the announcements and settlements to be done by video 
conferencing. It should not be at the choice of the attorney.  
 
(4) Please reduce the maximum number of people allowed in any courtroom to 10, plus court staff. 
 
 



IN THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT FOR THE STATE OF TENNESSEE 

MONTGOMERY and ROBERTSON COUNTIES, TENNESSEE 

19TH Judicial District Comprehensive Plan Regarding Limited In-Person Proceedings 
Pursuant to Supreme ourt Order Entered April 24, 2020 

Part A: General Procedures applicable to all courts 

1. A determination of the capacity of each courtroom in the district shall be made based
on seating individuals on alternate rows, six (6) feet apart, and spaces shall be marked
for the public. Court officers and Judges will be responsible for ensuring social
distancing in the courtrooms.

2. Currently the courthouse in each county in the 19th Judicial District is set up with
COVID screening procedures in place for any person to enter the building. Such
process shall continue with regard to any parties entering the buildings for hearings
under this limited procedures. Additionally, the courtrooms will be sanitized
periodically during the day based upon use. Hand sanitizer will also be available in the
Courtrooms. The wearing of masks will be encouraged, but not required.

3. Courtroom admission for cases on the docket ( excluding bench trials and matters
requiring witness testimony) shall be limited to the parties (under the social distancing
guidelines set forth above) attorneys, defendants and authorized court personnel.
Victims may be present in the courtroom but may be restricted to one support person.

4. Bench trials, and other matters requiring witness testimony, shall be conducted
consistent with social distancing requirements. Witnesses will be required to wait
outside the courtroom, and if required by county restrictions, outside of the courthouse
but as close as possible, depending on space available in each building.

5. In an effort to minimize the number of people entering the courthouses, Judges and
staff will coordinate calendars to avoid large dockets in multiple courtrooms on the
same floor of the courthouse on the same day.

6. Courtroom admission requirements shall not be applied in a manner to preclude counsel
from being present during a client's appearance, or to preclude media coverage of any
proceeding consistent with Rule 30 of the Rules of the Supreme Court.

Part B: Criminal Court Dockets 

1. As some attorneys and parties may be high risk for COVID, Judges will continue to
utilize technology for video arraignments and remote hearings for incarcerated
defendants, and for remote settlements upon agreement of the parties.
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