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R : APPROVAL: €30
: - DATE:
TEMNESSEE BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTED: 03/12/92 RECEIVED: 03/23/92 TRANSCRIBEDE 03,/23/92

TO: ) TBI File S5A-E13
FROM« g4 David Davenpork
SUBJECT+ Preliminary Investigative Report

REFEREHCE: Homicide -~ 1st Degrease, 2nd Degree
’ (8)\\JaNES DELLINGER

- WA, DOB: o .

(5) Vanry WaYNE strTon

&m, DOB:
(v oMY MAYFORD .GRIFEIN
] /M, DOBR:
X ¢vyIDCONNIE BRANAHM
W/E, DOB:

This investigative report was {)redica(:ed upon an oral request by
the Honorable Al Schmutzer Jr., DAG, Fourth Judicial Cireuit.

Proliminary investigation revealed that eon 02/28/%2, = badly

* burned body, later identified as CONNIE BRANAM was located in
the Clear Fork section of Wear's Valley in Sevier County. The
bedy wae in a burned automobile,

‘on 02/23/92, a crime scena pearch was conducted by Dy, Bill
Bass, State Fire Marshall CGary Clabe, and members of the Sevier
County Sheriff's Department. A spent .303 yifle cartridge was
one of the items dlscovered in the vehicle. :

T .
o Further investigation revealed that (V) BRANAN was last seen on
02/22/92, when she had left her residence te search for her
brother who was missing. The body ¢f her brother, ({V) TOMTY
CRIFFIN, was discovered on 02/24/92, near Walland, Tennessee, in
Blount County, next to Little River. Cause of death of (V)
CRIFFIN was debtermined to ke from a 12 gauge shotgun wound to
the back of the head. 'Two spent shotgun shell casings Were
found at the scene by Blount County Detectives.

{8) DELLINGER mnd BUTTON were with both victims when they were
last seen alive. A rifle, spent .303 cartridge and spent shot-
gun shells were recovered at (3) DELLINGER'S resmidence. This
weapon and shelle matched shells recovered, at beth scenes.

The investigative records of the Tennessee Bureau of Investiga-
tion are confidential by statute {TCA 10-7-504). Unlawful
disclosure of thiz information ig a misdemeanor (ICA 40-32-101

and TCA 39-11-134). M H’iﬁ"q‘:ﬁ /D)
Pags 1 File: 5A-513 Vol.r 1 Serial: 2

2 . ‘ ‘ : 2400176
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Oon 03/05/92, a Sevier County Grand Juty returned indictments
against {§) DELLINGER and (8) SUTION for lst Degree turder,
Aggravated Arson and Arson.

Subjects were arrested 03/05/82, and are currently being held
without bond in the Seviex County Jail.

Lay Enforcement Agencies involved in this investigation are as
follows: .

Blount Co. 5.D,

Sevier Ce. B.D,

gtate Fire Marsghall's Office - BA Gary Clabo

SA David Davenport - TBI .

BA David Griswold - IBI

Dr. William Bass - Forensic Anthropologist and TBI Consultant,

-,i_-D.P.s}rW
3 3 Ay g g p =y
%s,ﬁ%gé’;’m&a_gﬁ

DAG Filynn ¢ . ,

The investigative revords of the Tennessee Bureau of Imvestiga-
tion are confidentianl by statute (TCA 10-7-504). Unlawful

disclosure of this Ainformation is =& misdemesnor (TOA 40-32-101,

and TCA 39-11-114).
Page 2 ' Fila; SA-513 . VYol.s 1 Serial:

A00177
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APPROVAL
DATE: (2

TENNESSEE BUREAU OF INVESPIGATION ..

.

ot

§ g e
L}

REPORTEDs 03/12/92 RECEIVED: 03/23/92 TRANSCRIBEDRS /92
2/ 723/ E?'igtﬂwz\__,?fyv!_ .
. . " '\.,'.‘-'.E” ‘l
T0: | TBI §ile 5A-513 APR § 4 199 f
LAY VIR
FROMt 53 David Davenpork Dt :;? ' /
Ui el e, s
SUBJECT: Departmental Repoxt - Reports Exom e Mok "N X
Turner - Sevier Co. 5.D. et f
FEEERENCE: Homicide - let Dagree, 2nd Degree

{8) WTAMES ANDERSON DELLINGER
W, DOB:
(5) NGhRY WAYNE SUTTON-
/M, DOBs ...,
(v) Vrowitz AYEORD ORIFEIN
. R| 4 pOB: '
(v) CONNIE BRANAM
W/E, DOB:

.

on 03/04/92, Deteckive Mark Turner of the Sevier County Shexr—
1f£'s Department, furnishad me with coples of hig investigative
raports that he had compiled during the investigation of the °
homicide of (V) COBNIE BRANAM, and her brether, (V) TOuMY
GRIEFIN. Coples are attached and should be conaidered » part of
this serial. : '

DDt lxw

Attachment
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The investigative records oF the Tennessee Buresu of Investiga-
tion are confidential by statube {TCA 10-7-504). Unlawful
disglopure of this information is a misdemeanoX (TCA 40-32-101

snd ToR 39-1i-114). -
: - L mad N3Ga.)
Page 1 File: 5A-513 Yol.: 1 Serialt 14
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T APEROVAL:
DATE:

TENNESSEE BUREAU OF IHVEETIGATION

REPORTED: 03/12/92 RECEIVED: 03/23/92 TRANSCRIBED: 94/9.'5'/92_-

O TRY File SA-513 EEDEIVRE

FROM: " SA pavid Davenport . AR 14 ;99‘2

SUBJECT: Interview - Oral Jn\")mss CLEVE ‘GRIEFIN - -02/29/92
REEERENCE fHomicide ~ lst Degree, 2nd Degree ,

at

{5) ) JAIES ANDERSON DELLINGER
¥

’ 4 i
¢s) 4 EARY WAYNE BUTZON
WM, DOB:
(v) \\omtY MAYEORD ORIEFIN.
w/m, poBr T
(v) L COMNIE BRANAM
W/F, DOBt = -

JAMES CLEVE ORIFFIN was intarviewed at his residence. After
. proper i{dentification and explanation of the purpose for the
interview, he voluntarily provided the following {informakion:

. JAMES CRIFEIN is the brother of (V) CONNIE BRANAM and (V) TOMITY
GRIFEIN. BHe said he hadn't seen (V) CONMIE BRANAM for ‘two or
three days prior to her dipnppearsnce. He hadn't seen (V) TOMNY
in approximately a week prior to his death. JAMES GRIFEIN said,
(S) GARY SULTOR, ‘uged ko date his sigtec(TAMMY, He mpaid, two oF
fhree monthe age his brother{ BILLY got inko 2 fight with (5)
GARY SUTTON. (B) GARY SUTTON beat BILLY pretty bad. They had
“he f£ight at JAMES GRIFFIN'S bouse. BILLY topk some warrants
out for (8} SUTTON after tha fight. (V) TomMMY .GRIEFIN had a
gixl Eriend. Her name Lis{UROBIN RRANAM.  JAMES GRIEFIN said,
"She is ab the house right now." He sald ,"JAMES PEELINGER has
threatensd me on oecasions. I thipk that he is the one that
ghot my car ubp. He shot my gar up 2 couple of months &ago.
CONNIE teld me that &hey had been swimming whers TOMMY was
found, I think that JAMES DELLINGER and GARY SUTION were proba-
bly the two ' people that Killed my brother. tle used to be pretby
good friends with DELLINGER, byt not anymore since the trouble
started batween him and BILLY."

»

The inveatigative records of the Tennebsce Bureae of Investiga-
tion axe confidential by statute (TCA 10-7-504). Unlawful
dipclogura of thiz’ information i a misdemeanor {TCA 40-32-101

q TOA 39-11-114). .
nd 7 } mie H-iE42 L0
rage 1 Fila: 5A-513 . Vel.r 1 s“”‘i%ibogéﬁ
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From informatioﬁ‘a?d obeervation, the following descriptive data’
war notad: \ :

NAME: JAMES CLEVE GRIFEIN

RACE: fWhite
BEXs HMale .
DOB: . .
MDD 7" white School Road
) Sevierville, TH
PHONE: .
ENPL: Salf-Emploved - Stone Mason
) Fhone:
KISC: Brother to both vietinrs
Doz Lrw

T ek

2L FHLG]

200547

The investlgative records of the Tennessese Bureau of Investiga—
Yfon are confidentisl by atatute (TCA 10-7-504). Unlawful
disclosure of this iInformation iz a misdemeancw (TCA £0-32-101

-and TCA 39-11-114).

Fage 2 File: 54513 Vol.: 1 Serlal: 25

.
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REPORTED: 03/12/92 RECEIVED:

© EROM:

SUBJECT:

REFERENCE:

. ¥

on 03/03/92, DEVON MAYS,

TBI Fila 5A-513

ga pavid Davenport

Document - Interview o

01/23/92 TRANSCRIBED:

‘ ABPRDVhD:;@
DATE: __!4_[

TENNESSEE BUREAUY OF INVESTIGATION

Sevier Codnty 5.D.

ﬁoﬁ%L de - 1st Degree, 2nd Degree
(s ANES ANDERSON DELLINGER

S/, D
jS)<¥k§g;£
yJi/H
(V) Urd
W/, DOB:

OB: L
HEYNE SUTTON

, DOB: ...,
MMY MAYEORD GRIEFIN

r . .

(v) { FONNIE BRANAM

/¥, DDB:

Department, furnished me with

statement was
County S.D. A

* "gerial.
Do lew
attachment .
SRy

given to Chief M
copy is attached

Jailar at the

ésgﬂvon MAYS o1-03/03/92 -

savier County Sheriff's

a copy ©of nis statemsnt. The
ichael VonCaennon, of the Sevier
and is eongidered a part of this

The invesztigative reuords of th

e Tennassgae Bureal of I

¥ion are confidential by atatuke (TCA 10-7-504).
disclosure of this informetion is a misdemeanor {TCA 40-32-101
apd TCA 39-11-114). '

Page 1

v
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L ¢
REPORTED: 03/12/82 RECEIVED: 03/23/92 IRANSCRISED: D47HAFEEY

TO:
FROMe

SUBJECT!

REFERENCE:

on 03/13/92,

JENNESSEE BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

TBY Pile B5A-B13 .

gA bavid Davenpert

Document ~ Interview of\GAME GRIFFIN on O

~ Saevier Ce, 5.D .

APPROVAL:
DATE: -

o APR 141990
. ‘r,s::.:,:‘;.;;_nzrhﬂi JR.
R R L

oz

Homicide -~ 1lst Degree, 2nd Degree
(8} AMES ANDERSON DELLINGER .

"yi/M, DOB:
() LGARY WAYNE SUTTON

/M, DOB:
(V)xihﬁmmv MAYFORD GRIFFIN
H,

(v L LONNIE BRANAM

Chiaf Michael \}onCannon, o

j£f's Department, furnished me with a

atatement as
. abtached and

DD 1w

Attachment

given to Chief YonCannon

£ the Sevier County Sher-
copy ©of TAMNY GRIFFIN'S
on 03,06/92. A copy¥ is

is considered a part of this merial.

e 3
cc? DAGTESHRTEE au]
. hﬁ}\g‘i‘é};gmnn@ .

A00578

.

The investid
tion are C
disclosure o
end TCA 39-1

Page 1 -

*

ative records of the Tennegsea Bureaw o Inyentiga~
onfldentiasl by ghtatube (TcA 10-7-504). Unlawful
£ ‘this information lg & mlsdemeanor {TCA 40-32-3101

1-114}.
File: 5A-513
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AT
REPORTED: 03/12/92 RECEIVED: 03/23/92 TRANSCR BED=ﬁ9§/01/92 I

TENNESSEE BUREAU OF IWVESTIGATION

. s kot RY Vs N
701 TBI File BA-513 ‘ '--—‘—._._f'__/

FROM: . £A David bavenport . .

SUBJECT: . Crime Scene Iavestigation - Little River, Near
Walland, Tennessee

REFERERCE: Homigide - 1et Degree, 2nd Degree
(5) VAUES ANDERSON DELLINGER
WM, DDB: _
(2 'DGARY WAYNE SUTTON
. WM, DOBr .
(v) Doy MAYFORD GRIEFIN
H/M, DOB:
, (v) DCONNIE BRANAM
Wi/E, DOB:

.

on 0z/24/92, (V) Toumy GRIFFIN'S body was located in the Walland
pection, nedr Litkle River, 4n Blount County. Death was dater-
mined to have been from =& 12 gaunge sheotgun wound to the back of
the head. Blount County Detectives recovered two 12 gauga shot-
gun shells at the orime sceps, also a beer can and some other
items of evidence, There was also a 12 gauge wadding and .00
puckshot pellets recovered from the body. TBI was not contacted
to asmist in the crime scebe, , These items were taken by the
detectives from the Blount County S.D. and submitted to the TRI

Crime Lab.

Photographs of the scene were taken by Det. Widner and Det.
Sourley of the Blount County S.D. An autopsy was done at the
request of the Blount County S.D.

LD lrw

§ T SRR T

1 ,’1:3"“ R Yl VA e g ey
cot IDAG Benh LT

DAG Flynn

.

The investigative records of the Tennassee Buread of Investiga-
tionm are confidential by statute {TCA 10-7-504). Untawful
digclomire of this informatlen is a mipdemesnor (TCA 40-32-101
~gnd TOA 39-13-104), .. ...

File: SA-513 Vol.: 1 Serlial:

Page 1
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: APPROVAL:
o DATE: '

Pt

g

ey o
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(R

TENNESSEER BUREAU OF INVESTIGATLON

REPORTED: 03/12/92 RECEIVED: 03/23/92 TRANSCRIBED: 04/9%/P% ey

T0: . ¥BI File 5A-513
JEROM: Sk David.pavenport
SUBJECT Y Crime Scene Investigation - Clear Foxk Section of
A Wears Valley, Hear Happy Hollow
REFERENCE:  Homigide - 1gt Degres, 2nd Degree
T £ GUAMES ANDERSON DELLINGER
H/MJ DOB: . .
{S) JUARY WATNE SUTTON
L W/M, DOB: ., .-,
{7) ‘ MY MAYFORD GRIFEIN
2 /H; DOB:
. (v) L UONNIE BRANAM .
W/E; DOB:

on 02/28/92, "2 badly burnad automobile, "= 1970, Dodge Dart
Swinger, brawn in color, TH tag #ULT-105 was jocaked by JAMES
GORDON, who- was staying in = house pearby. GORDON had Been &
fire 4n the area on saturday, 02722792, at approximately B:30
£, and had heen curibus and drove up intoe the aren und discov-
ered the burned car. The descripticn of the car matched the
description of the vehicle which was owned by (V) CONNIB BRANAN.
MRS, BRANAM was 1ast Been driving the wvehicle on gaturday,
0R/22/9%.

Inside the vehicla in the front passenger gide of the vehicle,
sppeared to be & badly burned body with very few remains { some
intastines remaining). What appearad to be the head was in the
steering wheel area . The pelvis wae in the middle of the gent
and the remnantg of the legs were in tha passengel sant,

The crime scene Was sacured by members of the Sevier County 5.D.
on 02/28/92. Dr. William Bass, Forensic Anthropologist from the
University of Tennesges, Was gontacted and agreed o cone to the
gcene on Baturday, 02/29/92. (Bee Forensic Report by Dr. Basgs,
serial ##6.}

on 02/29/92, this Agent, along with gevier County Sheriff Don
Ogle, Chief Deputy Mike VenCannon, State Fire WMarshal Gary
Clabo, Pr. Bill Bass, Hurray Marks, Erom the Forensic Anthropal-
ogy Dept. at U.T., and Sevier County petectives, went back to
the scene. Savier County PDetectives present at the scens waere

The investigative records of the Tennessos Bureau of Investiga-
tion Are confidential by statute (TCh 10-7-504) . Unlawful
digolopure of this information is a migdemennox {ICA 40-32-101

and TCA 39-11-114}). mid H-13-Ga ._O,u-)

Page L Filer 5A-~513 Vol.: 1 Bexial:

Attachment.l

P. 30




P

P

.

Captain McMann, bet. Harman, bet. Huskey, Det. Turner, and, Det.
Mcllarter. Co .

While the sccene WaB bheing proc:esaed pet. Jim Widner, of *the
Blount County S.D. arcived. '
The interfer of the vehicle was examined by Pr. Bass, Hurray
Marks and Arson Investigator Gary Clabo. Inside the car they
discovered a fired 303 British In-field caszlng. whei the shell
wag discovered Det. Widner said that Biount County authorities

‘had taken & 303 rifle when they had cerved & search warrant a®

tha JAMEY DELLINGER regidence on 02/28/92. A complete search of
the area Was made ‘by members of thé Bevier County 8.D. The
vehicle was removed by Mouse's Wreckex Service and towed o
Sevierville. -

Fire Marshal Clabo ruled that the car fire wap ADSOn. The tre-
mains wvere removed by Dr. pags ‘to the Forenslc Anthropolegy
facility at the University of Tennessee.

on’ Monday, 03,/02/92, dental records Wera located by, Chief
VonCannon of the Sevier County S.D. They were transpoxted by
gavier County Det. pornnie Huskey to DPr. Bagss' office. As B
Tesult of comparing the dental records with the remains found in
the car, %£he body was positively {dentified A= peing {V) CONNIE
BRENAM. Also, Dx. Bass informed this Agent and Sevier Co. Sher-
iff Don Ogle that thers appeared te be = gunshot wound to the
1pft ghouldex ares pf the victim.

The crime scene Was vidao taped and photographed by Sevier Co.
g.p. as well as Uary Clgbo with the Btate Five Marshal's Office,
and photographs yere taken by Dr. BaBS.

DD lry
&5 R Ry
cc :‘iﬁvﬁbﬁ}ﬁggﬁnﬁ?ﬁeﬁ
DAG FIyhn

The inventigatlve records of the Tepnesses Buraau of Investlga-
tion nare confidential by stetute {TGI\-lD-?-S{}é). UrLawEul
disclosure of thls information 18 a miademennor {ICA £0-32-101
and TCA 39-11-114). )

Page 2 : File: 5A~513 . yol.: 1 serialt
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ADPROVAL: @
. DATE X

P
s
XTI
-

: et e
. peimssee BurERy oF nwestroarioh TS e ETVE
Algpg

RTBED; ,04/01/92
., .

NEPORTED: 03/12/92 RECEIVED: 03/23/92 TRANS

b .8
NI A TR
TO: Tl File B5A-513 : m“_ﬁkﬁ;lh/
EROM: §h Pavid }_)avenpori}-
SUBJECT: ' Recsvery of Evidence - Shells and Related Items -
T FROM: {(5) DELLINGER
REFEmmcﬁticm " momicide -~ 1st Degree, 2nd Degree
{5) \UAUES ANDERSON DELLINGER

W/M; DOB: . . .
(). DCARY WAYNE SUTTON

W/M, DOBt o
(V)Ebromuw MAYFORD GRIFFIN
{/H, DOB: '
: (V}éﬂcpNﬂ:E BRANAN
H/E'; noB:

.

on 02/28/52, a search warrant vas sexved on '(8) JAMES DELLINGER
for = 1983 .Dodge pickup truck, VIN #1B7FD14MED5496466, white in
color, vhich was owned by (5) DELLINGER. .& copy of the search

warrant lg attached..

Items sejzed from the vehlcle were photographed and are in the
custody of Captmin Larry McMehan, of the Sevier County S.D.
Appropriate items will be sent to the TBI Crime Lab.

on 02/28/92, Blount County Detectives gerved a search waryant on
the residence of (8) JAMES DELLINGER, located in the Gibson
Hollow arsa of Savier County. Ae & rasult of thie' search, fired
i2 gauge shetgun shells were cecovered and alse a .303 rifle.
These iteme remain in the custedy of plount County 5.D. A copy
of their warrant ls attached.

A1l items of evidence recovered frow the search warranks wete
transported to the TBI Orims Lab on 03/02/92, by the Blount
County Evidence Technician and Capt. Larry Turnar.

On 03/04/92, aftex obtaining a consent to search from {5) JAMES
DELLINGER, members of the Sevier county 8.,D. went to (8}
DELLINGER'S residence again mmd there jocnted 8 spent .303 car-
tridge, similar to the one Found in the burned automobile under
¢he body of (V) COMNIE BRANAM. This shell was transported to
the TBI Crime Lab by CUapt. MclMahsn, as yell as several other

_fired cartridged which were recovered by Shoriff Ogle in the

The investigrtive records of The Termesses Bureau of Investigs-
tion are_ confidential by _statdte (TCA 10-7-504),  Unlawful

disclgaute of this informatlion 1s a misdemeanor (TCA 40-32-101
and TOA 39-11-114}.

Page 1 Files 5n-513 Vol.: 1 Serial:

4100 323

mid K36 Lud
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Wesrs Valley section of Blount County. these were identified as
being shot from the same rifle owned by (S) JAMES DELLINGER.
A1) these shalls were transported to the Tennessee Crime Lab and
compared to earlier evidence that was submitted,

ALl .303 shells, as well as the ,303 rifle owned by {8)
DELLINGER matched with the one that was found in the burned
vehlcle of (V} CONKIE BRANAM. . .

+

ph: 1oy

Attachment
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The investigativa records of the ‘fennegses Buresl of lnvestiga-
tion sre confidential by statute (ICA 10-7-504). Unlawfnul
discloguxe of this informatlon is m misdemeandr (TCch 40-32-10)
* and TCA 39-11~114}.
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RePROVAL:_ k%
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I ca g™
TENNEESEE BUREAU oi Lx-gv;-:srfcm’:nﬁq‘ i

WP

: 5 @cawmz
REPORTED: 03/12/92 RECEIVED: 03/23/ TRANSCRIBED 03/23/92

L . 1

01 - wpy File B5A-513 ;._
FROMY sh pavid Davenport o )
BUBJECT : Summation of Inveatiqation
REEERENCE: .° Hom:"t(zl: de; -~ lgt Degree, 2nd Degree ‘
(S} AMES AHDERSON DELLINGER

W/M, DOB:

() DghRY wAYNE SUTTON
W/K, DOB1 .
(V)DTOMHY MAYFORD GRIEFIN
¢W/M, DOBE -, - .

(V) \LEONRIE BRANAM
Hf'Ep D"°B= o

“phis investigation was predicated upon Aan oral regquest by the

Hon. DAG Al Schmubzer, Jr., Fourth Judicial Circuit. Prelimi-
nary investigation revealed that on 0z2/22/92, (V) CONNIE BRANAW
hed left her residence, locaked at 2348 Bluff Heighte Road,
Sevierville, Tennessee, 4o search for her brother, (V) TOMMY
GRIFFIN, who had nok been seen since he had been released on
hail, 02/21/92, fxom the Blount Ceo. Jail, {V) GRIFFIN had been
put in jall for public drupkness by the Alcoa Police Dept. 'When
(V) GRIFFIN was iast seen yetting out of jui) he was in the
company of {(8) JAMES DELLINGER and (8) GARY SUTTON. (S} JAMES
DELLINGER pobsted (V) TOMMY GRIFFIN'S bond.

on Monday, 02/24/9Z, the pody of (V) TONMMY GRIFFIN wag found
near Walland, Tennessea, in Blount County, near Little River.
The cause of death was determined to hava been & shotgun wound
to the back of the head. Two spent shotgun shells were found by
Blount County authqrities during their crime scene search.

on Friday, 02/28/92, the body of (V) CONNIE BRANAM was found
burned in her vebhicle, a 1970 Podge Swinger, brown in colox, TN
Licenze VLT-105. The vehicle was found in the Clear Fork seo-

tion of HmPPY Hellow in Sevier County.

On D2/29/92, the vehicle was processed fox possibla evidence by
Giata Fire Marshal Gary Clabo, Forensic Anthropolegist Dr. Bill
Bags, Anthropologist Murray Maxks, Sevier County 5.D., and this
Agent. During the gearch of the victim's vehicle, in tThe pas-

The investigative records of tha Tennesses Bureau of Investiga-
tion are confidentlal by statute {TCA 10-7-504]). Unlawful
disclopure of this information iz = migdemennor (TCA 40-32-101

and TCA 35-11-114). mie H-13-a2
; 13-

Page 1 File: 5A-513 . Vel.: 3 Serialt 37
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senger’es side on the Ileor board, a spent ,303 rifle cartridge
was found.

puring his examination of the victim, Dr. Bass determined she
had been shot in the area of the left shouldek. Dr. Bass' opin-
jon is the wound lead fragments are congistent with the rifle
and not a shotgun. , . .
Oh Friday, 02/21/92, Det. Jim Widner, of the Blount Co. S.D..
executed a search warcant on the zesldence of (S) JAMES
DELLINGER in Sevier County. As-a part of that search a .303
rifle was seized by Det, Widner,

on 03/03,92, (B) JANMES PELLINGER gave a written and verbal con-

sent to Sevier Co. Deputies te again search his premises., -As .

part of this search one epent 303 rifie cartridge was located
at the residence by Det. Jeff McCarter. Inveskigation by Sher-
iff Don Ogle, Sevier Co. Detectives, and this Bhgent, ascertained
the followling: *

{8} JAMES DELLINGER owned = .303 rifle and had ghot it in
gSevier and Blount County. .

on " Gatuxday, 02/22/62, {8) JaMEE PELLINGER and (S) GARY
SUTTOR were identified mesting (V} CONNIE HRANAM at the
Towngend Shopping Center- in Towunsend, Tennessee, bYA ERRY
SULLIVAN. SULLIVAN owns the Towngend Shopping Centel,
vhig was at approximatély 2:00 PHM. {V) CONNIE BRANAM laft
her vehicle parked at the Townsend shopping Center and vas
seen by JERRY SULLIVAN getting into & white Dodge pickup
truck with a btool hox on the back with two W/H, in the
truck.

(V) CORNIE BRANAM, (S) JAMES DELLINGER, and (S) GARY SUTTON
were identified by several customers =and employees of
.[}wwm's HIDEAWAY LOUNGE, which s located on Bighway 321,
“between Waryville, and Townsend, as being at the buxr. {5)
DELLINGER, -{8) SuTioN, and the victim were at the lounge
from approximstely 2:30 PM, to 7:00 PM, when they left.

At approximately 8:30 PM, 02/22/92 ,\'{.}mms GORDON saw a fire
where the victim's =automcbile and body wara discovered
(GORDUN discovered the body}.

At approximately 9:00 PH, oyzz/s::,dbom ERANAM (the wvig-
#4m's husband) saw a white Dodge Fickup t£ruck, he identl-
fied ap being (S) JAMES DELLINGER'S truck with two people
In it entering Gibson Hollow going towards (S) pDELLINGER'S
residence. .

Tha investigative records of the Tennasses Bureau of Investiga—
tion are confidential by statute (TCA 10-7-504}). Unlawful
disclesure of this information ls = misdemeanor {TCA 40-32-101
and TOA 39-11-114).
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(8) JAMES DELLINGER and (B) GARY SUTTON were interviewed by Det.
Widner and Gourley, from the Blount Co, S.D., first denled see-
ing (V) CONNIE BRANAM on 02/23/92, in a subseguent interview,
they asdmitted seeing (V) DBRANAY in Townsend, and being with bher
at the bar in Blount County, on 02/%2/92.

The rifle that was seized by Blount County authorities, mnd the
303 chell found by Jeff Mcetarter, was sent to the TR Crime
Lak. Firearms experts positively sdentified the shell belng
found in the victin's car as being fired from the .303 rifle
owned and seized at (5) JAMES PELLINGER'S residence, The spent
.303 cartridge that was Ffound by Jeff McCartex at (8) JAMES
DERLINGER'S residence was compared spent .303 cartridge, which
wag found in the vicgtin's vehicle. TBI axperte determined both
.303, ghells had been fired from the same'weapol. Subsequent
comparisons were made of shotgun shells which were found Bt §:3)
DELLINGER'S residence by Blount Co. Detectives, snd two shotgun
shells tha® were found at the rasidence were determined to match
the two shotgun shells that wers found at the Ecene waera (V)
TOMMY GRIEFIN was found murdered in Walland.

(V) CONNIE BRANAM and (V) TOMMY CRIFFIN are brother and: glster
and lived next door to each other.

It should alsc be noted that on the night (V) TOMMY CRIFFIN
disappearad from the Blount, County Jail, his trailer purned to
the ground. Stake Fire Marshal Gary Clabo determined that the
fire was arson. .

Subsequent interviews of the neighborhood indicatad that a white
pickup truck similar to the oné being driven by {5) DELLINGER
and (8} SUTION was seen in front of (V¥V} GRIFFIN'S trailer short-
Ly before the fire started and a W/K was seen running f£rom the
traller. The neighbor also watched the truck leave the {V)
CRIFFIN trailer and drive to tha (S} DELLINGER residence and
park in the driveway. .

(V) CONMIE BRANAM'S automoblle was burned.’ The body was burned
beyond recognition,” It was identified by Forensic Anthropolo-
gizt Dz, Bass and his Assistants £hrough dental x~rays which
were located at Dr. Pope's and Dr. Madizon's offlce, both in
gavierville, Tennessee, by Sevier Co, Det. Ponnie Huskey and
Chief Mike VonCannen. . N

on D3/05/%2, a specinl session of the Sevier Co. Grand Jury vas
called. As a result of the Crand Jury action (5} DELLINGER and
(8} SULTON vere indicted for lst Degree turder and Aggravated
ArSOn. Thig Agent, Sheriff Ogle, Chiaef VonCannon, SA pavid
Griswold, Inv, David Hutchison, and Sevier Co. patectives, went
to (5) DELLINGER'S raslidence located {n Seymour, TennesHee. {3)
DELEINGER and (8} SUTTON were both at the- residenca, They were

The investigaktive records of the Tenneszee Bureau of Imvestiga-
tion ara confidentisl by gtetute (TCA 10-7-504). Unlawful
disclosure of this information is a misdemeancr (oA 40~32-101
end TCA 39-11-114). :
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f/ ‘ ) removed without incident and trensported to the Sevier County
. Jail. They were srraigned by Gircuit Judge William Holt and

were ordered held without bond in the Sevier Co. Jgil.

investigation is contimuing in Blount County, in an attempt to
indict () DELLINGER and (5§} SUTTON in he death of (V) TOMMY
GRIFFIN, It is planned by Blount County petegtives to present
the case at an April session of the Blount County Grand Jury.

fnvestigation is continuing by TBI, Bevier Co. 8.D., tha State
Fire Marshal's Uf£fice and Blount Ce. S5.B. ‘

DDz 1xw

EDATIEEBmuL
cc: & A5Chmustzeri
DRG S TART SE.

The investigative records vof the Tennessea ﬁureau of Investiga-

Yion ars confidential by statute .(TCA 10-7-504). Unlawful

g dinclosure of this information iz & misdemssunor (TCA 40-32-101

and TCA 39-11-114} ¢ . ’ : '
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APPROVAL: (&

: pare EAZ
TENNESSEE BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .

e YRTE L
REPORTED:" 03/12/92 RECEIVED: 03/23/92 'mmscammr'“oyos;‘gz
: : ' ‘nq 41992
kw1 71 File KA~-513

FROM! 5A David Davenport . M

SUBJECT!t tist of Witnesses
REFERENCE Homiiﬁda .~ 1igt Degree, 2nd Degree
{§)\CUAMES ANDERSON DELLINGER
=Y WM, DOBr )
{5) DCARY WAYNE SUTTON
_\W/M; DOB: ., . .
{v) Loy HAYEORD, GRIFELN
Yg/M' poDB:
. (v) \LEONNIE BRANAM
W/E, DOB:

. 4. Sherif£ Pon C. ogle

geviar County S.D.
Sevierville, TH
Phone: 453-4668,

2. chief Michael VonCannonk
Sevier County S.D.
gevierville, N
Phopa: 453-4668

3. pet. Dale Gourley
Blount County 5.D.
Maryville, TN
Phone: 982-4111

4. pet. Jim Widnex

: plount County 8.D.
Maryville, TN .
Phone: 982-4111

5. Gary Clabo, gtate Arsonm Inv.
Knoxville, TH
Phone: 594-6170

7 investigative records of the Tennesfos Bureau of Trvestiga-
%ion are confidential by ptotube {TCA 10-7-504). Unlawful
disolosure of this information is a nisdemeancr {LCA 40-32-101

and TCA 39-131-114). .
L MeI3-0b
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6. Dr..William Bass

U.T. Forensi

¢ Anthropology Dept.

2542 gouth Stadium Hall
Knoxville, TN
Phone: 974-4£408

7. Murrah Harks

U. T, Forengi

¢ Anthropology Dept.

252 South Stadium Hall
Knoxville, TN
. Phnnea'974—4408

.. .SA David Davenport, TBL

gsevierville,. TN,

Thofies - 453-6119

.9. Capt. Larry

HicMahan

gevier County B.D.

Sevierville,

T o

Thone: 453-4668

- “"1().17‘“!)&{:\, -Dennie

Huskey .___ —

‘Hayier County 8.D. '

gevierville,

TN

Phone:s 453-4668

11, Dekt. Authur

Harmon

Seviaer County S5.D.

Seviervills,

TH

Thone: 453-4668

12. BXIOLA GRIFEIN

13, N ANy GRIEFIN

14 %) BILLY CRIFFI

N

15. '\\)Jmss and JUDY GRIFFIN
H

.

The investigative records of the Tepnessee Bure
tion axe confidentinl by statute (TICA 10-7-
disalosure of this information ig a misdemeand
and TCA 39-11-114).
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16, QAROLYH WERVER
Beymour, TN

17, ¥)LINDA DELLINGER
16 .Q&);Anam GORDON

19 {O¥1non ABRRY’

20, Dep. Jehn D. Brovn

mee e _Beyier County S.D.

Sevierville, TH
Phone: 453~4668

21. &VAYES R. GORDON
22. Q)JOBNNY WADE MCCARTER

23. Larxry Hunsay
Elount Co. B.D.
Maryville, TN
Phona: 982Z-4111 {Crime Scena Pachnician ~ Blount Co.}

24. Q.\ia‘om RAY BRANAY -

25, Det, Mark Holt
sevier Co. S.D.
gevierville, TN
Phone: 453-466B

The investlgative reacords of the Tennessee Bureau of Investiga-
tion are confidential by statute {TCA 10-7-504). Unlawiul
disclosure of ‘thim Informatlon 4x & misdomeancr (TCA 40-32-101
and TCA 39-11-114).
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. 26, Det. Hark Turner

Sevier Co, 5.D.
t gevierville, TH
. Phone: 453-4668

27, Det. Jeff MeCarter
Sevier Co. S5.D.
Sevierville, TN
Phone: 453-4668

28, Dep. Devon Hays
- geyier Co. S5.D.
Sevierville, TN
Phona: 453-4668

29, K}nm‘\r MYTERTH

30./0R0BIN BRANAM

31. A HERMAN LOUIS

az. SROWARD BLATR

4

43, SA David Griswold, TBI

Knorville, TN
Phone: 542-6510

34, Authur Brohanan, Latent Print Exeminer

criminologist -

Enoxville P.D.
. Knoxville, TN

Phone: 521-1200

45, Dp. Madison, DDS
gevierville, TN

+ Re: Pental Records of CONNIE BRANAM

The investlgative racords of ihe Te

nnessee Bureau of Investiga-

¥ion sre confidential by statute (ICA 10-7-504). Unlewful
disclosure of this Ainformation iz a nisdemeanor

and TCA 39-11-114}.
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36, SYERRY LN LELLIE

37.\CDEBBIE A. CAMEBELEL HUNT ' .
38, [CYERRY SUTTON

39, Nyupr pAYNE

40.'&lmvm PAYNE

‘41, DPon Carmen, FBI
TBI Crima Lab
Donelscon, TH
Phome: 741-4476

41, \f\.)JacK SUTTON s .

A 43,2)30¥CE TIPTON
4. JDDIE BUCHANAN
45.{ howatn_sUTTLES
e inventigative records of the Tennessee Bureau of Investiga-—
¥lon are confidential by ptatubte (XCA 10-7-504}.  Unlawful
disolosure of this information is & misdemeancr {TICA .40-32-301
and TCA 39-11-114). .
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46, OKENNETE BRYANT

47 A AMIE MARIE FORSYTHE

)
1

28, ONANCY M. BRYARI

DD: 1w

J}'W;?ﬂ-;‘- Lt 2y
SN

The investigativa records of the Tennessee Bureau of inveetiga-
tion are confidentisl by statute (TCA 10-7-504). tnlawful
diselomure of thir informstiom ism a pisdemsanor (TCA 40-32-101

and TCA 39-131-114}).
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