
Davidson County - In this capital case, the defendant, Paul Dennis Reid, Jr.,
was convicted of two counts of first degree murder and one count of especially
aggravated robbery for killing two Captain D's employees and robbing one of the
employees. As to each conviction of first degree murder, the jury found in the
sentencing hearing that the State had proven three aggravating circumstances
beyond a reasonable doubt – (1) that the defendant was previously convicted of
one or more felonies, other than the present charge, the statutory elements of
which involve the use of violence to the person; (2) that the murder was
committed for the purpose of avoiding, interfering with, or preventing a lawful
arrest or prosecution of the defendant or another; and (3) that the murder was
knowingly committed, solicited, directed, or aided by the defendant while the
defendant had a substantial role in committing or attempting to commit, or was
fleeing after having a substantial role in committing or attempting to commit
robbery. Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-13-204(i)(2), (6), and (7) (1997). Finding that
these aggravating circumstances outweighed the mitigating circumstances
beyond a reasonable doubt, the jury sentenced the defendant to death on each
murder conviction. The trial court subsequently imposed a twenty-five-year
sentence for the especially aggravated robbery conviction and ordered this
sentence to be served consecutively to the two death sentences. On direct
appeal to the Court of Criminal Appeals, the defendant mounted numerous
challenges to both his convictions and sentences. After fully considering the
defendant's claims, the Court of Criminal Appeals affirmed the trial court's
judgment. Thereafter, the case was docketed in this Court. See Tenn. Code Ann.
§ 39-13-206(a)(1) (1997). After carefully and fully reviewing the record and the
relevant authority, the defendant's convictions and sentences are affirmed.


