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 The hot topic seems to be the camera traffic lights; there are 
several Acts that have been introduced which would eliminate the 
candid cameras. HB 0033; SB 0020; HB 0061; HB 0062; HB 0063; HB 
0064; HB 0065 and 
SB 0097. 
 
 There are a few bills dealing with the State Attorney General’s 
Office: HB 0156 and SB 0114. 
 
 With the Republicans controlling both Houses, I think that the 
Appellate Court Judges will now be elected see: HB 0173/SB0127 and 
SB 0082. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BUSINESS 
  
HB 0005 Increases to 2 years the time a druggist has to keep records of methamphetamine  
SB 0023  precursor purchases.  
 
 
 
CIVIL PROCEDURE 
 
HB0022 Requires 24 hours notice of removal under a writ of possession and plaintiff can be  
  held liable for defendant’s damages, if the proper procedure is not followed. The  
  removal can only take place between 8:00 a.m. and 5 p.m. Prior to the removal the  
  plaintiff must inventory the defendant’s property and list the damage to it and sign  
  the inventory list, if the defendant is present. 
 
HB 0083  * Order of Protection: Requires Petitioners to pay costs and attorney fees if an Order  
  of Protection is dismissed. {I think this bill is in conflict with the Federal Statute.} 
 
HB 0085 Adoptions: Requires notice to be given to the parent before the parent is considered  
  to have willfully failed to support or visit for the purpose of termination of parental  
  rights.   
 
HB 0090  * Child Custody: Equal and Fair Parenting Act creates a rebuttable presumption that  
  equally shared parenting is in the best interest of the child.  
 
HB 0092 Child Custody: Allows either party to a visitation agreement to file a petition in 3  
  months rather than 6 months for an expedited hearing when one of the parties is not  
  complying.  
 
SB 0101 Nursing Homes etc. & Medical Malpractice: A tort action against a nursing home,  
  home for the aged or assisted living facility based upon health care is a medical  
  malpractice action.  
 
SB 0115 Legal Notices: Applies only to Knox County to allow legal notices to be placed on  
  the internet rather than in a newspaper. 
 
SB 0121  * Recusal of Judge: Allows a defendant in a divorce case one strike of the presiding  
  judge. 
 
 
 
CONSUMER PROTECTION   
 
HB 0071 Funerals: A funeral home has to store a dead body in cold storage until shortly  
  before the funeral or burial.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COURTS 
 
SB 0082  * Appointment Appellate Courts: Governor to appoint an Appellate Judge from the  
  list submitted by the judicial selection committee who are licensed attorneys, but if  
  he is not satisfied with the nominees, then he can within 60 days after giving notice  
  to the committee, the Governor can appoint who he wishes and the judge must run  
  in a contested election.  
 
 
 
CRIMINAL LAW 
 
HB 0018  * Makes it a flat fine of $50.00 to display obscene and patently offensive movies,  
  bumper stickers and window signs on a motor vehicle that another motorist can see  
  TCA 55-8-187.  
 
HB 0020 Revises the dog running at large statute and makes it an offense for an owner,  
  keeper or harborers of a dog to fail to retain the dog by a leash or in a pen. It   
  actually sets the fines and they are maximum fines. It also sets out mitigating   
  circumstances. Also sets out defenses and civil immunities for harborers and  
  Veterinarians.   
 
HB 0026 Gun Shows: Creates requirements to staging a gun show and selling firearms within 
  1,000 feet of a gun show. A violation under this act makes it a Class A misdemeanor.  
 
HB 0029 Arson: Increases the penalty from a Class C to a Class B felony and sets the   
  minimum fine for arson of a church at $25,000 and aggravated arson at $50,000. 
 
HB 0033 Candid Camera: 95% of the revenue from the cameras is to be used for educational  
  purposes of the local governing entity.  
 
HB 0035 Prostitution: Increases the penalties for patronizing prostitution and promoting  
SB 0064 prostitution of a minor or mentally defective to a Class D felony. A juvenile would  
  be immune from criminal liability for prostitution, but it could be child abuse and  
  DCS would be involved. It also authorizes law enforcement to impound the   
  defendant’s vehicle and they could get it back by paying a fee 2 hours after the  
  arrest. Also requires the defendant to put up a $1,000 fee with the arresting agency.   
 
HB 0042 Animal Cruelty: This act sets the range of penalties and fines. 
SB 0070 
 
HB 0050  * Open Container: Makes it a Class C misdemeanor for a driver or passenger to have 
SB 0036 an open container of alcohol in the passenger section of a vehicle. It is a $50.00 fine  
  if paid before court and there is no court costs applied. There can be a judicial  
  diversion for 6 months. This completely rewrites TCA 55-10-416.   
 
SB 0026 Assault: When a correctional officer or jailor is assaulted requiring medical help or  
  loss of work then it makes it a Class D felony with a mandatory sentence of 2 years.  
 
HB 0066  * Credit or Debits Cards: Makes it a Class C misdemeanor offense fine only of $50.00 
SB 0093 for a clerk to fail to verify the presentor of a credit or debit card identity by a  
  government issued ID. A second violation is a Class B misdemeanor.   
 



HB 0073 Funeral Directors: Local law enforcement must within 12 hours of an alleged abuse  
  of a corpse by a funeral director make an investigation.  
 
HB 0080  Arrest: A law enforcement officer from another state does not have immunity or  
  power to arrest when in hot pursuit of a suspect unless his communications devise is  
  the same as the jurisdiction is which the pursuit takes place.  
 
HB 0086 Crime Free School Zone Act: This rewrites the Act.  
 
HB 0089 Felons & Dogs: Makes it an offense for a felon to own a dangerous dog within 10  
  years of release. 
 
HB 0094 Wild Animals: Makes it a Class C misdemeanor punishable by a $50.00 fine for  
  owners of wild animals to not to obtain a certificate or complete an educational  
  course given by the Department of Agriculture.    
 
HB 0095  False Report of Child Abuse: Increases the penalty from a Class E to a Class D  
SB 0085 felony to make a false report of child abuse or child sexual abuse, if the Defendant is  
  a party to a custody or visitation dispute and the report is for the purpose of gaining  
  an advantage or delay in a proceeding.  
 
HB 0098 Dogs: Class C misdemeanor for the owner of a vicious dog to fail to microchip the  
  dog within 30 days of learning of its character. Fine only. 
 
HB 0102 Corpse: Increases from Class E to Class C felony for abuse of a corpse when the  
  defendant caused the death of the person who abuses the corpse.  
 
HB 0117 Animal Control: Persons who have vicious or wild animals to confine such animal  
  and post notice. Also sets out penalties and defenses.  
 
HB 0142 Concealing Illegal Aliens:  Makes it a Class E felony to conceal, harbor or transport  
  an illegal alien. Also makes the property used to conceal, harbor or transport  
  subject to judicial forfeiture. 
 
HB 0143 Animals: Requires an owner of vicious or wild animals to carry liability insurance  
  at least $25,000.00 and the owner has 60 days to secure the liability insurance.  
 
SB 0052 Hepatitis: Makes it a Class A misdemeanor punishable by a fine up to $1,000.00 to  
  fail to disclose the defendant has hepatitis B or C. Also can sue for expenses and loss  
  of services resulting from exposure.   
 
SB 0069 Sexual Exploration: Soliciting the sexual exploration of a minor can be prosecuted  
HB 0154 in this state against an out of state defendant, even if a law enforcement officer was  
  posing as a minor.   
 
HB 0167 1st Degree Murder: Adds to 1st Degree Murder where the defendant killed the victim  
  while committing a domestic assault if defendant has a history of domestic assault. 
 
HB 0168 Domestic Assault: Increases penalty for 4th or more subsequent domestic assault or  
  violation of Order of Protection from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class E felony. 
 
 
 



HB 0169 1st Degree Murder: Makes it 1st Degree Murder to kill a victim while committing  
  aggravated assault on a person who has an Order of Protection against the  
  defendant.    
 
HB 0171 Forfeiture: Property used in commission of human trafficking is subject to  
  forfeiture.  
 
HB 0180 Drugs: It is a Class D felony to possess prescription drugs acquired out of state with  
  the intent to sell them in the State of Tennessee. 
 
HB 0181 Drugs: Possession of any quantity of ephedrine or pseudoephedrine a schedule III  
  drug, but exempts immediate methamphetamine precursors, if not in form used to  
  manufacture methamphetamine.    
 
 
 
CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 
 
HB 0004 Allows parents to visit with a deceased child before an attorney if they are not  
SB 0022 suspects in the death of the child.  
 
HB 0155 Defense of Residence: Revises the castle doctrine to protect a person from  
  criminal or civil liability in the use of force. Also, the Insurance Commissioner is to  
  look at whether insurance companies can issue a policy to protect property owners. 
 
HB 0178 Citizens Rights to Know Pretrial Release: This applies to counties with 300,000 that  
  creates a registry with names of defendants who are released monthly that has to be  
  maintained in the office of pre-trial release.  
 
 
 
DOMESTIC RELATIONS 
 
 
HB 0017 Allows a person who is under the Tennessee Consolidated Retirement System to  
  change from optional form of retirement to regular form in the event of a divorce. 
 
HB 0021 Pilot project requires the AOC to establish an office of noncustodial parent  
SB 0084 advocacy. This applies to Juvenile Courts and provides assistance to unwed   
  noncustodial parents to obtain visitation rights. This would be set up in one court in  
  each grand division.   
 
HB 0024 If a parent is to move more than 100 miles from their residence or move out of state, 
SB 0086 they must give 90 days notice instead of 60 days notice.  
 
SB 0095  * Marriage: Allows a Notary Public to perform a marriage ceremony.  
 
SB 0117  * Child Custody: Creates a rebuttable presumption that shared custody is in the best  
  interest of the child. 
 
SB 0118 Child Visitation: Reduces the time from 6 to 3 months for an expedited hearing set  
  out in a visitation agreement.   
 



SB 0119 Child Support: If child support fee paid to DCS is $500.00 or more, then must be  
  paid equally by obligor and recipient.  
 
SB 0122 Child Support: If an obligor of child support has paid support for a child that is not  
  their own, then they are entitled to recover that support. 
 
SB 0123 Visitation: A person who pays for supervised visitation has a right to select the  
  supervisor.  
 
SB 0124  * Order of Protection: If a petition for Order of Protection is dismissed, the  
  Petitioner has to pay the court costs and attorney fees. 
 
SB 0125  * Order of Protection: Allows discovery in a proceeding for Order of Protection. 
 
SB 0126  * Order of Protection: Cannot change custodial arrangements by an Order of  
  Protection, unless the custodial parent was guilty of child abuse or effects of  
  domestic violence.  
 
 
 
ELECTIONS 
 
HB 0007 Voters has to present a picture ID to be allowed to vote and a person without picture      
SB 0016 ID would cast a provisional ballot. 
 
HB 0160 Labor Contribution: Makes it a Class C misdemeanor for a labor union to  
SB 0139 contribute to candidates.   
 
SB 0129  * Party Registration: Requires a person to declare their party affiliation in order to  
  vote in a party primary.  
 
 
 
FIREARMS 
 
SB 0050 College Staff: Allows full time facility and staff at all public institutes of higher  
  learning to carry handguns, unless otherwise prohibited by law. 
 
SB 0053 Firearms: Allows anyone who owns real property in Tennessee to get a handgun  
  permit not just a citizen.  
 
 
 
GOVERNMENT 
 
HB 0156 Special Counsel: This bill allows the governor to employ special counsel and to  
  direct the State Attorney General to conduct certain litigations and a settlement  
  must be approved by the Governor. 
 
 
SB 0114 Solicitor General: Creates the office of Solicitor General and redefines certain  
  duties of the State Attorney General. 
 



HEALTH 
 
SB 0251 Safe access to Medical Cannabis Act allows the sale of marijuana for medical  
  purposes. 
 
 
 
INSURANCE 
 
HB 0099 Dogs: Requires all owners of vicious or wild animals to carry a $100,000.00 liability  
  policy within 60 days of learning that the animal is vicious or is wild. 
 
 
 
JUDICIARY 
 
SB 0147 Judicial Council: Increases its existence to 3/30/2013 (Look at Summary) 
 
HB 0173 Judges Elections: All Appellate Judges have to be elected. 
SB 0127 
 
 
 
JUVENILE 
 
HB 0103 Counseling & Transfer Hearings: Juvenile Court can order a mentor to be assigned  
  to the juvenile or receive counseling services, if the juvenile is delinquent involving  
  the use of a firearm. In addition, changes aggravated robbery to aggravated robbery  
  involving a firearm and makes it a transferable offense.   
 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
 
SB 0044 Senior Citizen Discount: A senior citizen discount at state owned golf courses apply  
  to persons who are at least 55 years old. 
 
SB 0076 Notary Public Act: This revises the Notary Public Act. 
 
SB 0096 Prohibits a felony drug offender after 7/1/2011 from being eligible for families first  
HB 0149 benefits.  
 
HB 0164 Firearms: Notice of sale of confiscated weapons to be placed on website of  
SB 0131 jurisdiction conducting sale and the public is invited to the sale.  
 
 
 
MOTOR VEHICLES 
 
HB 0033 Candid Camera: 95% of the revenue from the cameras is to be used for educational  
  purposes of the local governing entity.  
 
 



SB 0010 Drivers License: All written tests for driver’s license have to be in English. 
 
SB 0020 Candid Camera: This allows motorist to view the violation and to be notified of that  
  right and if no notice, then there is no penalty. It allows a right hand where  
  permissible. Also, exempt a car being directed through an intersection by a police  
  officer or a car in a funeral procession.  
 
SB 0041  * Radar or Breath Test: Before radar tests or breath tests can be introduced as  
  evidence, the officer has to be trained pursuant to the guidelines established by the  
  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration or the POST Commission.  
 
HB 0061 Candid Cameras: Cannot issue a speeding ticket on evidence from enforcement  
  cameras. 
 
HB 0062 Candid Cameras: A citation from a camera maybe paid in person or by mail. 
 
HB 0063 Candid Cameras: Requires a police officer to decide whether a violation has  
  occurred instead of an enforcement employee. 
 
HB 0064 Candid Cameras: A motorist does not have to come to a full stop before making a  
  right turn on red.  
 
HB 0065 Candid Cameras: Revenue from cameras cannot be used for operational expenses,  
  but must be donated to a non-profit organization. 
 
HB 0081 Motorcycle Helmets: It removes the requirement that a under 18-year old has to  
  wear a helmet riding a off-highway motor vehicle, if the driver is under 18 or on  
  private property or going hunting or fishing and the operator is under 18. 
 
HB 0120 Commercial Driver’s License: Farmers and nursery workers who transport farm  
SB 0028 machinery and products do no have to have a CDL during times of emergency or  
  disaster.  
 
HB 0138  * DUI: Lowers DUI enhancement that an interlocking ignition devise from .15% to  
SB 0139 .8% and removes the enhancements as to Implied Consent.  
 
HB 0140 DUI: Clarifies provisions of interlocking ignition devise requirements for DUI. 
 
HB 0141  * DUI: Increases a DUI when a child is in the car from a Class A misdemeanor to a  
  Class E felony and also for the court to make a report who is convicted and the  
  parent or guardians names to the Department of Children’s Services.   
 
SB 0056  *  Open Container: Prohibits the driver and passenger of a motor vehicle to consume  
  alcohol or have an open container.   
 
SB 0074 Motorcycles: A passenger on a motorcycle cannot be under the age of 5. 
HB 0153 
 
SB 0097 Candid Cameras: Abolishes candid cameras after 7/1/2011 and allows the ones in  
  use to be used until the contracts expires. 
 
 
 



RAILROADS 
 
HB 0011 Cannot block a railroad crossing for more than 15 minutes. 
SB 0092 
 
 
TAXES 
 
HB 0046 Income Tax: Repeals the Hall Income Tax by 2015. 4% in 2013 and 2% in 2014. 
SB 0033 
 
HB 0122 Hall Income Tax: Increases exemptions to $3,000.00 for joint return and  
  $1,500.00 for an individual after 1/1/2012 to be adjusted to reflect inflation until  
  reaches a maximum of $2,500.00/$5,000.00. 
 
SB 0099 Inheritance Taxes: Adopts the federal exclusion of five million dollars for persons  
  dying in 2011 and every year thereafter.  
 
 
 
TORTS 
 
HB 0176 Premises Liability: Landowners who allows a person to use their land for  
SB 0138 recreational purposes owes no duty to give notice of hazardous conditions or to keep  
  the premises safe, except for known hazardous or gross negligence.   
 
HB 0182  * Tort Reform Act 
SB 0250 
 
HB 0183  * Tort Reform 
SB 0249 
 
SB 0238  * Medical Malpractice: (Health Care Liability Action) sets limitations attorney fees in  
  medical malpractice cases. 
 
 
 
WORKERS COMPENSATION 
 
HB 0163 Construction: An affiliate of a construction service provider who has an exemption  
  from having to have worker’s compensation is exempt from obtaining a worker’s  
  compensation exemption. 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUMMARY REVIEW 
 
HB 0182 1) Redefines Venue; 
 
  2) Redefines the doctrine of forum non conveniens and the court can dismiss a claim 
      that needs to be heard out of state;  
 
  3) Addresses Juror vs. Employer; 
 
  4) Abolishes doctrine of joint and several liability; 
 
  5) Medical Malpractice- defines noneconomic damages and limits damages to  
      $500,000.00 for noneconomic damages;   
 
  6) Products Liability- liability is fixed if the product was defective when it left the  
      manufacture by a preponderance of the evidence. Sets out what is required on  
      warnings and if the defect is open and obvious; 
 
  7) TCA 29-34-208 (New) limits noneconomic damages to $1,000,000.00; 
 
  8) TCA 29-39-101 et seq. limitations on punitive damages; 
 
 
 
 
SUMMARY REVIEW 
 
 
HB 0183 1) Private Attorney Retention Sunshine Act- state cannot hire a law firm where fees  
      are over $1,000,000.00 unless it is bid and General Assembly has to approve  
      contract; 
 
  2) Addresses tort liability as to unanticipated health care outcome and  
      admission of evidence. 
 
  3) Instead of Medical Malpractice it would be Health Care Liability Action.  
      Redefines damages and only allows damages above what other sources do not  
      compensate, allows damages to be made in payments; 
 
  4) Limits attorney fees in Health Care Liability Actions; 
 
  5) Have to file HIPAA medical authorization form with complaint or suit or is  
      subject to be dismissed. 
 
  6) Products Liability similar to HB 0182; 
 
  7) Innocent Successor Asbestor Related Liability Fairness Act; 
 
  8) Limitations of liability- $250,000.00 against each defendant or $500,000.00  
      against all defendants for compensatory and punitive damages; 
 
  9) Damages in Tennessee Consumer Protection Act and denies class actions under  
      this Act. 


