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Complaints filed against Tennessee judges this past year decreased
10% from the prior year. There were 309 complaints filed this past year
compared to 345 complaints filed the year before.

The Court disposed of 286 cases this past year. Disciplinary
Counsel summarily dismissed 74% of these complaints without asking the
judge to respond. An additional 17% were dismissed by an investigative
panel after the judge responded. The Court entered into two Deferred
Discipline Agreements, issued ten warnings, issued five Private Letter
Reprimands, and issued one Private Censure. Three cases were closed
due to the judge’s retirement, and five cases involving campaign conduct
were quickly and informally resolved by Disciplinary Counsel.

Budgetary restraints continued to be a major concern of the Court
of the Judiciary. Although the Court of the Judiciary did not receive a
budgetimprovement for the fiscal year 2005-2006, an emergency increase
has been authorized to employ an Assistant Disciplinary Counsel on a
part-time basis. A budget increase will also be sought for fiscal year
2006-2007 which would authorize employment of an investigator and
other needed staff support.

J. Steven Stafford
Presiding Judge
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STATISTICAL REPORT

(7/1/05 to 6/30/06)

WRITTEN COMPLAINTS RECEIVED (7-1-05 to 6-30-06) ....................

AVERAGE COMPLAINTS RECEIVED PER WEEK ................cccceuu..

PREVIOUS YEARS COMPLAINTS RECEIVED:

2004 = 2005 ...ttt e e s e sant s ne e aerans
2003 = 2004 ....coeriiriireir sttt e sre s sasaarae s s e seeneens
2002 - 2003 ...ttt s e s e sesesesssas e s seranasaasaeteresatens
2001 = 2002 ..ottt e cess st srsas st s s st ses e b besae s e s ene
2000 = 2001 ..ot e e sasasesasre s s sr s e sneasaens
1999 = 2000 ..cociviiiiriicrien st sres st s e e se e s essnesenns
1998 = 1999 .ottt e st sn s a e
1997 = 1998 ..o as b et t s
1996 = 1997 ..ottt cs e stbe st e e s sssan s s et ennenons
1995 = 1996 ..ottt st ne e sanan
1994 = 1995 oo e e st sr et s ne
1993 = 1994 ..ottt st e assesstsae e st s s nr e asere b esessrese
1992 = 1993 e e s b s re s bon v s ans
TO9L = 1992 i s s bbb s e b s nenene

DISPOSITIONS (7-1-05 to 6-30-06):

Dismissal by Disciplinary Counsel ...........coeeeurvereriveniseeonroseensesinenas
Dismissal after preliminary investigation ...........ccceeeevevevrveeeeeenenrnn.
Dismissal with warning after preliminary investigation .....................
Dismissal after appeal of summary dismissal ...........c.cooeevvrrvrerereerernnnnn,
Dismissal after full investigation without trial ...........c..ccrveeeeererrsrvennnns
Dismissal with warning after full investigation ..............coeceevrvrrrunnnnn
Dismissal after trial .........c.coeeemeernieinnnintesieeenresssersssnesessesseseseenes
Dismissal due to Judge’s Retirement ........ccccocevvreisevecrerrnrrroeensensnenns
Dismissal - Campaign Conduct - Candidate Ceased Conduct .............
Deferred Discipline AGIeement ...........coceuvereeenrerininieseneseecnessssnssssssnns
Private 1eprimand .......ccocvirrieieieroeeierneenrisssesse s reeses s sene e sesaens
PrIVALE CENSUIE ......c.cueeeeneririeresristese sttt e s eeesessssasenns
Public reprimand ..........ceeeeeeeveeiiiieee e e s et
PUbLIC CENSUIE ......oooveeeneteeetctce st e e e

JOE G.RILEY
Discipinary Counsel
LINDA ROBINSON
Adminisirative Asslistant

............... 5.9



COMPLAINTS CLOSED (7-1-05 t0 6-30-06) ........ccccoecveerererurrrrenerenrnererersesereseseisens 286

PENDING COMPLAINTS AS OF 7-1-06 .......ccccouvuvnrerrinrrrevenmrinrisereseretsnsseseseesnsssens 46
NATURE OF COMPLAINTS RECEIVED (7-1-05 to 6-30-06):
Failure to comply with the 1aw ..........ccoocieiireneciirciescree e 111
Bias, prejudice, UNFAIITIESS .....ccceceueeieeeieeoriescasssensossesssessasessessessesosssssnssesesessenesens 52
DISCOUTIESY ...cvvvviviemierereneneeeneniissssesesssessasssesesssesssesssessssessassessssesnsssesssssasans 19
ADUSE OF OffICE .....c.covrriiernrererecericecrceniesressesesesmssessaseasassaes it essessnesesnessasesenesesenens 52
ConfliCt OF INEETESE ....viuierenrreriririrerrrristnsereraaesasesesesiassseseseseseenesnesenesessesssssssns 19
DBIAY ccvoriiriicctiniini e e s e b s ease e st see st sesesnensnnes 33
Ex parte cOMMUNICALION .......coocervvrerecmriiiirnirintiniensresseessesessiesersrssssssssassssseresns 8
DAHSADIIILY o.vioviriiieiereeiretccr st stsbesee s bt sbsasesesesaentsee e sesnnsasneronetens 1
POlitical VIOIATION .....coccccnrerrnsieirnerereseereee e rersasassesnensansssaesesesessssssssesesenens 12
MISCEIANEOUS 1uvicrieiirieerrarenrinrenrriirinirrerssessreseosesssessssssasssesassesesstssesnssssesnosessreneas 2
TOTAL ...cocecvcvrvrererannn. 309
ACCUSED JUDGES (7-1-05 TO 6-30-06):
GEnEral SESSIONS ....coveiverirrerrireiieeasrntererieresnriesesesssissesssssssesssssesessnssesssassssensnsessas 76
JUVEDILE ..ottt sssss st seb sttt ssssessssasassssesssssessssassannase 13
MUNICIPAL .....ooiriiivietimrennresennenreniete e ssesssnesessesesasssssssssesassesssesseoss dreesaeeanen 9
REMEIEE 1iviiriinieriiiictisisns e rne e re e seanese s emeatabssessesseesaeene eesasassssasasn 15
SPECIAl JUAGES .....crvrrerinrerminiriineisiiieiennteseiesseseseseenesensonssessesessessessmssessenssessssesansns 9
CHICUIL .oovtiviciitinsiiininine e e se b sensse e bt e s s srassessssesesoneesemsossssestararasasans 36
CRANCEIY ...oivirrereererieciniierensere st ssas st et s sesss s sesesssesessonssessnsassrasesans 29
CHMINAL cvvivieiicereesniin i erssasseassssseserissssssseosssessssassnsssnsstonensasessssasssasesnns 99
APPCIIALE .o be s ene s e sesrasees e e nas seens 4
COMMISSIONETS ....ovveveuivencreennnnreisioiiseseseessensassssrsenssesssssessesesnenssesnsnsnssssssssssasens 2
PFODALE ...ttt snsess st s e essas e e s e s s sssassessnne 4
Federal OffiCials .....oovecevniieniiniiieteeseectnne s er et st sseesssotesessasessessassenensens 4
Judicial Candidates - AOIMEYS .......ccccvvervirvrieriiinicerensisescseeeesereessesssessssssssssassssnes 6
OhEr oottt srere e essesesteeeteeeass et esessnssessssssansessssmsmssesseaes 3
TOTAL ................. prrernens 309
STATUS OF PENDING COMPLAINTS (7-1-06):
Awaiting further information from complainant for evaluation of complaint ..... 16
Awaiting judge’s initial TESPONSE ......ccviuveeecrierecseereeeeerersereenesesses e es e s esseen 4
Preliminary investigation in PrOGress ..........coevuecueeerececoseeeerseeseseseseseesesess s 14
Awaiting recommendation of dismissal from Investigative Panel ....................... 5
Awaiting recommendation of dismissal after appeal .........cevuvveveeeevoveeeeeesesen 3
Awaiting recommendation of full investigation from Investigative Panel ............ 1
Full investigation In PrOGIESS ......c..vviveivcreereersessosseressnsasessesssssssssesssssssessseseessenns 3
Offer of settlement pending ...........coceeevecrsemrerenens tererreen ettt s atet st saranreenas 0
Awaiting recommendation of Investigative Panel after full investigation ............. 0
Deferred Discipline Agreement in Circtlation ................coeeeeeeeeensrvomsesssessossssssse 0
Awaiting meeting of Investigative Panel with respondent judge .o 0
OHHET vttt st sns s asssssessss st s ssseeene s seses e s e s sss s sennes 0



