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July 18, 2011 

Michael Catalano, Clerk 
100 Supreme Court Building 
401 7th Avenue North 
Nashville, TN 37219 

Re: Court appointed counsel 

Dear Sir. 

I have read with much dismay the proposal regarding an all new way to 
shaft  attorneys. The  solution to this problem is painfully clear yet  nobody will 
address it. The  solution is to stop appointing everyone a f ree  lawyer. Recently 
my firm was doing court appointed work for a couple whose teenage son had 
gotten into trouble and their yearly income was $100,000.00. This is the root of 
the problem. Why can no one see this? As I was writing this letter a man came 
in looking for  an attorney to sign his form for a f ree  lawyer and he had made a 
$10,000.00 bond. This is where the changes should be made. If he  can make a 
bond like that he can certainly pay a lawyer. 

This new proposal asks  attorneys yet  again to take a hit in their wallets. 
You want us to be a public defender but we wouldn't ge t  the pay, the insurance, 
the vacations, the staff, the building, and we are  still responsible for the huge 
amount of overhead it takes to run an office. 

You a re  probably wondering why any attorney would bother with this 
mess  at all but once again it comes down to everyone getting a f ree  attorney. 
No one has to hire one so  if you want work, you will do appointed work and you 
won't ge t  paid for months. The  Administrative Office of the Courts promised us 



we would ge t  paid within ten days with their new ICE system. Well, I have 
claims still unpaid from April 6 but that is another battle. 

I know everyone thinks it is fun to  stick it to lawyers but a t  every  turn we  
a re  asked to work for f ree  or  told that our services a r e  no longer needed ( see  
worker's comp and uncontested divorces) but yet  we  a re  expected to maintain 
an enormously expensive office and devote all of our time for "indigents" that 
live better than we do while we  a re  supposed to keep our mouths shut a be good 
little rented mules. 

Please consider the dismal affect this proposition would have on lawyers 
all over the s ta te  in firms big and small and don't allow this to go  through. 



July 25,201 1 

Mr. Michael W. Catalano, Clerk 
TENNESSEE SUPREME COURT 
100 Supreme Court Building 
40 1 Seventh Avenue South 
Nashville, TN 37219 
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IN RE: Proposed Amendment to Supreme Court Rule 13 

Dear Mr. Catalano: 

I write this letter to respectfully object to the Proposed Amendment to Supreme Court 
Rule 13, which would allow the AOC to enter into contracts with firmslindividuals for 

. legal services. .. 

In 'so doing, this writer wants to make clear that he appreciates the efforts of both the 
AOC and the Supreme Court in attempting to raise the parsimonious rates by which 
indigent counsel are now paid, rates which, fi-ankly, are lower than those by which my 
plumber is paid.' However, taking the decision of court appointments away from local 
judges-who know who practice before them and who know whom will do an efficient, 
fair and decent job representing the indigent-and placing it in the hands of the AOC in 
Nashville is not the solution. The idea of such services going to the lowest bidder is, in 
my respectful ppinion, abhorrent. 
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. Besides, ~ , ~ ~ & & [ ~ ~ ~ $  a rgg$if basisand wK,chis always there to help, 
is swamped with work ~lready. This new task would push the qvenvorked and underpaid 
staff of t'he. AOC So exhaustion. .-. 

. . 

I respectfully suggest that the issue of raising the rates for legal services provided, rates 
whichhave not been raised in a quarter-century, be addressed instead of the manner by 
which these services . are . allocated. Again, please note my respectful objection to the . .  
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L OFFICE OF 

Circuit, Criminal and General Sessions Court 
JOHN K. WILSON TERESA WEST, Clerk JOYCE WARD 

Circuit Judge Hamblen County ~enera l  Sessions Judge 
423.639.1 731 510 Allison Street Morristown, TN 37814 Division I 

THOMAS J. WRIGHT 
General Sessions 423.586.5640 Fax 423.585.2764 

423.585.4540 
Circuit Judge 

Circuit 423.31 7.9267 Fax 423.585.4034 
JANICE H. SNIDER 

423.639.5204 General Sessions Judge 
KINDALL T. LAWSON 

Circuit Judge 
423.272.7776 

JOHN F. DUGGER 
Criminal Judge 
423.586.8640 

August 4,201 1 

Michael W. Catalano, Clerk 
100 Supreme Court Building 

- - 
Division I1 

423.587.1239 
C. BERKELY BELL 

District Attorney General 
423.581.6700 

401 Seventh Avenue North 
Nashville, TN 3721 9-1 407 

Dear Mr. Catalano: 

With regard to the new proposed Amendment to Supreme Court Rule 13, the 
consequences would be detrimental to our indigent defendants. In our experience, we 
ofien need to appoint separate counsel due to conflicts of interest. For example, several 
persons may be charged in a car burglary ring. Each of them meet the criteria for court 
appointed counsel. Although the public defenders' office will represent of them, we must 
find attorneys for the remaining from the private bar. 

When defendants are in custody and are unable to make bond we are required to comply 
with the ten-day rule. We find that new attorneys are willing to accept appointed cases 
until they build sufficient practice to avoid appointments due to other court conflicts. I 

e new Proposal would create a great disservice to our judicial system. 

/@@p oyce . ward /&$/ 
//  ene em? Sessions Court Judge for Hamblen County 

J I 
Kathy Robertson 
Judicial Commissioner for Hamblen County General Sessions Court 


