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As you solicited comments about mandatory disclosure in civil actions, I write to endorse the idea.

Especially in personal injury cases, disclosure of information, such as data and information
required maintained by federal and/or state law ought to be disclosed without a request.

In truck crash litigation, for example, the truck company should mandatorily tender to the plaintiff
all documents and things required maintained by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations,
including the driver's personnel file, logs for three months before the crash, trip records for the last
three months before the crash including bills of lading, contracts incident to the load(s) carried at
the time of a crash and lease agreements for the tractor, trailer, and any leased equipment involved
in the crash, radio frequency device information, geolocation data for the last three months before
the crash, and history of driving infractions of the truck driver. Drug tests of the truck driver also
ought to be subject to mandatory disclosure if performed after a crash. This will expedite discovery,
faciliatate settlement, and relieve judges of discovery disputes.

In divorce cases, local rules of some counties require tendering fmanaical affidavits of income and
expenses, and certain documents and things pertaining to electronically stored information. Each
party to a divorce ought to be required to share any investment documents and pension documents
involving marital property. Each ought to provide the other a list of insurance products, including
sums paid into any insurance products, without a request for same.

Bill Cremins
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