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OPINION

The petitioner, Lonnie Simpson, appeals the Hamblen County Criminal

Court's denial of his petition for post-conviction relief.  The convictions under attack

resulted from Simpson's guilty pleas to two counts of the crime of robbery.  In his

petition, Simpson claimed he was denied the effective assistance of counsel

because his attorney did not adequately investigate his case; therefore, he had no

choice but to plead guilty.  Following a hearing at which Simpson presented his own

testimony as well as that of several witnesses whom he claimed his attorney should

have contacted, the lower court found that Simpson's guilty pleas were "intelligently,

voluntarily and understandably entered into," rather than being the product of

counsel's ineffectiveness.  As such, the court dismissed the petition.

In a post-conviction proceeding filed after May 10, 1995, such as the

case at bar, the petitioner has the burden of establishing his claims by clear and

convincing evidence.  Tenn. Code Ann. § 40-30-210(f) (1997).  A trial court's

findings of fact following a post-conviction hearing have the weight of a jury verdict.

Bratton v. State, 477 S.W.2d 754, 756 (Tenn. Crim. App.1971).  On appeal, those

findings are conclusive unless the evidence preponderates against the judgment.

Butler v. State, 789 S.W.2d 898, 900 (Tenn. 1990).  

The lower court determined from the evidence of record that the

petitioner's former counsel fulfilled his duties of investigation to the extent which

should be expected of a reasonably prudent attorney and that he yielded to the

petitioner's wishes to plead guilty and obtained the best plea agreement possible.

The evidence on appeal does not preponderate to the contrary.  

We find no error of law requiring reversal.  The judgment of the lower

court is affirmed pursuant to Court of Criminal Appeals Rule 20.
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