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OPINION

The appellant, Laird Payne, also known as Michael Gregg, (petitioner), appeals as
of right from a judgment of the trial court summarily dismissing his suit for post-conviction
relief. The trial court dismissed the proceeding because it was barred by the statute of
limitations.

The petition states upon its face that the petitionerwas convicted of aggravated rape
on February 4, 1987 and sentenced to confinement for sixty (60) years in the Department
of Correction. His appeal as of right to this Court resulted in his conviction and sentence
being affirmed on December 9, 1987. The Supreme Court denied the petitioner’s
application for permission to appeal on April 4, 1988. The petitioner did not file the present
suit until August 12, 1996, more than eight (8) years after the final action of the Supreme
Court.

The petitioner contends the sentence imposed was illegal and he was denied the
effective assistance of counsel. The right to litigate these issues is barred by the statute
of limitations. There is nothing contained in the petition or attached to the petition which
establishes the sentence imposed was illegal.

After a thorough review of the record, the briefs submitted by the parties, and the
law governing the issues presented for review, it is the opinion of this Court that the
judgment of the trial court should be affirmed pursuant to Rule 20, Tennessee Court of

Criminal Appeals.
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