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1

O P I N I O N

The appellant, Danny Joe Cole (petitioner), appeals as of right from a judgment of

the trial court dismissing his suit for the writ of habeas corpus.  While the trial court

addressed the merits of the grounds set forth in the petition, the court concluded the

judgment was at best voidable, not void, and the remedy of habeas corpus was not

available to the petitioner to attack the sentences previously imposed.  In this Court, the

petitioner contends the Tennessee Criminal Sentencing Reform Act of 1989 violates Article

II, Section 2, the Separation of Powers Clause, of the Tennessee Constitution; and the Act

is inconsistent with the determinate sentencing provisions contained in the Act.

After a thorough review of the record, the briefs submitted by the parties, and the

law governing the issues presented for review, it is the opinion of this Court that the

judgment of the trial court should be affirmed pursuant to Rule 20, Rules of the Tennessee

Court of Criminal Appeals.
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