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 DCS 101 – What every lawyer needs to know 
 

Part I:  Framing our discussion: 

a. What role does DCS play in the Child Welfare System? 

b. What is an “N&D Child”?   

c. 

What is the best way to explain all of this to the child or youth that you 

represent?  

  

Part II: What about the youth who are “abandoned in detention”? 

a. What does that mean? 

b. 
What is the role of DCS in these cases and what happens after the initial 

detention hearing?  

c. 
Which is better: Abandoned in detention or having a CFTM to investigate the 

options for a child or youth? 

d. 
What is the best way to explain all of this to the child or youth that you 

represent? 

  

Part III: What about youth who enter custody as a delinquent youth? 

a. What is the role of DCS?  Who gets to choose the placement for the youth? 

b. What are the next steps in court and out of court for the youth? 

c. Is the commitment Determinate or Indeterminate and what does that mean? 

d. 
What is the best way to explain all of this to the child or youth  that you 

represent? 

Part IV: 

Miscellaneous Issues:  

Child support, how to handle the CFTM, how to get the court to review the 

placement, what about the extended foster care benefits for older youth.  



 


