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At is the spirit and not the form of law that keeps justice alive. 0
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Statewide Appellate and Trial Court Statistics

This publication is the statistical portion of the Annual Report of the Tennessee
Judiciary for fiscal year 2008-09. Included in this report is information gathered
from the offices of the Appellate Court Clerk in Nashville, Knoxville, Jackson, and
the state clerks of court in Tennessee. The collection of this information is
mandated by the Tennessee General Assembly and is used primarily as a tool to
measure the effectiveness of the court system in Tennessee. The report is
divided into three major sections: appellate (Supreme Court, Court of Appeals,
and Court of Criminal Appeals) caseload data; state trial court (chancery,
probate, circuit, and criminal) filings and dispositions data; and jury and non-jury
damages and torts data.

The state trial court information is being reported by judicial district. All
information disseminated in this report has been distributed to and verified by the
judges and clerks of court of their respective judicial districts.

In the state trial court information for this reporting period, medical malpractice
has been separated from the damages and torts reporting category. Medical
malpractice statistics are included in the damages and torts section of this report.

It is hoped that this report will be both informative and helpful. If you have
guestions or concerns about this report please contact the Administrative Office
of the Courts at (615) 741-2687.
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SUPREME COURT CASELOAD DATA
Fiscal Year 2008-09

Preliminary Applications (T.R.A.P. 9 and 10)
Filings

Eastern Section Middle Section Western Section Total

T.R.A.P. 9 Filed 4 15 9 28
T.R.A.P. 10 Filed 2 7 12 21
TOTAL FILED 6 22 21 49
Dispositions
T.R.A.P. 9 Granted 0 3 2 5
T.R.A.P. 10 Granted 0 1 0 1
T.R.A.P. 9 Denied 5 10 7 22
T.R.A.P. 10 Denied 2 5 12 19
T.R.A.P. 9 Dismissed 0 0 0 0
T.R.A.P. 10 Dismissed 0 0 0 0
TOTAL DISPOSED 7 19 21 47

Applications for Permission to Appeal (T.R.A.P. 11)
Filings

Eastern Section Middle Section Western Section Total

T.R.A.P. 11 Filed 201 340 235 776
Petitions to Rehear T.R.A.P. 11 Filed 5 6 5 16
TOTAL FILED 206 346 240 792

Dispositions

T.R.A.P. 11 Granted 18 19 14 51
T.R.A.P. 11 Denied 188 300 187 675
T.R.A.P. 11 Dismissed 8 22 9 39
T.R.A.P. 11 Granted and Remanded 1 4 1 6
T.R.A.P. 11 Remanded 0 1 0 1
Petitions to Rehear T.R.A.P. 11 Granted 0 0 0 0
Petitions to Rehear T.R.A.P. 11 Denied 4 10 6 20
TOTAL DISPOSED 219 356 217 792

Fiscal Year 2008-09 11



T.R.A.P. 11 Granted Applications

S.Ct. R. 23 - Certified Questions of Law

Direct Appeals

Workers' Compensation
Death Penalty

Workers' Compensation - Motions for
Full Court Review

T.R.A.P. 39 Petitions to Rehear

TOTAL FILED

Opinions
Supreme Court
Workers' Compensation Panel,

Affirmed*

Orders of Dismissal
Supreme Court

Workers' Compensation

S.Ct. R. 23 - Certified Questions of Law
Accepted
Dismissed

Workers' Compensation - Motions for
Full Court Review
Motions Granted
Motions Denied

T.R.A.P. 39 Petitions to Rehear
T.R.A.P. 39 Granted
T.R.A.P. 39 Denied

TOTAL DISPOSED

Cases for Decision

Filings

Eastern Section

18

0

37

35

2

20

5

80
Dispositions

33
17

16
16

14

(oNeNo)

N ©

o o
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63

Middle Section

19

5
59

58
1

19

111

70
29

41

35
10

25

16

16

[(e e (o]

134

Western Section

14

0

28

28
0

54

41
12

29

11

10

(oNoNo)

13

13

o o

o1

70

Total

51

5

124
121

46

19

245

144
58

86

62
13

49

38

36

19

19

267

* The opinions of the Workers' Compensation Panel are appeals where a party has filed a motion for
full court review which the Supreme Court has affirmed without further briefing or argument or where

no motion for full court review was filed and the decision of the panel was automatically affirmed

pursuant to T.C.A. § 50-60-225(e)(5).
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COURT OF APPEALS CASELOAD DATA
Fiscal Year 2008-09

Preliminary Applications (T.R.A.P. 9 and 10)

Applications Filed

Applications Disposed
Applications Granted

Applications Denied

Applications Granted/Denied in Part
Applications Dismissed

Cases for Decision by Court
Filings

Civil

Juvenile

Parental Rights Termination
Other

Total Filed

Dispositions

Opinions
Orders (Dismissals, etc.)
Total Disposed

Petitions to Rehear (T.R.A.P. 39)

Petitions Filed

Petitions Disposed
Petitions Granted
Petitions Denied
Petitions Dismissed

Fiscal Year 2008-09

Total
96
103

16
82

Total

825
65
88

978

Total
749

365
1,114

Total

96

89
12
74

13



COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS CASELOAD DATA
Fiscal Year 2008-09

Preliminary Applications (T.R.A.P. 9, 10 and S.Ct. R. 28)

Eastern Section Middle Section Western Section
Applications Filed 26 34 22
Applications Disposed 21 27 22
Applications Granted 6 8 2
Applications Denied 14 19 17
Applications Dismissed 1 0 3

Cases for Decision by the Court

Filings
Eastern Section Middle Section  Western Section
Direct Appeals 224 341 191
Habeas Corpus 34 44 45
Post-Conviction Appeals 69 146 98
Criminal: Other 1 11 8
Death Penalty: Direct Appeal 0 0 2
Death Penalty: Post-Conviction 2 3 8
Total Filed 330 545 352

Dispositions

Eastern Section Middle Section  Western Section
Opinions 264 419 291
Orders (Dismissals, etc.) 82 74 40
Total Disposed 346 493 331

Petitions to Rehear (T.R.A.P. 39)

Eastern Section Middle Section Western Section
Petitions Filed 19 19 29
Petitions Disposed 18 14 24
Petitions Granted 4 2 3
Petitions Denied 14 12 21
Petitions Dismissed 0 0 0
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Total

82

70
16
50

Total

756
123
313

20

13

1,227

Total

974
196

1,170

Total

67



Chancery,
Probate,
Circuit
and
Criminal Court
Filings
and
Dispositions

Fiscal Year 2008-2009






STATEWIDE CHANCERY COURT SUMMARY

FILINGS AND DISPOSITIONS

FILINGS DISPOSITIONS

Adoption/Surrender 2,379 2,307
Appeal from Administrative Hearing 339 293
Conservatorship/Guardianship 2,016 2,015
Contract/Debt/Specific Performance 4,847 3,797
Damages/Torts 98 91
Divorce with Minor Children 7,205 7,315
Divorce without Minor Children 8,820 8,712
General Sessions/Juvenile Appeal 0 0
Interstate Support 291 269
Judicial Hospitalization 240 241
Legitimation/Paternity 502 471
Medical Malpractice 2 0
Miscellaneous General Civil 7,856 7,296
Orders of Protection 1,826 1,749
Other Domestic Relations 1,763 1,513
Probate/Trust 8,933 9,265
Real Estate Matter 1,390 1,401
Residential Parenting/Child Support 12,650 11,485
Workers Compensation 3,558 3,943

TOTALS: 64,715 62,163

STATEWIDE CHANCERY COURT SUMMARY
DISPOSITIONS BY MANNER
DISPOSITIONS

Compromise/Settlement-No Hearing 7,946
Court Approved Settlement 26,159
Dismissal 7,251
Other 2,947
Transferred 478
Trial-Jury 50
Trial-Non-Jury 10,422
Uncontested/Default 5,240
Withdrawn 1,670

TOTALS: 62,163

Fiscal Year 2008-09
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STATEWIDE PROBATE COURT SUMMARY
FILINGS AND DISPOSITIONS

FILINGS DISPOSITIONS

Adoption/Surrender 0 0
Appeal from Administrative Hearing 0 0
Conservatorship/Guardianship 1,685 1,634
Contract/Debt/Specific Performance 0 0
Damages/Torts 0 0
Divorce with Minor Children 0 0
Divorce without Minor Children 0 0
General Sessions/Juvenile Appeal 0 0
Interstate Support 0 0
Judicial Hospitalization 128 125
Legitimation/Paternity 0 0
Medical Malpractice 0 0
Miscellaneous General Civil 1,195 1,157
Orders of Protection 0 0
Other Domestic Relations 0 0
Probate/Trust 2,795 2,998
Real Estate Matter 0 0
Residential Parenting/Child Support 0 0
Workers Compensation 0 0

TOTALS: 5,803 5,914

STATEWIDE PROBATE COURT SUMMARY
DISPOSITIONS BY MANNER
DISPOSITIONS

Compromise/Settlement-No Hearing 1,363
Court Approved Settlement 4,430
Dismissal 39
Other 64
Transferred 12
Trial-Jury 0
Trial-Non-Jury 3
Uncontested/Default 3
Withdrawn 0

TOTALS: 5,914

Tennessee Annual Report of the Judiciary I Statistical Data




STATEWIDE CIRCUIT COURT SUMMARY

FILINGS AND DISPOSITIONS

FILINGS DISPOSITIONS

Adoption/Surrender 893 809
Appeal from Administrative Hearing 74 37
Conservatorship/Guardianship 87 78
Contract/Debt/Specific Performance 4,506 3,720
Damages/Torts 10,561 10,677
Divorce with Minor Children 6,698 6,460
Divorce without Minor Children 8,235 8,145
General Sessions/Juvenile Appeal 247 924
Interstate Support 2,485 1,674
Judicial Hospitalization 388 389
Legitimation/Paternity 231 209
Medical Malpractice 424 479
Miscellaneous General Civil 5,484 5,314
Orders of Protection 6,460 6,158
Other Domestic Relations 1,834 1,708
Probate/Trust 57 62
Real Estate Matter 351 387
Residential Parenting/Child Support 11,265 9,243
Workers Compensation 4,016 4,328

TOTALS: 64,296 60,801

STATEWIDE CIRCUIT COURT SUMMARY
DISPOSITIONS BY MANNER
DISPOSITIONS

Compromise/Settlement-No Hearing 14,704
Court Approved Settlement 16,932
Dismissal 9,696
Other 1,106
Transferred 751
Trial-Jury 345
Trial-Non-Jury 9,187
Uncontested/Default 5,293
Withdrawn 2,787

TOTALS: 60,801

Fiscal Year 2008-09
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STATEWIDE CRIMINAL COURT SUMMARY

FILINGS AND DISPOSITIONS

FILINGS DISPOSITIONS
Assault 8,698 9,123
Burglary/Theft 29,371 29,204
Drugs 32,840 32,586
DUI 10,674 11,115
Homicide 1,572 1,584
Kidnapping 909 720
Offenses Against Admin. of Government 6,784 7,015
Offenses Against the Family/Person 3,648 3,504
Other 3,063 2,836
Other Motor Vehicle Offenses 13,155 14,399
Other Offenses Against Property 14,477 15,439
Other Offenses Against Public Welfare 4,007 3,574
Petition/Motion or Writ 5,608 5,213
Post Conviction 496 517
Probation Violation 24,910 24,031
Robbery 3,719 3,454
Sexual Offense 4,797 4,915
TOTALS: 168,728 169,229
STATEWIDE CRIMINAL COURT SUMMARY
DISPOSITIONS BY MANNER
DISPOSITIONS

Acquittal 764
Conviction After Trial 6,030
Dismissal/Nolle Prosequi 63,099
Guilty Plea-As Charged 69,606
Guilty Plea-Lesser Charge 9,601
Other 8,754
Pre-Trial or Judicial Diversion 5,915
Retired/Unapprehended Defendant 5,050
Transfer to Another Court/Remanded 410
TOTALS: 169,229

Tennessee Annual Report of the Judiciary I Statistical Data




Probate and Chancery Filings and Dispositions
Fiscal Year 2002-03 Through Fiscal Year 2008-09
80,000
70,000
60,000 BFilings ODispositions
50,000
40,000
30,000
20,000
10,000
0+ T T T T T
<
% % % R
Probate Chancery
Filings FY 2002 osangS 67,950
FY 2002-03 Reported in Other Civil Courts FY 2003:04 69'121
FY 2003-04 Reported in Other Civil Courts FY 2004-05 69’478
FY 2004-05 Reported in Other Civil Courts EY 2005-06 68,567
FY 2005-06 Reported in Other Civil Courts EY 2006-07 66,994
FY 2006-07 Reported in Other Civil Courts FY 2007-08 63256
FY 2007-08 5628 FY 2008-09 64,715
FY 2008-09 5,803 ’
. - Dispositions
Dispositions ) iy FY 2002-03 64,784
FY 2002-03 Reported in Other Civil Courts FY 2003-04 66376
FY 2003-04 Reported in Other Civil Courts FY 2004-05 69’262
FY 2004-05 Reported in Other Civil Courts Fy 2005:06 67175
FY 2005-06 Reported in Other Civil Courts FY 2006-07 64’579
FY 2006-07 Reported in Other Civil Courts EY 2007-08 59'884
Ey ooor s e FY 2008-09 62163
Circuit and Criminal Filings and Dispositions
Fiscal Year 2002-03 Through Fiscal Year 2008-09
200,000
180,000
160,000
BFilings ODispositions
140,000
120,000
100,000
80,000
60,000
40,000
20,000
0
< <2 <2 < <2 <2 < <2 < <2 <2 < <2
%. % %, 2, % D %, %. %, % 2, % N
< R, 3, S, 2 ® . 2, < B o, 0
% % %5 % 2 % % % % @ % 2 %
Circuit Criminal
Filings Filings
FY 2002-03 64,928 FY 2002-03 123,287
FY 2003-04 67,581 FY 2003-04 156,470
FY 2004-05 68,642 FY 2004-05 156,751
FY 2005-06 67,090 FY 2005-06 170,736
FY 2006-07 64,837 FY 2006-07 169,366
FY 2007-08 62,204 FY 2007-08 172,022
FY 2008-09 64,296 FY 2008-09 168,728
Dispositions Dispositions
FY 2002-03 60,412 FY 2002-03 116,954
FY 2003-04 63,208 FY 2003-04 148,627
FY 2004-05 64,902 FY 2004-05 152,434
FY 2005-06 65,224 FY 2005-06 156,449
FY 2006-07 62,913 FY 2006-07 169,240
FY 2007-08 61,890 FY 2007-08 175,147
FY 2008-09 60,801 FY 2008-09 169,229

Fiscal Year 2008-09

21







DISTRICT 1

Carter
Johnson
Unicoi
Washington





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































