
Application Questionnaire for Judicial Office Page 1 of 26 Rev. 26 November 2012 
 

  
 Tennessee Judicial Nominating Commission 

Application for Nomination to Judicial Office 
Rev. 26 November 2012 

  
Name:    ROBERT LAWSON CHILDERS     
 
Office Address:  140 ADAMS AVENUE, ROOM 212     
(including county) 
    MEMPHIS, SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 38103  
 
Office Phone:  901-222-3836    Facsimile: 901-222-3819 
 
Email Address: Robert.childers@shelbycountytn.gov  
 
Home Address:  
(including county) 
   
 
Home Phone:      
 

INTRODUCTION 
 Tennessee Code Annotated section 17-4-101 charges the Judicial Nominating 
Commission with assisting the Governor and the People of Tennessee in finding and appointing 
the best qualified candidates for judicial offices in this State. Please consider the Commission’s 
responsibility in answering the questions in this application questionnaire. For example, when a 
question asks you to “describe” certain things, please provide a description that contains relevant 
information about the subject of the question, and, especially, that contains detailed information 
that demonstrates that you are qualified for the judicial office you seek. In order to properly 
evaluate your application, the Commission needs information about the range of your 
experience, the depth and breadth of your legal knowledge, and your personal traits such as 
integrity, fairness, and work habits. 

This document is available in word processing format from the Administrative Office of 
the Courts (telephone 800.448.7970 or 615.741.2687; website http://www.tncourts.gov).  The 
Commission requests that applicants obtain the word processing form and respond directly on 
the form.  Please respond in the box provided below each question.  (The box will expand as you 
type in the word processing document.)  Please read the separate instruction sheet prior to 
completing this document.  Please submit the completed form to the Administrative Office of the 
Courts in paper format (with ink signature) and electronic format (either as an image or a word 
processing file and with electronic or scanned signature).  Please submit fourteen (14) paper 
copies to the Administrative Office of the Courts.  Please e-mail a digital copy to 
debra.hayes@tncourts.gov.   
 

mailto:debra.hayes@tncourts.gov
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THIS APPLICATION IS OPEN TO PUBLIC INSPECTION AFTER YOU SUBMIT IT. 
 

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
1. State your present employment. 

Presiding Judge, Division IX, Circuit Court of Tennessee For the Thirtieth Judicial District at 
Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee 

2. State the year you were licensed to practice law in Tennessee and give your Tennessee 
Board of Professional Responsibility number. 

1975; BPR No. 008600 

3. List all states in which you have been licensed to practice law and include your bar 
number or identifying number for each state of admission.  Indicate the date of licensure 
and whether the license is currently active.  If not active, explain. 

Tennessee; BPR No. 008600 

4. Have you ever been denied admission to, suspended or placed on inactive status by the 
Bar of any State?  If so, explain.  (This applies even if the denial was temporary). 

No 

5. List your professional or business employment/experience since the completion of your 
legal education.  Also include here a description of any occupation, business, or 
profession other than the practice of law in which you have ever been engaged (excluding 
military service, which is covered by a separate question). 

From 1975-78 I was Of Counsel for the Law Offices of James F. Schaeffer.  From 1978-84 I had 
a solo practice, sharing office space with three other attorneys. Since September 1, 1984 to 
present I have been Presiding Judge of Division IX of the Circuit Court of Tennessee for the 
Thirtieth Judicial District at Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee.  
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6. If you have not been employed continuously since completion of your legal education, 
describe what you did during periods of unemployment in excess of six months. 

Not Applicable 

7. Describe the nature of your present law practice, listing the major areas of law in which 
you practice and the percentage each constitutes of your total practice. 

Not Applicable 

8. Describe generally your experience (over your entire time as a licensed attorney) in trial 
courts, appellate courts, administrative bodies, legislative or regulatory bodies, other 
forums, and/or transactional matters.  In making your description, include information 
about the types of matters in which you have represented clients (e.g., information about 
whether you have handled criminal matters, civil matters, transactional matters, 
regulatory matters, etc.) and your own personal involvement and activities in the matters 
where you have been involved.  In responding to this question, please be guided by the 
fact that in order to properly evaluate your application, the Commission needs 
information about your range of experience, your own personal work and work habits, 
and your work background, as your legal experience is a very important component of 
the evaluation required of the Commission.  Please provide detailed information that will 
allow the Commission to evaluate your qualification for the judicial office for which you 
have applied.  The failure to provide detailed information, especially in this question, will 
hamper the evaluation of your application.  Also separately describe any matters of 
special note in trial courts, appellate courts, and administrative bodies. 

From 1975-84 I had a general practice.  Approximately 80% civil (emphasis in personal injury, 
family law, real estate and collections.)  I appeared in Federal Courts 5 to 10 times; Tennessee 
Courts of record approximately 150-200 times; Tennessee lower courts approximately 150-200 
times; courts in other states fewer than five times.  Approximately 20% criminal. 

9. Also separately describe any matters of special note in trial courts, appellate courts, and 
administrative bodies. 

Two reported cases:  (Case No. 1) State v. Davis, 637 S.W.2d 471 (Tenn. Cr.App 1982) 
Hardeman Circuit Court.  I tried this criminal case involving two juveniles who were accused of 
second-degree burglary.  A non-lawyer Juvenile Court Judge blended a transfer hearing with a 
hearing on the merits of the delinquency petition.  The case was subsequently transferred to 
Circuit Court where the juveniles were tried as adults.  The Trial Judge directed a verdict of guilt 
against the two juveniles and submitted the case to the jury to determine punishment.  On appeal, 
the Court of Criminal Appeals held that the Trial Judge erred in directing a verdict of guilt and 
that jeopardy had attached in the Juvenile Court when the non-lawyer judge found that the 
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juveniles were delinquent as a part of the blended transfer/adjudicatory hearing. 

The case is significant because of the holding that a judge cannot direct a verdict of guilt in a 
criminal case when the defendant has entered a plea of not guilty, and because of the holding that 
jeopardy attaches in a Juvenile Court case when the Juvenile Court Judge begins a hearing on a 
delinquency petition. 

(Case No. 2)  Baxter v. Vandenheovel, 686 S.W.2d 908 (Tenn.App 1984).  I represented the 
plaintiff who was injured in two separate motor vehicle accidents occurring only three weeks 
apart.  I filed two separate lawsuits against the drivers of both vehicles, but dismissed the case 
involving the first accident on the first day of jury trial regarding the second accident.  The jury 
returned a verdict of $5,000.00 on proof that the plaintiff’s medical bills were $10,000.00 and 
that she sustained a 10% permanent disability as a result of the second crash. 

The case is significant because of the holding that the general rule that undisputed medical proof 
may not be ignored by the jury does not apply when the medical opinion is based upon purely 
subjective findings. 

10. If you have served as a mediator, an arbitrator or a judicial officer, describe your 
experience (including dates and details of the position, the courts or agencies involved, 
whether elected or appointed, and a description of your duties).  Include here detailed 
description(s) of any noteworthy cases over which you presided or which you heard as a 
judge, mediator or arbitrator.  Please state, as to each case:  (1) the date or period of the 
proceedings; (2) the name of the court or agency; (3) a summary of the substance of each 
case; and (4) a statement of the significance of the case.  

   I was first elected as Judge of newly created Division IX of the Circuit Court of Tennessee For 
the Thirtieth Judicial District at Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee in August, 1984, and 
served from September 1, 1984 to August 31, 1990.  I was re-elected without opposition in 
August 1990, 1998 and 2006.  My duties as Circuit Court Judge include hearing all matters that 
come before the Circuit Court, both jury (about 50 % of the caseload) and non-jury (about 50% 
of the caseload).  I hear all types of civil cases, including personal injury (car wrecks, product 
liability, malpractice, minor’s settlements, et al), contract disputes, business disputes, 
stockholders’ derivatives actions, workers compensation, land condemnation cases, family law 
cases (divorce, custody, child support, orders of protection, termination of parental rights, 
adoptions, et al), appeals from the General Sessions Court, Juvenile Court and administrative 
agencies, habeas corpus petitions, petitions for Writs of Mandamus, et al.  I also have conducted 
approximately 50 judicial settlement conferences for cases pending in other courts.  One such 
case was a personal injury case that had been previously tried before a jury for seven weeks that 
resulted in a hung jury and a mistrial.  I mediated the case over a two-day period of time and the 
case settled, which saved a second 7 week trial. 

   As a trial judge I have been involved in fifty-three (53) cases that are published in the 
Southwestern Reporter.  The most noteworthy of those cases are the following: 
 
1)          Doe v. Catholic Bishop for Diocese of Memphis, 306 S.W.3d 712, (Ct. App.2008).  A    
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         former Catholic church congregant brought a tort action against a local Catholic diocese,    
         alleging that the diocese was directly liable for the negligent hiring, supervision, and           
         retention of a priest who allegedly, sexually abused the congregant while he was a minor.   
         The diocese moved for summary judgment on the ground that the statute of limitations had 
         expired.  The trial court denied the motion. 
            The significance of the case is that as an issue of first impression, the congregant’s           
         causes of action were not tolled by the discovery rule, the doctrine of equitable estoppel, or 
         the doctrine of fraudulent concealment.   
 
2)         In re Adoption of A.M.H., 215 S.W.3d 793, (Tenn.2007).  This was a termination of        
          parental rights/adoption case.  The foster parents of a child sought termination of the          
          biological parents’ parental right to the child and sought to adopt the child. 
             The significance of the case is that the Supreme Court held that the statute of repose did  
          not require the biological parents’ appeal of an order affirming termination of their             
          parental rights; evidence was insufficient to establish that the biological parents willfully   
          abandoned the child; and that the biological parents did not voluntarily transfer custody      
          and guardianship of the child to the foster parents with knowledge of the consequences of  
          their actions.   
 
3)        Brown v. Crown Equipment Corp., 181 S.W.3d 268, (Tenn.2005).  This was a personal   
          injury product liability case where the plaintiffs alleged injuries from a defective forklift.  
             The significance of the case is that the Supreme Court held that the factors set out in 
          McDaniel v. CSX Railway were not exclusive, that the trial judge is not required to             
          consider all of the McDaniel factors in every case, and that the trial judge can consider       
          other factors as well.   
 
4)  Hodges v. S.C. Toof & Company, 833 S.W.2d 896 (Tenn. 1992).  This was a wrongful   

discharge suit against an employer for terminating the employee because of jury service.  
The jury returned compensatory and punitive damages for the employee and the employer 
appealed.  The issues were (1) whether the statutory remedies for wrongful discharge were 
exclusive or whether the employee could also recover common law damages, and (2) the 
defendant asked the Court to re-exam the manner in which punitive damages are awarded 
in Tennessee. 

                     The case is significant because the Supreme Court changed the law in Tennessee on 
punitive damages.  The Court held that a court may award punitive damages only if it finds 
that a defendant has acted either intentionally, fraudulently, maliciously, or recklessly; and 
the Court set forth the procedure, including bifurcated trial, to provide specific criteria to 
guide the jury in deciding whether to award punitive damages and, if so, in what amount.  
The Court also held that a plaintiff is not limited to the statutory remedies in a wrongful 
discharge case, but may also recover common law damages for retaliatory discharge based 
on jury service.  

 
5) Kilpatrick v. Bryant, M.D., 868 S.W. 2d 594 (Tenn. 1993).  A patient sued a physician 

for medical malpractice for the patient’s loss of chance of survival as a result of a negligent 
diagnosis.  Summary judgment was granted to the defendant physician on this issue.  The 
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issues were (1) whether a cause of action for “loss of chance” is cognizable in Tennessee, 
and (2) whether the plaintiffs failed, as a matter of law, to establish the existence of 
causation, i.e., that the purported medical malpractice actually caused the harm complained 
of.   

             The significance of the case is that for the first time in Tennessee, the Supreme Court 
held that there can be no liability in a medical malpractice case for negligent diagnosis or 
treatment that decreases a patient’s chances of avoiding death or other adverse medical 
condition where the death or adverse medical condition would probably have occurred 
anyway. 

 
6) Johnson v. LeBonheur Children’s Medical Center, 74 S.W.3d 338 (Tenn. 2002). 
             A mother brought a negligence action against a private hospital alleging that the hospital 

was vicariously liable for negligence of state-employed physician residents who allegedly 
caused the mother’s child to suffer permanent neurological damage resulting from cardiac 
arrest during surgery.  The issue was whether the vicarious liability of a private hospital 
may be based upon the acts or omissions of a state-employed physician resident. 

             The significance of the case is that for the first time in Tennessee, the Supreme Court 
held that a hospital can be held vicariously liable, under the doctrine of respondeat 
superior, solely for acts of a state-employed physician resident, if that resident was found 
to be an agent or servant of the hospital. 

 
7) Trau-Med of America, Inc. v. Allstate Insurance Company, 71 S.W.3d 691 (Tenn. 

2002).  A medical center filed a complaint against an insurance company and several of its 
employees alleging, inter alia, that the defendants tortiously interfered with its business 
relationship and conspired to destroy the company’s business reputation.  The issue was 
whether the trial court should have granted the defendant’s motion to dismiss for failure to 
state a claim. 

             The significance of the case is that the Supreme Court (1) held that an insurer can be 
held vicariously liable for the acts of its attorneys, and (2) for the first time in Tennessee, 
expressly adopted the tort of intentional interference with a business relationship. 

 
8) Lane v. W.J. Curry & Sons, 92 S.W.3d 355 (Tenn. 2002).  The plaintiff claimed that 

encroaching branches and roots from the defendant’s trees constituted a nuisance for which 
plaintiff was entitled to damages.  Defendant claimed that self-help was the only remedy 
available therefore plaintiff could not recover.  The issue was whether a landowner can 
bring a nuisance action against an adjoining landowner when tree branches and roots from 
the adjoining landowner’s property encroach upon and damage the neighboring 
landowner’s property. 

             The significance of the case is that for the first time in Tennessee, the Supreme Court 
held that self-help is not the sole remedy of an adjoining landowner and that a nuisance 
action may be brought when tree branches and roots from the adjacent property encroach 
upon and damage the neighboring landowner’s property. 

 
9) Hill v. City of Germantown, 31 S.W. 3d 234 (Tenn. 2000).  The widowers of a motorist 

and her passenger who were killed in an accident during a high-speed police chase of a 
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traffic violator brought a wrongful death suit against the city and its police officers.  The 
issue was whether Jordan v. Baptist Three Rivers Hosp., 984 S.W.2d 593 (Tenn. 1999), 
applied retroactively to this case to permit loss of consortium damages to be awarded to the 
plaintiffs. 

             The significance of the case is the Supreme Court’s holding (1) that Jordan did apply 
retroactively, and that loss of consortium damages were recoverable under the wrongful 
death statute, and (2) that plaintiffs had already received the maximum allowable award 
under the Governmental Tort Liability Act and loss of consortium damages could not 
increase the total amount of the award.  

 
10) Taylor v. Beard, 104 S.W.3d 507 (Tenn. 2003).  The minor children of a parent who was 

injured in a motor vehicle accident brought loss of parental consortium claims against a 
motorist and his employer arising from personal injuries the parent sustained in the 
accident.  The issue was whether Tennessee should adopt a cause of action allowing a child 
to recover for loss of parental consortium due to an injury to the child’s parent. 

              The significance of the case is the Supreme Court’s holding that it declined to create a 
common law cause of action for loss of parental consortium in personal injury cases. 

 
11) Maxwell v. Davco Corporation of Tennessee, 776 S.W.2d 528 (Tenn.App. 1989).  A 

commercial tenant’s employee brought suit against the landlord for personal injuries 
sustained on leased property.  The issue was whether the Trial Court should have granted 
the landlord’s summary judgment motion on the ground (1) that the landlord was not liable 
for defects arising on the premises after the date of the initial lease, and (2) that plaintiff 
was guilty of assumption of the risk and/or contributory negligence. 

              The significance of the case is the holding that the landlord and tenant’s coextensive 
knowledge of the dangerous condition would negate any liability on the landlord’s part. 

 
12) Ball v. Overton Square, Inc., 731 S.W.2d 536 (Tenn. App. 1987).  Former employees 

filed suit alleging breach of express and implied employment contracts seeking recovery 
under a “shadow stock” plan and alleging trespass and conversion of automobiles.  The 
issues were (1) whether there was an implied contract of employment, (2) whether the 
punitive damages awarded by the jury was excessive, (3) whether the employees’ counsel 
could read the employer’s president’s discovery deposition even though the president was 
present and testifying at trial, where he was called by the employees’ counsel as if for 
cross-examination, and (4) whether the employees were entitled to have their performance 
shares (“shadow stock”) valued under the alternative formula which would have applied if 
75% of the employer’s stock had been acquired by a buyer. 

             The significance of the Appellate Court’s holding was (1) that there was an implied         
         contract of employment, (2) punitive damages were excessive and the reduction was           
         proper, (3) employer’s president’s deposition could be read, even though the president        
         was present and testified at trial, and (4) employees were not entitled to have their               
          performance shares valued under the alternative formula that would have applied if 75% of 
         the employer’s stock had been acquired by a buyer. 

   I have also served as a Special Judge on the Tennessee Supreme Court Special Workers 
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Compensation Panel and as a Special Judge for the Court of Appeals Western Section.  Two of 
the opinions that are reported in the Southwestern Reporter:  Angela K. Hill v. Royal Insurance 
Co. and CKR Industries, Inc., 937 S.W.2d 873 (Tenn.1996), and Judith Diane Greer v. Edwin 
Daniel Greer, 2002 WL 1751225, (Ct.App 2002).  Those opinions are attached as Attachment 2 
and 3. 

11. Describe generally any experience you have of serving in a fiduciary capacity such as 
guardian ad litem, conservator, or trustee other than as a lawyer representing clients. 

Not Applicable 

12. Describe any other legal experience, not stated above, that you would like to bring to the 
attention of the Commission. 

   As a judge I have served on the faculty for the following: 
 
   Tennessee Judicial Academy, a one-week academy where I taught courses on How to Conduct 
a Jury Trial; How to Prepare Jury and Give Instructions; and How to Prepare for and Reduce 
the Stresses of Being a Judge.  Nashville, TN, 1998 – present. 
 
   National Judicial Academy for 3-day course on Judicial Training on the Americans With 
Disabilities Act.  Reno, Nevada, 1993. 
 
   Leadership Institute for Judicial Education (LIJE), a 3-day conference on adult learning styles 
and life balance taught to judges and judicial educators from across the United States.  Memphis, 
TN, 1997 – 2007 
 
   National Judicial Institute on Domestic Violence for one week on Enhancing Judicial Skills 
in Domestic Violence.  Nashville, TN, 2008. 

 
   I have testified before the Tennessee General Assembly on the following subjects:  

 
Comparative Fault, Questions Raised by McIntyre vs. Balentine, Testimony before 
the Tennessee General Assembly, House Judiciary Sub-Committee.  November 1993. 

 
The New Parenting Plan Legislation - How it is Working.  Testimony before the 
Tennessee General Assembly, House Children and Family Committee.  February 2001. 

 
   I also served on the Tennessee Judicial Council Committee on the Weighted Caseload Formula 
study in 2001 - 2004, and on the Tennessee Judicial Conference Weighted Caseload Formula 
Advisory Committee in 1998, 2007 and 2013. 
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13. List all prior occasions on which you have submitted an application for judgeship to the 
Judicial Nominating Commission or any predecessor commission or body.  Include the 
specific position applied for, the date of the meeting at which the body considered your 
application, and whether or not the body submitted your name to the Governor as a 
nominee. 

In 1996 I applied for the Tennessee Supreme Court. The date of the Commission meeting was 
approximately November, 1996.  My name was not submitted to the Governor. 

In 2005 I applied for the Tennessee Supreme Court.  The date of the Commission meeting was 
approximately July, 2005.  My name was not submitted to the Governor.  

EDUCATION 
14. List each college, law school, and other graduate school which you have attended, 

including dates of attendance, degree awarded, major, any form of recognition or other 
aspects of your education you believe are relevant, and your reason for leaving each 
school if no degree was awarded. 

University of Tennessee Martin, Fall and Winter Quarters, 1966-67.  I left to return home to 
Memphis after my mother died to assist my father with a business while he was hospitalized. 

University of Memphis (formerly Memphis State University), 1967-71 Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree, Major in Economics and Finance. 

University of Memphis, School of Law, 1971-74, Juris Doctor degree. 

As a judge I have also had the following courses:   

National Judicial College - Attended and completed course requirements for: 
  1987 - General Jurisdiction (3 weeks) 
  1992 - Advanced Evidence (1 week) 
  1993 - How to Read Financial Statements (3 days)  
  1997 - Faculty Development Workshop (1 week) 
 
 Tennessee Judicial Conference 
  1991 - Faculty Development Workshop ( 3 days) 
  1998 - Judicial Settlement Conference/Mediation Training (1 week)  
  2008 - Judicial Settlement Conference/Mediation Training (1 week) 
 

Leadership Institute for Judicial Education (LIJE) 
  1997 - Leadership Training 
  2002 - Advanced Leadership Training  

2007 - Courts as Learning Organizations - A Workgroup                         
Conference ( 1 week) 
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National Judicial Institute on Domestic Violence 

  Enhancing Judicial Skills in Domestic Violence – 2001 (3 days) 
 
 National Symposium on the Future of Judicial Branch Education -1999 (3 days) 
 

Project Passport - National Conference to Develop Uniform Domestic Abuse Order of 
Protection Forms - 2000 (3 days) 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 

15. State your age and date of birth. 

65; March 12, 1948 

16. How long have you lived continuously in the State of Tennessee? 

65 years 

17. How long have you lived continuously in the county where you are now living? 

65 years 

18. State the county in which you are registered to vote. 

Shelby 

19. Describe your military Service, if applicable, including branch of service, dates of active 
duty, rank at separation, and decorations, honors, or achievements.  Please also state 
whether you received an honorable discharge and, if not, describe why not. 

None 

20. Have you ever pled guilty or been convicted or are you now on diversion for violation of 
any law, regulation or ordinance?  Give date, court, charge and disposition. 
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No 

21. To your knowledge, are you now under federal, state or local investigation for possible 
violation of a criminal statute or disciplinary rule?  If so, give details. 

No 

22. If you have been disciplined or cited for breach of ethics or unprofessional conduct by 
any court, administrative agency, bar association, disciplinary committee, or other 
professional group, give details. 

No 

23. Has a tax lien or other collection procedure been instituted against you by federal, state, 
or local authorities or creditors within the last five (5) years?  If so, give details. 

No 

24. Have you ever filed bankruptcy (including personally or as part of any partnership, LLC, 
corporation, or other business organization)? 

No 

25. Have you ever been a party in any legal proceedings (including divorces, domestic 
proceedings, and other types of proceedings)?  If so, give details including the date, court 
and docket number and disposition.  Provide a brief description of the case.  This 
question does not seek, and you may exclude from your response, any matter where you 
were involved only as a nominal party, such as if you were the trustee under a deed of 
trust in a foreclosure proceeding. 

(1) February, 1983, in the Tipton County Circuit Court at Covington, docket number 
unavailable.  I was the defendant in a divorce case.  The case was settled amicably. 

(2) Approximately 1983 in the Shelby County General Sessions Court, docket number 
unavailable.  I was the plaintiff and sued a former client for collection of attorney’s fee. 

(3) Approximately 1990, in the Shelby County General Sessions Court, docket number 
unavailable.  I was the plaintiff and sued a tenant for collection of unpaid rent and 
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property damage. 

(4) Approximately 1993, in the Shelby County General Sessions Court, docket number 
unavailable.  I was the plaintiff and sued a tenant for collection of unpaid rent and 
property damage. 

(5) July, 1992, in the United States District Court for the Western District of Tennessee, a 
lawsuit was filed against me styled Nerren v. Childers, et al, Docket No. 92-2536-H 
BRO.  I was one of three defendants in a complaint filed by an attorney/litigant in a 
contested divorce and child custody case that I presided over.  I ordered the litigant to 
return the parties’ two minor children to the State of Tennessee.  She refused to obey the 
court order and, after a contempt hearing, I found the litigant in civil contempt of court 
and ordered her to be held in jail until she complied with the court’s order, which she did 
shortly thereafter.  The litigant then filed a complaint against me, her husband’s attorney 
and another attorney, alleging that I had entered into a conspiracy with those two 
attorneys to deprive her of her constitutional and civil rights.  The case against me was 
dismissed by the Court on a motion to dismiss in October, 1992.  

(6) In October, 2010, my daughter filed a lawsuit in the Circuit Court of Tennessee for the 
Thirtieth Judicial District under docket no. CT-005089-10 styled Lisa Dickerson, et vir., 
v. Yamaka Harris. The lawsuit is for personal injuries she sustained when a motor vehicle 
struck her while she was a pedestrian walking in a cross-walk.  My daughter died in 
September, 2012, and I was substituted as the plaintiff in the case, as Administrator of her 
estate.  The case is still pending.  

26. List all organizations other than professional associations to which you have belonged 
within the last five (5) years, including civic, charitable, religious, educational, social and 
fraternal organizations.  Give the titles and dates of any offices which you have held in 
such organizations. 

          Tennessee Domestic Violence State Coordinating Council 1998 - 2012 
   Vice-chair, 1998 -1999, 2004 - 2005 
    Chair, 1999 - 2004, 2005 – 2007 
            
           Memphis Rotary Club 1998 – 2009 
  Paul Harris Fellow – 2007 
 
 Midtown Memphis Rotary Club 
  Charter Member 2010 - present 
 
 University of Memphis  
  Law School National Council - Past President 1983  
  School of Law Alumni Association 
  Board of Directors 2000 - 2002, 2005 – present 
  Secretary-Treasurer 2010-2011 
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                      President-elect 2011-2012 
  President 2012 - 2013 
 
          Committee on Building Public Trust and Confidence in the Courts 
  1999 - 2001 
 
 
 Shelby County Domestic Violence Council   
  Chair, 1999-2000 
  Executive Committee, 1996 - 2002  
  Chair, Court Coordinating Committee, 1996-1999 
 

SCALES Project (Supreme Court Advancing Legal Education for                                      
                     Students) 

  Chair 1999 (750 Shelby County high school students) 
  Chair 1998 (750 Memphis City high school students) 
 
 Shelby County Government Victims Assistance Center  
  Cycle Stops Advisory Committee Member    
  
 The Exchange Club Family Center of the Mid-South, Inc. 
  Board of  Directors, 1997- 2000  
  
 Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) Advisory Committee 
  1998-1999 
 
           Community Legal Center  
  Board of Directors (previously served) 
 
 University of Memphis Society - Board of Directors (previously served) 
 
 State Technical Institute at Memphis 
  Legal Assistant Technology Advisory Committee Member 
  (previously served) 
 
 Memphis Junior Chamber of Commerce 
  Board of Directors (previously served) 
 
 

27. Have you ever belonged to any organization, association, club or society which limits its 
membership to those of any particular race, religion, or gender?  Do not include in your 
answer those organizations specifically formed for a religious purpose, such as churches 
or synagogues. 



Application Questionnaire for Judicial Office Page 14 of 26 Rev. 26 November 2012 
 

a. If so, list such organizations and describe the basis of the membership 
limitation. 

b. If it is not your intention to resign from such organization(s) and withdraw 
from any participation in their activities should you be nominated and selected 
for the position for which you are applying, state your reasons. 

No 

 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
28. List all bar associations and professional societies of which you have been a member 

within the last ten years, including dates.  Give the titles and dates of any offices which 
you have held in such groups.  List memberships and responsibilities on any committee 
of professional associations which you consider significant. 

         Tennessee Judicial Conference  
  Executive Committee, 1991 - 2000, 2005 - 2006 
  Vice-President, 1996 – 1997 
  President-elect, 1998 - 1999 
  President, 1999 - 2000 
 
  Committees: 
   Tennessee Pattern Jury Instruction - Civil Committee 
    Member 1984 - Present   
    Chair 1991 - 1999, 2000 - Present. 
  
   Committee on Compensation and Retirement, 1993 - present  
                                            Treasurer 1993 - present 
   Committee on Relations With Court Clerks 
   Court Technology Committee 
   Domestic Relations Committee 
   Judicial Redistricting Committee 
   Legislative Committee (previously served) 
   Long Range Planning Committee (previously served) 
                                 Tennessee Judicial Academy 
   Weighted Caseload Committee 1998 - present 
 
 Tennessee Trial Judges Association, 1984 - present 
  President, 1991 - 1995 
 
 American Bar Association, 1993 - present 
   
  Commission on Lawyers Assistance Programs (CoLAP)  
   Commissioner 2000 - 2003, 2006 – 2007 
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   Chair 2007 – 2011 
   Advisory Commission to CoLAP 2003 – 2006, 2011- present 
 
   Law School Assistance Committee Chair 2002 - 2004 
    Conditional Admission Subcommittee Chair  
         2002 – 2007 
   Judicial Assistance Committee Chair 2005 – 2008 
   Policy Committee Chair 2011 – present 
 
  Judicial Division  
   Children and Family Law Committee 2005 – 2007 
 
  American Bar Foundation – Fellow (inducted 2011) 

The American Bar Foundation is an honorary organization of lawyers, judges, and 
legal scholars whose public and private careers have demonstrated outstanding 
dedication to the welfare of their communities and to the highest principles of the 
legal profession. 
 

 Tennessee Lawyers Assistance Program Commission   
  Commissioner 1999 – 2009 
  Chair, Judicial Assistance Group 2010 - present 
 
 Leo Bearman, Sr., American Inn of Court 1995 - present 
  Founding Member, Master of the Bench, 1995 
  Executive Committee, 1997-1998, 2001- present  
            Membership Committee Chair, 1997-1999 
  Program Committee Co-Chair, 2001-2002 
  Legal Counsel, 2002-2003 
  President, 2004-2006 
 
 American Judges Association, 1993 - 1997 
 
 American Judicature Society, 1984 - present 
  
 Tennessee Bar Association, 1993 – present  
  
 Tennessee Bar Foundation - Fellow (inducted 2001) 
 
 Memphis Lawyers Helping Lawyers, Inc. 
  Member, 1987 - 2004 
  Chair, 1990 - 1994 
  Vice-president, 1994 - 2004 
 
 Memphis Bar Association 1984 – present  
  Board of Directors, 1980 - 1982, 1993 - 1995  



Application Questionnaire for Judicial Office Page 16 of 26 Rev. 26 November 2012 
 

  21st Annual Bench/Bar Conference, Chair, March 1997 
  Judiciary Practice and Procedure Committee, past Chair 
  Law Week Committee, past Chair 
  Lawyer Referral Service Committee, past Chair 
 
 Memphis Bar Foundation – Fellow (inducted 1994) 
  Board of Directors, 1998 - 2002 
   
 Tennessee Judicial Information System Joint Advisory Committee 
  on Civil Reporting Systems, 1987 
 
 Tennessee Judicial Council 
  Weighted Caseload Committee, 2001 - 2004 
 
 Tennessee Trial Lawyers Association, 1975 - 1984 
  Board of Governors 1980-82 
 
 Memphis Trial Lawyers Association, 1975 - 1984 
  President, 1983 
 

29. List honors, prizes, awards or other forms of recognition which you have received since 
your graduation from law school which are directly related to professional 
accomplishments. 

Awarded the first Excellence in Legal Community Leadership Award by the Hazelden 
Foundation.  October, 2012. 

 
Awarded the Justice Frank F. Drowota III Outstanding Judicial Service Award, “in 

recognition of Outstanding and Dedicated Service to the Bench and the Bar,” by 
the Tennessee Bar Association.  June, 2012. 

 
Awarded the Charles A. Rond Memorial Award, Outstanding Judge of the Year for 

2006, by the Memphis Bar Association Young Lawyers Division. 
 

Selected the Outstanding Jurist for 2004-2005 by the Memphis Bar Association 
Divorce and Family Law Section. June, 2005 

 
Awarded the Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award for 2002 by the University of 

Memphis.  March, 2002. 
 

Awarded The Judge Wheatcraft Award by the Tennessee Coalition Against Domestic 
and Sexual Violence.  October, 2001. 

 
Awarded the Charles A. Rond Memorial Award, Outstanding Judge of the Year for 
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1999, by the Memphis Bar Association Young Lawyers Division. 
  
           Awarded the Pro Bono Volunteer of the Year Award for 1997 from the                             
                  Memphis Area Legal Services Corporation and the Memphis Bar Association. 
 
           Awarded Law Enforcement Oscar, Judge of the Year  for 1990, by the Shelby                   
                    County [TN] Deputy Sheriff’s Association. 
 

           Awarded the Charles A. Rond Memorial Award, Outstanding Judge of the Year for 1986, 
                     by the Memphis Bar Association. 

30. List the citations of any legal articles or books you have published. 

Would You Be My Friend? Ethical Considerations for Attorneys and Judges Using 
Social Media Sites, Tennessee Family Law Letter, Vol. 27, No. 8, June 2013. 
 

 TENNESSEE  PATTERN JURY INSTRUCTIONS - CIVIL, Tennessee 
 Practice, West Publishing Co., Third ed. 1997; Fourth ed. 2004; 
 Fifth ed. 2005; Sixth ed. 2006, Seventh ed. 2007; Eighth ed. 2008; Ninth 
 ed., 2009; Tenth ed., 2010; Eleventh ed., 2011; and Twelfth ed., 2012.    
 Chaired the committee that revised and re-wrote Tennessee pattern jury 
 instructions.   

 
Stressed Out? Depressed? Drink too Much? Lawyer Assistance                    
Programs Can Help, American Bar Association, Pass It On,  Vol. No. 18, Issue No. 1, 
Fall, 2008. 
 
Helping Our Fellow Judges: An Update on the CoLAP Judicial 
Assistance Initiative, American Bar Association, The Judges Journal, 
Vol. 47 No. 42, Spring, 2008. 

  
Got Stress? Using CoLAP and Its New Judicial Assistance Project, 
American Bar Association, The Judges Journal, Vol. 45 No. 4, Fall, 2006. 

 
 Looking for Your Passion, Memphis Lawyer Magazine, Nov/Dec 2004. 
   

Don’t Let Budget Constraints Erode a Court That Works, The 
Commercial Appeal, (Memphis) October 12, 2003. 

 
 Rebuilding Public Trust In The Judicial System, The Daily News, 
 (Memphis) December 23, 1999. 

 
 Jury Service Can be Fun?  The Daily News, (Memphis) April 23, 1998. 
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New Domestic Violence Court Helping Victims.  Juridicus (Newsletter of the 
Tennessee Administrative Office of the Courts), April - May 1998 

    
 Dispositive Motions: Are You Following The Rules?, The Memphis Bar Association     
           Magazine, Spring 1994. 
 

TENNESSEE PATTERN JURY INSTRUCTIONS - CIVIL, Second edition                   
Tennessee Practice, West Publishing Co., 1988. Member of the committee that revised 
and re-wrote Tennessee pattern jury instructions. 

31. List law school courses, CLE seminars, or other law related courses for which credit is 
given that you have taught within the last five (5) years. 

Do’s and Don’ts From the Bench: Habits to Break and Habits to Keep, Memphis Bar            
        Association Litigation Section Seminar, Memphis, TN, December, 2012 
Stress In The Legal Profession, Tennessee Attorneys Memo Law Conference for Tennessee      
        Practitioners, Nashville, TN, December, 2012. 
You Be the Judge: Negotiating Child Support Issues, Memphis Bar                                           
         Association ADR & Family Law Section, Memphis, TN, July, 2012. 
Headlines or Lifelines, Kansas Joint Judicial - Kansas Bar Association Conference, Overland     
         Park, Kansas, June, 2012   
Mistakes Domestic Attorneys Make, Tennessee Association For Justice (TAJ) Annual              
         Convention, Memphis, TN, June, 2012. 
Docketing Motion Days - A Type of Case Management Approach, Tennessee Judicial            
         Conference, Memphis, TN, June, 2012 
Service for the Judiciary: TLAP, Tennessee Clerks of Court Conference, Memphis, TN, June,  
          2012.  
SCALES Project (Supreme Court Advancing Legal Education for Students), faculty             
          member teaching delegates of American Legion Boys State about the cases to be presented 
          for argument to the Tennessee Supreme Court.  Cookeville, TN, May, 2012. 
Mediating Child Support Issues: You Be the Judge, Memphis Bar Association ADR &           
          Family Law Section, Memphis, TN, April, 2012. 
What Not to Wear in Court, Professionalism Program for Law Students, Cecil C. Humphreys   
          School of Law, Memphis, TN, February, 2012 
Child Support Guideline Guidelines, 2d Annual New Orleans Seminar, Tennessee Association 
          for Justice, New Orleans, LA, February, 2012 
Headlines or Lifelines, 2012 Winter Regional Conference, Texas Center for the Judiciary, San   
          Antonio, TX, January, 2012 
Stress In the Legal Profession, Tennessee Attorney’s Memo (TAM) 2-Day Law Conference,     
           Franklin, TN.  November, 2011. 
Crafting Jury Instructions, Tennessee Attorney’s Memo (TAM) 2-Day Law Conference,          
           Franklin, TN.  November, 2011. 
Protecting the Vulnerable: Demystifying Probate, Memphis Bar Association/University of      
           Memphis Law Alumni Chapter, Memphis, TN.  October, 2011. 
Mental Health Records in Family Law Cases, Family Law Section, Memphis Bar Association, 
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           Memphis, TN.  October, 2011.  
Ethical Considerations, Shelby County Child Support Services 2d Annual Child Support CLE   
           Training, Memphis, TN.  August, 2011. 
The Impact of Budget Reductions on State and Local Drug Control And Criminal Justice 
Programs - Time For a New Paradigm?, Panel discussion, American Bar Association Annual  
           Meeting, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.  August, 2011. 
Headlines or Lifelines?  Best Practices in Court Administration: Protecting the Public 
While Addressing the Problem of Judges in Distress, Conference of Chief Justices and            
            Conference of State Court Administrators, Atlanta, GA.  July, 2011. 
Difficult Child Support Calculations And When To Impute Income, Tennessee Association  
            for Justice Annual Meeting, Chattanooga, TN.  June, 2011. 
Judging While Impaired: Judges Helping Judges, The Louisiana Judicial College &                
             Louisiana State Bar Association Joint Summer School, Sandestin, FL.  June, 2011. 
SCALES Project (Supreme Court Advancing Legal Education for Students), faculty             
             member teaching delegates of American Legion Boys State about the cases to be             
             presented for argument to the Tennessee Supreme Court.  Cookeville, TN, May, 2011. 
Difficult Child Support Calculations And When To Impute Income,  2011 Tennessee            
             Association for Justice, Domestic Law Forum, Memphis, TN.  March, 2011. 
Parental Relocation, 2011 Tennessee Association for Justice, Domestic Law Forum, Memphis, 
             TN.  March, 2011. 
Jury Selection and Pre-trial Procedures, John Dice Seminar sponsored by Memphis Bar          
             Association.  Memphis, TN. December, 2010. 
Stress & Stress Management, John Dice Seminar sponsored by Memphis Bar Association.        
             Memphis, TN.  December, 2010. 
SCALES Project (Supreme Court Advancing Legal Education for Students), faculty             
          member teaching delegates of American Legion Boys State about the cases to be presented 
          for argument to the Tennessee Supreme Court.  Cookeville, TN, May, 2010. 
Shelby County Local Rules of Circuit Court Update, Memphis Bar Association 33rd Annual   
            BenchBar Conference.  Sandestin, FL.  May 2010. 
Rehabilitation, Including Conditional Admission, As a Licensing Tool, National Conference 
             of Bar Examiners, Austin, TX.  April, 2010. 
The Practical & Ethical Effects of the Changes to the Local Rules of Practice.  Memphis Bar 
            Association Litigation Section.  Memphis, TN.  March, 2010. 
Jury Instructions.  John Dice Seminar sponsored by Memphis Bar Association.  Memphis, TN. 
            December, 2009. 
Resources and Services. Transitional Legal Education Seminar, sponsored by Memphis Bar       
             Association and Tennessee Bar Association. Memphis, TN.  November, 2009 
CoLAP - What Is It and What Does It Do?, Alabama State Bar, Alabama Lawyers Assistance 
             Program Conference.  Montgomery, AL.  November, 2009. 
Lincoln on Professionalism, Memphis Bar Association Annual Professionalism Seminar.           
             Memphis, TN. October, 2009. 
The Volunteer’s Role in Building a Better LAP: National Best Practices, Missouri Lawyers   
             Assistance Program, 14th Annual Lawyers Assistance Conference.  St. Louis, MO.           
             October, 2009.  
The Do’s and Don’t’s of Oral Argument, Panel presentation, Tennessee Defense                       
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             Lawyers Association.  Memphis, TN. September, 2009.   
Jury Trials and Jury Instructions, Tennessee Judicial Academy. Murfreesboro, TN.                 
             August 2009. 
SCALES Project (Supreme Court Advancing Legal Education for Students), faculty             
              member teaching delegates of American Legion Boys State about the cases to be            
              presented for argument to the Tennessee Supreme Court.  Cookeville, TN, May, 2009. 
Family Law: Domestic Violence, Memphis Bar Association 31st Annual BenchBar Conference. 
              Sandestin, FL.  May 2009. 
Legal Ethics in the Movies, Memphis Bar Association Young Lawyers Division Annual Ethics 
             Seminar, Memphis, TN, December 2008 
Handling Domestic Abuse Cases, Tennessee Judicial Conference, Burns, TN.  October 2008.     
Jury Selection: Batson Challenges, Tennessee Attorneys Memo Law Conference for Tennessee 
              Practitioners.  Memphis, TN. October 2008.  
Tennessee Lawyers Assistance Program, Tennessee Attorneys Memo Law Conference For      
             Tennessee Practitioners.  Memphis, TN. October 2008 
Handling Domestic Abuse Cases, General Sessions Judges Conference. Memphis, TN,              
            September 2008.                                                         
Psychology of Jury Selection, Memphis Bar Association Litigation Section. Memphis, TN,        
            August 2008.                                                           
Professionalism, Courtesy and Civility, We Have Met the Enemy and They Is Us, Tennessee 
             Judicial Conference/Tennessee Bar Association/Tennessee Association For Justice          
             Bench Bar Committee.  Gatlinburg, TN.  June, 2008.  
SCALES Project (Supreme Court Advancing Legal Education for Students), faculty             
               member teaching delegates of American Legion Boys State about the cases to be           
               presented for argument to the Tennessee Supreme Court.  Cookeville, TN, May, 2008. 
Effective Communication Between the Bench and Bar, Memphis Bar                                        
              Association  31st Annual BenchBar Conference.  Sandestin, FL.  May, 2008. 
QPR - Ask a Question, Save A Life, Greater Memphis Paralegal Alliance.  Memphis, TN.         
              February 2008. 
Mental Health and Legal Fitness to Practice: Is There A Principled Process?  Association of 
              Professional Responsibility Lawyers.  Los Angeles, CA.   February 2008. 
Jury Selection - An Art or Science?, Annual John Dice Seminar, Memphis Bar Association.     
              Memphis, TN.  January 2008. 

32. List any public office you have held or for which you have been candidate or applicant.  
Include the date, the position, and whether the position was elective or appointive. 

1980 - Candidate for State House of Representatives, District 83 (elective) 

1982 – Candidate for Judge of Division V of the Circuit Court of Tennessee for the Thirtieth 
District at Memphis. (elective) 

1984 – Candidate for Judge of Division IX of the Circuit Court of Tennessee for the Thirtieth 
District at Memphis. (elective) 
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1990 - Candidate for Judge of Division IX of the Circuit Court of Tennessee for the Thirtieth 
District at Memphis. (elective) 

1998 - Candidate for Judge of Division IX of the Circuit Court of Tennessee for the Thirtieth 
District at Memphis. (elective) 

2006 - Candidate for Judge of Division IX of the Circuit Court of Tennessee for the Thirtieth 
District at Memphis. (elective) 

 

33. Have you ever been a registered lobbyist?  If yes, please describe your service fully. 

No  

34. Attach to this questionnaire at least two examples of legal articles, books, briefs, or other 
legal writings which reflect your personal work.  Indicate the degree to which each 
example reflects your own personal effort. 

Attachment 1: Tennessee Practice, Volume 8, Tennessee Pattern Jury Instructions Civil, 12th ed., 
September 2012 

Attachment 2: Judith Diane Greer v. Edwin Daniel Greer, Court of Appeals Opinion 

Attachment 3: Angela K. Hill v. Royal Insurance Company and CKR Industries, Inc., Supreme 
Court Special Workers’ Compensation Panel Opinion. 

Attachment 4: Would You Be My Friend?  Ethical Considerations for Attorneys and Judges 
Using Social Media Sites, Tennessee Family Law Letter, Vol. 27, No. 8, June 2013 

Attachment 5: Looking for Your Passion, Memphis Lawyer Magazine, Vol. 21, Issue 6, 
November/December, 2004. 

 

 

ESSAYS/PERSONAL STATEMENTS 
35. What are your reasons for seeking this position? (150 words or less) 

I have spent the majority of my professional life as a jurist.  Throughout the last twenty-nine 
years on the trial bench, I have honed my ability to listen, to reason and to write clear and 
concise opinions.  I have also demonstrated the ability to work with people and to achieve 
consensus.  I do not believe in making changes just for the sake of change, but I have always 
been willing to consider making changes that are beneficial to the court system and as a Court of 
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Appeals judge I would continue to be open and responsive to constructive changes to improve 
the system.  I have sought and obtained leadership positions within the judiciary and believe that 
as an Appellate Judge I can help to build consensus among the members of the Court, to keep the 
Tennessee Court system one of the best in the nation. 

36. State any achievements or activities in which you have been involved which demonstrate 
your commitment to equal justice under the law; include here a discussion of your pro 
bono service throughout your time as a licensed attorney.  (150 words or less) 

   In law school I was the student representative to the Board of Directors of the Memphis Area 
Legal Service (MALS).  As an attorney I chaired the Lawyer Referral Service Committee and 
served as a panel member.  I regularly took cases and handled them on a pro bono basis.  As a 
judge I worked with MALS to develop a plan to give priority on the Court docket to divorce 
cases where the parties were represented by an attorney taking cases on the MALS pro bono 
Panel.  I was awarded the Pro Bono Volunteer of the Year Award from MALS and the 
Memphis Bar Association for that work.  I also served on the Board of the Community Legal 
Center which provided legal services to the working poor. 
    I also served on the Shelby County Domestic Violence Council from 1995 to 2002, and served 
as Chair in 1999-2000 to reduce the incidence of domestic violence throughout the state.  I was 
instrumental in helping to create a pilot project Domestic Violence Court in Shelby County, to 
make it easier for domestic violence victims to access the courts.  I served on the Tennessee 
Domestic Violence State Coordinating Council from 1998 to 2012, and served as Chair or co-
Chair from 1998 to 2007.  I was awarded The Judge Wheatcraft Award by the Tennessee 
Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence, “for providing outstanding service within the 
judicial system, and improving access to justice for victims of domestic and sexual violence.”  

37. Describe the judgeship you seek (i.e. geographic area, types of cases, number of judges, 
etc. and explain how your selection would impact the court.  (150 words or less) 

  The Court of Appeals has 12 judges, four sit in each grand division.  The Western Section sits 
primarily in Jackson, but also hears cases quarterly in Nashville.  The Court hears appeals of all 
civil cases, including family law cases, except for workers compensation cases.  I have a broad 
range of experience as an appellate court special judge, a trial judge, a mediator, and a practicing 
attorney.  Given my broad range of experience I am confident that I could review the record for 
all types of cases as an appellate judge. Through my work on the bench and on various 
committees throughout my legal career and as Chair of many of those committees, I have 
demonstrated my ability to work with others, to lead, and to achieve consensus.  

38. Describe your participation in community services or organizations, and what community 
involvement you intend to have if you are appointed judge?  (250 words or less) 
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  I have served in leadership positions on the Shelby County Domestic Violence Council and the 
Tennessee Domestic Violence State Coordinating Council (DVSCC).  As DVSCC Chair I lead a 
Tennessee delegation that attended an eight-state conference in Kentucky in 1999, sponsored by 
the National Violence Against Women Office (VAWO), for the purpose of creating uniform 
Order of Protection forms to be used in all 8 states. The purpose was to make it easier for law 
enforcement officers to recognize and enforce the Orders across state borders.  The eight state 
delegations in attendance were very divergent, as were the laws of each state.  However, after 
much discussion, we were able to reach a consensus on a uniform Order.  Each state pledged to 
work to get the uniform orders adopted statewide.  Through the work of the DVSCC, the General 
Assembly enacted legislation for use of the uniform order statewide, and Tennessee became the 
first of the eight states to do so.  

  I have served on the Exchange Club Family Center Board of Directors, the Court Appointed 
Special Advocate (CASA) Advisory Committee, the Community Legal Center Board of 
Directors, the Memphis Lawyers Helping Lawyers Board of Directors and the American Bar 
Association Commission on Lawyer Assistance Programs (CoLAP).  I have also served on 
various committees for the Downtown Memphis Rotary Club and the Midtown Memphis Rotary 
Club.  I have also been active in the University of Memphis Alumni Association as a Board 
member and officer.        

  I have also spoken to many schools and civic groups about the court system in an effort to 
improve public confidence in the system.  One of the classes I have taught is a course in the 
Memphis and Shelby County schools entitled “Making Marriage Work and Avoiding Divorce”.  
I intend to continue similar activities to those above to improve the community and the legal 
system. 

39. Describe life experiences, personal involvements, or talents that you have that you feel 
will be of assistance to the Commission in evaluating and understanding your candidacy 
for this judicial position.  (250 words or less) 

   I have experience in sitting as a special judge for the Supreme Court Workers Compensation 
Panel and on the Court of Appeals.  I have participated in hearing approximately fifty (50) 
appellate cases and have written approximately twenty (20) appellate opinions.  As a trial judge I 
have conducted in excess of 500 jury trials and decided in excess of 1500 non-jury trials with 
approximately 250 of those being contested divorce cases.  I have also conducted more than 50 
judicial settlement conferences (mediations). As a member of the Tennessee Judicial Conference 
Pattern Jury Instruction Committee since 1984, I have drafted new and modified existing jury 
instructions for use by judges and attorneys throughout Tennessee.  I have chaired that 
committee since 1991.   

   I have previously discussed my activities as a member of the Shelby County Domestic 
Violence Council in creating a pilot project Domestic Violence Court in Shelby County to 
improve access to the courts for victims of domestic violence.  As vice-chair of the Tennessee 
Domestic Violence State Coordinating Council I participated in the drafting of, and the public 
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hearings on, the Rules for Certification of Batterer Intervention Programs which have the force 
of law. 

  As a Commissioner on the ABA Commission on Lawyer Assistance Programs (CoLAP) I 
chaired the Law School Assistance Committee.  That committee developed programs and 
policies to assist law students who are affected by alcohol, drug or mental health issues.  A part 
of the committee’s work was to draft a Model Rule on Conditional Admission to Practice Law to 
encourage law students to seek early treatment for those issues and by doing so allowing them to 
be conditionally admitted to law practice with safeguards in place to protect the public.  I 
shepherded the Model Rule to passage in the 550-member ABA House of Delegates and it is 
now an American Bar Association policy, used to encourage states throughout the country to 
adopt such a rule. 

  I have worked very hard during my career as a jurist to improve the judicial system in areas 
where I found it lacking.  I have concentrated a great deal of my efforts in the areas of domestic 
violence and lawyers assistance programs to improve the plight of victims of domestic violence 
(including children) and lawyers, judges and law students who have been adversely affected by 
stress, depression, substance abuse or other causes.  I have also worked diligently to improve 
public confidence and trust in the judicial system.  In addition to my demonstrated leadership 
abilities, my “talents” include hard work, dedication, persistence, vision and the ability “to think 
outside the box.” 

40. Will you uphold the law even if you disagree with the substance of the law (e.g., statute 
or rule) at issue?  Give an example from your experience as a licensed attorney that 
supports your response to this question.  (250 words or less) 

  I will uphold the law even if I disagree with the substance of the law.  There have been 
occasions when I disagreed with the substance of the law, but upheld the law.  As an example, I 
have heard numerous cases involving the termination of parental rights of young children.  The 
law requires that the parental rights to children be terminated if the evidence shows that the 
child’s parents have willfully not supported or visited the child or children within four (4) 
months of the filing of the petition to terminate parental rights.  If the evidence shows that the 
parents have not done so, then the law requires that the parental rights to the child or children be 
terminated, even though I believed that in some cases the four month time period was too short.  
    

 

REFERENCES 
41. List five (5) persons, and their current positions and contact information, who would 

recommend you for the judicial position for which you are applying.  Please list at least 
two persons who are not lawyers.  Please note that the Commission or someone on its 
behalf may contact these persons regarding your application. 



A. Joe M. Duncan, Esquire, 130 C ourt A venue, Memphis, Tennessee 38 103; 90 1-524-5 110 

B. Leo lleamlan , Jr. , Esq uire, Firs t T ennessee Building, 165 Madison A venue, Memphis. 
T en nessee 38 103; 

C. Dorot hy J . Po unders, Esquire, 1770 Ki rby Parkw<lY, Su ite 105, Memphis, Tennessee 38 138; 
90 1-752-1630 

D. Jim Rou t, Bank Tennessee, 100 W. Mulberry St. , Coll iervi ll e, T ennessee 38017; 901 -854· 
7854 

E. Joseph A. C layton. Co llierv il le, Tennessee, 38017;  

AFFLRfltA n ON CONCER[yI NG Al )PLlCA nON 
Read, and if you agree (0 the provisions, sign the following: 

I have rcad the foregoing questions and have answered them in good fait h and as completely as my 
records and recollect ions pemli \. I hcreby agree to be consi dered fo r nominat ion 10 the Govemor for (he 
oflice of Judge of the Court of Appeals - Western Section or Tennessee, and i f llppoilllCd by the 
Govemor, agree 10 serve that omce. In the cvelll :.my changes occur between the time th is app licat ion is 
filed and the public hearing, I hereby agree 10 fil e an amended questionna ire with the Administrative 
Ome!! of the Courts for distribution to the Commiss ion members. 

I understand that the in fomlati on provided in thi s quesliollllfl ire shall be open to public inspection lIpon 
fil ing with the Administra tive Omee of the Courts and thai the Commissio n may publicize th e names of 
persons who app ly for nomination and the names of those persons the Commission nominates to the 
Governor for the judicial vacancy in quest ion. 

D,,,d, S ...... .,.. -'L (7 .20 (s . 

~2s 
Signature 

When completed, return thi s questionnaire to Debbie Hayes, Adm l!li strati vc Omce of the Courts, 51 1 
Uni on Street, Suite 600, Nashv ill e, TN 37219. 

TENNESSEE JUDICIAL NOM INATING COMM ISS ION 
511 UNION STREET, SUITE 600 

NASHVILLE CITY C~NTER 

A tic:uioll ucstionn:Lirc for JlIdiciat omce Pi! c250f26 Rev. 26 November 20 12 



NASHVIl.l.E, TN 37219 

TENNESSEE BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

TENNESSEE BOARD OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

AND OTHER LICENSING BOARDS 

WAIVER OF CONFlDENTIAl.lTY 

I hereby wa ive the privi lege of confidenti<11ity with respect to any information which 
concerns me, including public discipline, private d iscipline, defe rred discipline agreements. 
diversions, dismissed complaints and ilny complaints erased by law, and is known to, 

reco rded with, on fil e wi th the Board of Pro fess iona l Responsibili ty of the Supreme COlirt of 
Ten nessee, the Tennessee Board of Judicial Conduct (previously known as the Court of the 
Judiciary) and any other licens ing board. whether within or o utside the sta te of Tennessee, 
from which I have been issued a license that is currently act ive, inactive or other s tatus. I 
hereby author ize a representative of the Te nnessee Judicia l Nominating Commission to 
request and receive any such information and di s tribute it to the membership o f the 
Judicial Nomina t ing Commission and [0 the office of the Governor. 

ROBERT LAWSON CH ILDERS 

Sigoatur(' 

Date 

008600 
UPJUI 

A) licalion QUCSlioll llOlire for JudiciOlI Ofli cc 

Please identify other licensing boards that have 
issued you a license, inclu ding the state issu ing 
the license and the li cense nll mber. 

Pa c 26 of26 Rev. 26 November 20 12 


























































